BALLYMENA FREE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

CORNERSTONE

Behold, I lay in Sion a Chief Corner Stone

Issue 92
June 2026

Passing on the Baton

We have all seen the Olympic Games
relay races where one runner passes a
baton on to the next. Each runner has
the responsibility to carry a baton for
their part of the course, then to pass it
to the person who will carry the same
baton over the length of their course.
For eighteen years, Alastair and Jenni
Hamilton have faithfully carried ‘the
baton’ of the Cornerstone, the church’s
bi-monthly bulletin. Jenni has been
the creative editor, coming up with the
suggestions for the articles, testimonies
and reports, and gathering them in
along with the photographs. Alastair
has undertaken the formatting, design,
and print of the Cornerstone. Both have
contributed many articles of their own.
As you can expect, a lot of work goes on
behind the scenes to get each edition

Fhildren’s Day

We are thankful that this bulletin has
been used to chronicle church life over
the last eighteen years. It stands as
a documented historical testimony of
God’'s goodness to our congregation
and those connected with it. How many
happy memories are evoked by looking
over past editions! In those editions, we
see much for which we can praise the
Lord.

The Bible mentions those who were
chroniclers, called “recorders”, and this
is what Alastair and Jenni have been
over the years with the Cornerstone.
On your behalf, | want to say a big thank
you to them both, knowing that the Lord
Himself will not forget their labour of
love which they have shewed towards
His name (Hebrews 6:10).
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Two Sunday School teachers have retired this
year, Elizabeth McKeown and Kim Kirk. They
were presented with gifts and Bibles to thank
them for their faithful work over many years.
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The time has come for Alastair and Jenni
to hand ‘the baton’ of the Cornerstone
over to Phil and Jane Coulter. The

Session is thankful for their willingness
to take on this service for the Master
and now run with it. Pray for them that
the Lord will enable them to do it for the
glory of His great name.
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Congratulations to the children who recited the complete Child's Fayth Greer and Jane Gillan were joint winners of the Girl's
Catechism gaining full marks. They are from left: Daniel Stewart, Junior Bible Class Cup in 2024, and Charlie Maternaghan
Isaiah Mitchell, Daniel Wylie, Joel O’Melvena, Alice Fleming, Sophie was the winner of the Boy's Cup.

McCosh, Katie Coulter, Heidi Brown and lvy Russell.



Show Outreach

Seniors Outing

The Seniors Outing was on Wednesday
13th May. We were blessed with sunny
periods of weather and a few showers,
but nothing dampened the spirits of
everyone present.

We started the day with tea, coffee, and
scones in the church hall, served by lvan
and Karen Bailie. The minibus drivers
this year were Rev Stewart and Derek
Douglas. We travelled to the beautiful
Seaforde Gardens and Tropical Butterfly
House. We entered the Butterfly House
first and saw the wonderful colours of

Pride Protest

A large open air witness was held on Saturday
20th June, to show our church’s opposition to the

Pride Parade in Ballymena.
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many butterflies. Afterwards, we walked
around the gardens and the Maze, where
we saw peacocks and peahens roaming
about.

We then travelled to Newcastle where
we had an enjoyable lunch in Doc’s
Restaurant, followed by free time in
Newcastle town and a visit to Beulah
Bookshop. With just time for tea and a
bun, we boarded the buses for home,
and everyone agreed we had a very
enjoyable day of fellowship.

(Cornerstone
Kidg

Winners from the last
edition are :-

Amy Greer age 10
Mya Mclintyre age 7
Naomi Fleming age 5

See Mrs Stewart to receive
your prize.

At the end of May we had our final Tots'

for the year, and that meant saying

goodbye to the little ones who were

leaving us to move to nursery. Each child

was presented with a book to remind
them of their time at Tots.



Church Barbecue

The ladies set out on
Saturday morning, 13th
June for their annual
outing. This year there
was tea and coffee in
Ballydougan Pottery in
Lurgan, followed by a
visit to ICM books. After
retail therapy in the
Rushmere Centre, we
had a fantastic meal in
The Scullery in Richhill.




