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This spring I am in the process of 
rejuvenating the lawn because it is full 
of weed grasses, weeds, low spots that 
need levelled and a few bare patches. 
So far I have scarified it. Scarification 
is the process of removing debris 
such as moss, grass cuttings and dead 
plant material. These things form a 
thatch which prevents oxygen and 
nutrients from getting to the roots and 
it holds water, which creates the perfect 
environment for moss to grow.  This 
needs to be removed if the lawn is to be 
healthy. This year I have taken five tonne 
bags of thatch out of the lawn. 

As I did this an obvious spiritual lesson 
came to mind.  There can be a lot of built-
up rubbish in our lives which prevents 

us from being healthy Christians.  The 
weeds of sin and the trash of this old, 
dead world do not help us grow as 
Christians, and they need to be removed.  
We need a spiritual scarification. By the 
power of the Holy Ghost we need to 
remove those things out of our lives - 
the rubbish that has built up.   

The other job I intend to do is aerating 
the lawn.  Aeration is the process of 
spiking the ground to allow air to get to 
the roots and to help water drain away.  
After this is done, I will sow out new 
grass seed that will hopefully fall into 
the holes and then I will feed the lawn 
with fertiliser.  

Again, the spiritual application is 

obvious. We need to put into our lives 
those things that will make us grow 
as Christians.  Sometimes our hearts 
need to be broken up and pierced by the 
Spirit in order that we might receive the 
seed of His Word.  We then need to feed 
our souls on His Word in order that we 
would spiritually flourish.  When you 
look out at your lawn, consider your 
heart and tend to it. We could all do with 
being spiritually scarified and aerated.

Over the past few months, I have 
had the privilege of taking part in the 
Christian Workers Training Academy. 
This is a fourteen-week course run 
by the Whitefield College of the BIble. 
Each Thursday night, we received two 
lectures on different topics presented 
by a variety of ministers. We covered 
Bible Interpretation, Church History, 
Christian Doctrine, Children’s Work, 
Bible Survey, and Personal Evangelism. 
We received a large folder of resources 

at the commencement, which 
made it very easy to follow 
along each night. The lectures 
were delivered with great 
enthusiasm, and it was very 
evident that each man was 
passionate about what they 
were teaching. This made it 
enjoyable and beneficial. 

When I heard the course 
being announced last year, 

I had a great 
desire to sign up. 
I thought it would 
help me as I serve the Lord 
in the children’s work in my 
home church. The course far 
exceeded my expectations. 
I loved every single lecture, 
my favourites being Bible 
Survey where we studied 
the tabernacle and Personal 
Evangelism, which gave very 
practical ways to evangelise 

to people we meet in everyday life.

The Bible College are hoping to run 
another version of the course in two 
years’ time, God willing, in our area. I 
would highly recommend the course to 
everyone, and I know that anyone who 
would attend will enjoy it. I think it is 
suitable for any stage of the Christian 
life, and I am very thankful to have taken 
part.



.

Some of the ladies from Ballymena who 
attended the annual Ladies Weekend in 

March,  held in the Lodge Hotel, Coleraine.

At the Ladies Fellowship in March, the 
Mother and Daughter evening was 
taken by Mrs Helen Magill and her 

daughter Mrs Abigail Clarke. 

Opening of the LTBS Centre

As I write this report, we are drawing 
near the end of the two-week spring 
Gospel Mission.  We are thankful to 
LTBS for the use of their new facility; 
it has been an ideal place to conduct 
an outreach mission in Ahoghill.  We 
are thankful that the hall has been full 
every evening and that visitors, invited 
friends, and family members have been 
present at all the meetings. 

Mr Irwin and I can testify to the help of 
the Lord, both in the study and in the 

pulpit.  God has given us His message, 
and we have endeavoured to faithfully 
declare it.  We have known His presence, 
and I believe all can bear witness to the 
truth that in the second week, the Lord 
has drawn ever nearer each evening.

I want to thank all those who have 
supported the mission in so many ways.  
For those who gave out leaflets, attended, 
brought visitors, prayed, played, sang, 
looked after the audio, welcomed at the 
door, opened the building and cleaned 

the building.  So many people 
have served the Lord in various 
ways, and I pray that He will 
bless you for that. 

We would love the Lord to write 
His own report as it were, that 
He would do a new thing which 
would cause all around to say, 
“The LORD hath done great 
things for them,” to which we 

would echo, “The LORD hath done great 
things for us; whereof we are glad.”  
Until then, we continue to sow out the 
Word, looking to Him for a harvest, for 
He has promised, “in due season we 
shall reap, if we faint not.”

New Baby

Congratulations to David and 
Naomi Orr who have a new baby 
boy, Reuben David, weighing in 

at 9lb 3oz.

Mission at the LTBS Centre

Dr Ian Brown, Moderator of Presbytery, 
unveiled a plaque to mark the opening, 

along with Rev Leslie Curran, LTBS 
Chairman.

It was a privilege to have Mrs Cairns 
present to officially open the Cairns Studio, 
in memory of her husband Dr Alan Cairns, 

who was the founder of LTBS.

Rev. Andrew Stewart

SermonAudio also have occupied 
space in the centre. Mr Steven Lee was 
pleased to be in attendence to open the 

SermonAudio Vault UK.

The new Let The Bible Speak Centre in Ahoghill 
was opened on Saturday 18th April.



