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Behold, I lay in Sion a Chief Corner Stone

Writer’s Block

From time to time, writers experience
something known as ‘writer's block’.
It is defined as "“a temporary, non-
medical inability to produce new work”.
It can stem from a fear of failure,
perfectionism, burnout, or a loss of
creativity. To overcome this, writers
try many different things, for example,
a change of location, a change of subject
matter, or they take a break from work
altogether and come back to it.

When  writing articles for the
Cornerstone, | always endeavour to use
an anecdotal story or an illustration for
an introduction, but sometimes writer’s
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block comes on, and the pen of my mind
won't budge.

As | thought about this, | considered the
words of the Psalmist in Psalm 45:1,
“My heart is inditing a good matter: |
speak of the things which | have made
touching the king: my tongue is the pen
of a ready writer”. There we see that
the Psalmist had no such problem with
writer's block. The pen of his tongue
was full of matter. He was bursting to
get it out upon the page. And what, or |
should say Who, was his heart dwelling
upon? The Messiah King. The Psalm is
a wonderful passage on the glory, grace,

might, and majesty of the Lord. It also
records for us the King's marriage and
his bride. These are themes and truths
that thrill our heart, and when we do
consider Him, we soon find that the love
and admiration of our hearts begin to
flow. How humbling it is to think that the
great King eternal would take us into
union with Himself, that He would cover
us in the robe of His righteousness and
bring us into His everlasting palace.

Keep looking unto Jesus, the Author and
the Finisher of your faith. There is no
better subject matter that you and | can
contemplate than the King of Kings.

We are thankful for the large number of young
couples that we have in our congregation. The
evening of fellowship is a good time for everyone to relax and get to know each other
better. This year, we were grateful to Alfie Stewart for coming along to do a treasure
hunt and then bring the evening to a close with a timely Word from Psalm 32 v 8.



Work Trip To Canada

Recently, Andy Gillespie, Rev. Stewart,
and | had the privilege to travel to Prince
George, British Columbia, to assist with
the refurbishment of Rev. Simpson’s
basement into more living space, as
they are expecting another child. Prince
George is a town of about 70,000 people
and is eight hours north of Vancouver.
It is known as the northern capital of
British Columbia.

On Wednesday 7th January, we travelled
down to Dublin airport to make our way
to Prince George. We had to firstly fly
to Chicago, then onto Vancouver, then
lastly Prince George. Our first flight was
at 10.40am, and we didn't land until
9.26pm local time. Bear in mind there
is an eight-hour time difference, so
we spent well over twenty-four hours
travelling!

The planwas to fitoutan empty basement
into two bedrooms, a bathroom and a
laundry room. We had a video call and
messaged back and forth with Rev.
Simpson prior to our trip, so he had the
majority of our materials already on site,
which meant that first morning we got
stuck in. We got on well with the work,
but at some stages we weren't sure if

we would get it done or not. We were
up at it from 7am and stopped working
each night at 9pm.

We attended several meetings at
Heritage Free Presbyterian Church.
We joined the youth meeting on Friday
night, where it was a blessing to see the
young people who were so engaging
and inquisitive about the things of God.
We went along to the prayer meeting on
Tuesday night and the Sunday services.

On Sunday afternoon, we drove
approximately two hours and forty
minutes to the Williams Lake Church,
where Rev. Simpson takes the evening
service each week. Each member of the
work team gave their testimony in the
different services, and we sang as a
group in both services.
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Little Bertie is the new baby son of
Philip and Heather McLeister.

(Cornerstone Kids

Winners from the last edition are :-
Olivia Ferguson
Eve Hunter

Charlotte McClintock Age 4

See Mrs Stewart to receive your prize.

Age 8
Age 5

Bertie was born on 25th January 2026.

Three little ladies dressed in red fc;r the February
Mums and Tots on the theme of ‘Love’. They are

Pray for Rev. Simpson and his family,
pray for the work in Canada, and pray for
a man to take up the pulpit in Williams
Lake. Hebrews 6:10

Lilah Nelson, and Jessa and Lily Wilkinson.



Youth Challenge

The Youth Challenge Week commenced
on Sunday 8th February with the much-
anticipated youth rally. We greatly
enjoyed having Rev Stephen Greer
back at youth as our speaker this year,
as he dealt with the subject of ‘Stand
in Awe'. He introduced this topic by
speaking on ‘Stand in Awe of God' from
Psalm 4 v 4 on Sunday evening and then
looked at more specific areas during
the remaining nights, namely, God's
Character, Creation, Covenant, Cross
and Church.

The meetings were well-attended
by both our own youth and many
visitors and friends, which was a great
encouragement to see. The teaching
brought each night was challenging

Children’s Mission

Once again, we had another children’s
mission just a few weeks ago in January,
from the 12th to the 16th, each night at
7pm. The special speaker was Mr Chris
Killen, and the subject for the week
was “Onboard the Ark". As it is with any
special meetings, we always want to
get off to a good start, and we thank the
Lord that He answered that prayer. Each
night, the numbers grew until the hall
was completely filled on the Friday night.
Every night, we felt the Lord's presence,
which was especially evident when the
word of God was being spoken. The
children listened attentively, so much so
you could have heard a pin drop.

to all our hearts, so we pray that this
important subject spoke to the saved
and unsaved young people gathered in.