Time for Change

Eighteen years brings many changes
in the life of a church. Children grow
to be adults, weddings are celebrated,
babies are born, and, sadly, beloved
members pass away. Eighteen years
ago, when we printed our first edition of
The Cornerstone, | was a mere 43 years
old, my youngest child was 7 years
old, and Rev Greer had been with the
Ballymena congregation for 8 years. The
idea of a church bulletin was discussed
one evening when Rev Greer called for a
visit to our home, a seed was sown, and
immediately ideas began to formulate.
‘What will we name it' was the big
question, and much toing and froing was
done, until ‘The Cornerstone’ was finally
chosen.

mmm”;

Sian a chief corn

ORNERSTONE

The chief purpose in producing
this literature was to give our chief
Cornerstone, the Lord Jesus Christ, all
the glory, but it has also proved to be an
historical record for Ballymena FPC.

The first edition contained outreach
reports from three students in the
Whitefield College of the Bible in 2008 -
Stephen Pollock, David Brown and Tom

April 2026

Average Weekly Offering £ 5936
Home & Foreign Missions £ 2342
Building Fund £ 510
UK Fund £ 312
Rev G Hamilton £ 380
Uganda School £ 200
Kenya General Support £ 200
Liberia Radio £ 200
Missionary Boxes £ 184
Mr D Warwick £ 180
SGA - Ladies Fellowship £ 160
Paul & Cheryl MclIntyre £ 100
LTBS £ 50
Mr C Maxwell £ 50
Liberia General Support £ 50
Rev D McAuley £ 50
Rev A Alvarez £ 50

Laverty. All three are now experienced
ministers in Malvern, USA, Randalstown,
and Gardenstown. We also reported
on the Gospel Mission which had been
held in Ballygelly Orange Hall, and

our very first testimony was from our
much-loved elder, Mr Roy Sampson,
who has been so central to the work
of our church from its earliest days.
More editions carried new babies, youth
weekends, Bible conferences, and many
more testimonies.

The most memorable period of producing
the Cornerstone was during covid times.
What a challenging time that was for the
church! Who can forget the pictures sent
in of us self-isolating, homeschooling,
and supporting the NHS workers? We
were pleased to play a small part in

May 2026

Average Weekly Offering £ 4337
Home & Foreign Missions £ 2389
Building Fund £ 800
UK Fund £ 292
Paul & Cheryl Mclntyre £ 1512
Whitefield College £ 1205
Liberia Radio £ 1200
Rev G Hamilton £ 380
Missionary Boxes £ 236
Uganda School £ 200
Kenya General £ 200
SGA - Ladies Fellowship £ 185
Mr N Sheilds £ 150
Mr C Maxwell £ 140
Mr D Warwick £ 120
Donagahadee FPC £ 100
LTBS £ 50
Rev D McAuley £ 50
Rev A Alvarez £ 50
Liberia General Support £ 50

Jenni Hamilton reflects on her 18 years as editor of the church bulletin - the
Cornerstone, which has become a familiar part of Ballymena church life.

keeping us all connected through that
difficult period.

| would like to thank everyone who
helped by sending in photos, writing
writing

testimonies, and reports.

Particular thanks go to Marbeth Nicholl
for her careful editing, Alastair for his
late-night formatting and layout setting,
and both Rev and Mrs Greer and Rev
and Mrs Stewart for their support and
encouragement in getting each edition
produced.

The time is right to pass the baton on
to a younger couple with fresh ideas
and talent. We wish Phil and Jane every
blessing in this work for the Master
and trust the Cornerstone will continue
to encourage and inform you all in the
Ballymena church family.
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CALENDAR

Monday 3rd - Friday 7th August
Holiday Bible Club

almxin

Tuesday 16th September
Chris Killen Deputation

Saturday 10th - 16th October

60th Anniversary Bible
Conference

Thursday 26th November
60th Anniversary Church Dinner