 

•	 Tuesday 12th May
	 CEF Deputation 
	 Paul and Cheryl McIntyre

•	 Wednesday 13th May
	 Seniors Outing

•	 Thursday 14th May
	 Sunday School Exam

•	 Monday 18th May
	 Safeguarding Training

•	 Friday 12th June
	 Church BBQ

•	 Saturday 13th June
	 Ladies Outing

•	 Sunday 21st June
	 Children's Day

February 2026 March 2026
Average Weekly Offering
Home & Foreign Missions
Building Fund
UK Fund
Miss Christina Logan
LTBS Nepal Radio
Paul & Cheryl McIntyre
Uganda School
Mr D Warwick
Rev G Hamilton
Kenya General
Mr C Killen
Liberia Radio
SGA - Ladies Fellowship
Missionary Boxes
Liberia General
Mr A Irwin

£ 5208
£ 2755
£ 1252
£   143
£  1103
£  1000
£    800
£    700
£    410
£    380
£    200
£    200
£    200
£    195
£      60
£      50
£      20

Average Weekly Offering
Home & Foreign Missions
Building Fund
UK Fund
Mr D Warwick
Rev G Hamilton
Liberia Radio
Kenya General
Uganda School
Miss Christina Logan
LTBS
SGA - Ladies Fellowship
Rev D McAuley
Rev A Alvarez
Mr C Maxwell
Paul & Cheryl McIntyre
Mr C Killen
Liberia General

£ 6239
£ 2809
£   475
£   287
£  2652
£    380
£    200
£    200
£    200
£    200
£    200
£    115
£    100
£    100
£    100
£    100
£    100
£      50

One Year On

CALENDAR

David Warwick reflects on his first year at Whitefield Bible College, and the changes  
this has brought to his family.

It feels as though September 2025 was 
only a few weeks ago, when I first began 
my studies at the Whitefield College of 
the Bible, temporarily situated at the 
Martyrs Memorial Free Presbyterian 
Church. Now we find ourselves in April, 
and the summer examinations are fast 
approaching.

Growing up, I was not one for indoor 
study. I was more often found out on the 
farm working with sheep! I am thankful 
that, even though I am not a natural 
academic and have been away from 
formal study for almost twenty years, 
that the Lord has graciously given both 
the ability to study and a growing hunger 
to learn more of Him and His Word. 
Prior to beginning college, Greek was 
the subject I most dreaded. However, to 
my surprise, I have taken to it far better 
than I ever expected, and I would even 
say that I quite enjoy it! 

Through the first semester and the 
preparation for the Christmas exams, I 
have also begun to learn how to study 
more effectively and efficiently. I can 
truly say the Lord has helped me and 
given much-needed grace to get through 
my first set of exams. I give Him all the 
glory for enabling me to pass each one. 
The words of 1 Thessalonians 5:24, 
“Faithful is he that calleth you, who also 
will do it,” have proved true. 

Naturally, college has brought changes 
within our home, and I am very 
conscious of the impact this has had on 
both Ashley and Jude. During the exam 
period especially, I was in the house for 
study, but overall, I was absent from 
family life. However, on the whole, we 

can truly say the Lord has been gracious, 
enabling us to find a good balance as a 
family while juggling study, preaching 
engagements, and increased time away 
from home. 

I quickly settled into the routine 
of travelling to the Martyrs, and I 
was able to car-share with Marcus 
Wenlock, another first-year student 
from Magherafelt. This arrangement 
changed with the move to the new 

college building in Tandragee, and with 
this change it has brought a new routine 
for our family. With Ashley teaching 
at Portadown Independent Christian 
School from Monday to Wednesday 
each week, we are now able to travel 
together on those days. This has its own 
benefits, not least that Ashley drives in 
the mornings, allowing me to use the 
time to revise Greek or attend to other 
pressing study.

As students, we are all extremely 
thankful for the new college facilities. 
The building has been finished to a very 
high standard and thoughtfully designed 
to provide an excellent environment for 
study. I make good use of the facilities in 
the afternoons before collecting Ashley 
and Jude to travel home.

Despite the many changes in a short 
space of time, as a family we can clearly 
see the Lord’s hand in it all. We give Him 
all the glory, honour, and praise for His 
faithfulness and provision. Looking back 
over the years leading up to college, we 
can now see how the Lord was ordering 
events, even when at the time we did not 
understand His purposes.

One promise the Lord gave us as we 
entered this season was Philippians 
4:19: “But my God shall supply all your 
need…” We can testify that the Lord’s 
promises are indeed faithful and true. He 
has supplied our needs both practically, 
and in every opportunity I have had to 
preach, I have known His presence and 
help. As a family, we are deeply thankful 
for the prayerful and practical support 
of our home congregation. We sincerely 
appreciate your encouragement and 
kindness. We are truly grateful to 
belong to a congregation that not only 
supports us practically but also upholds 
us in prayer.

Please continue to pray for us, 
particularly as the summer examinations 
approach. The first exam (Greek) is in 
early May, with the main exam period 
taking place over the final three weeks 
of June. Please pray that the Lord would 
bring all things to remembrance, and 
that by the power of the Holy Spirit 
He would grant understanding and a 
deeper knowledge of His Word, both 
for these exams and for future ministry.
Pray also that the Lord would raise up 
and call more young men and women to 
train at Whitefield College of the Bible, 
to be used in full-time ministry and on 
the mission field.