The message brought on Monday night
was a particular blessing to my own soul.
Rev Greer spoke on Psalm 33, addressing
the subject of God’s Character. The focus
was on God's self-existence, infinity, and
immutability. Rev Greer made the point
that we must stand in awe of God every
day to have consistency and stability in
our lives, because we change daily, and
God is the only one who never changes.
This highlighted the reality of how great
God is and how necessary it is to seek
to stand in awe of Him more and more
each day.

We finished the week off on the Sunday
night when we held our special family
service. Once again, we were soO
encouraged when the Lord brought in
so many children to God's house, and
many of the parents came along as well.
This is something we long to see again
and again. We want to thank you all for
your prayers for the work among our
children. Please continue to pray over
the seed that was sown in the mission
and pray that the Lord would even still
bring forth much fruit.



Testimonies of Grace
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Firstly, | want to thank the Lord that |
have a testimony to share. | grew up
in a Christian home where my parents
faithfully taught my three brothers
and me the gospel from a young age.
| attended church and Sunday school
each week and possessed a simple,
childlike faith. After attending a Christian
summer camp in 2014, | believed | was
saved. Yet, as the years passed, that
early relationship with the Lord faded.
As | grew older, | wanted to live for the
world, and my heart became distant and
spiritually cold.

In 2015, | moved to Scotland for
university and entered a very different
environment. I struggled  with
friendships and relationships, which
soon became my greatest temptations.
| surrounded myself with people who
encouraged living for self and following
whatever felt right. Over time, | drifted
further from the Lord and fell into sins |
never imagined | would.

Even then, the Lord did not abandon
me. | often felt conviction, yet instead
of running to Him, | allowed guilt and
shame to push me away. | feared being
a hypocrite and cared too much about
others’ opinions. | forgot the truth of

It was a real encouragement to see so many people
come forward for baptism recently. Joanna and Harry

were two of the young people who were baptised.

Scripture — that “while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom 5:7-8).
A long-term relationship later became
another barrier between me and God.
Although | thought | was building the life
| wanted, | felt restless and without true
peace. My life lacked a firm foundation.

In His mercy, the Lord continued to
work in my heart. In May last year, He
humbled me and brought me to genuine
repentance. | saw clearly my sin and
my deep need of Him. | prayed for
restoration, spiritual growth, and for a
life shaped by His will. Graciously, He
answered. | am now part of a faithful
church family in Glasgow and have been
richly blessed with supportive Christian
friendships.

I'll finish by sharing a quote from Martin
Luther that | first heard many years
ago and that means even more to me
today: “I have held many things in my
hands and lost them all; but whatever |
have placed in God’s hands, that | still
possess.”

Today, | give all glory to the Lord for
His redeeming grace. Amen. (Mark 8:35,
Micah 7:19)
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Average Weekly Offering £6137
Home & Foreign Missions £ 4243
Building Fund £1078
UK Fund £ 275
Uganda School & Sponsorship £ 3770
Jamaica Aid Appeal £ 1930
Rev P Baker £ 1533
Rev G Hamilton £ 1195
Nepal Orphanage £ 500
Rev T Laverty £ 350
Liberia Radio £ 200
Paul & Cheryl Mcintyre £ 200
Gardenstown FPC £ 150
LTBS & Nepal Radio £ 250
Mr D Warwick £ 150
Liberia £ 140
Miss Noreen McAfee £ 100
Rev A Simpson £ 100
Mr C Maxwell £ 50
Rev D McAuley £ 50
Rev A Alvarez £ 50

Average Weekly Offering £ 4739
Home & Foreign Missions £ 2976
Building Fund £1393
UK Fund £ 277
Rev J Creane £ 3078
Rev G Hamilton £ 410
Uganda School £ 200
Kenya General £ 200
Liberia Radio £ 200
Gardenstown FPC £ 160
SGA - Ladies Fellowship £ 135
LTBS £ 100
Mr C Maxwell £ 100
Rev D McAuley £ 100
Rev A Alvarez £ 100
Mr D Warwick £ 100
Jamaica Aid Appeal £ 100
Missionary Boxes £ 92
Liberia £ 50
Miss Joy Gillespie £ 50
Miss Elizabeth Edwards £ 30

| was born and reared just outside
Broughshane and am thankful for so
many Christian influences in my life.  had
always attended church with my family
and also went along to the Children's
Monday night meetings at Broughshane
Gospel Hall. It was there | was given a
clear understanding of the gospel and
what | must do to be saved. As a young
boy, | remember asking Christ into my
heart but never had much reassurance
for many years later.

As | grew up, | wanted to go into the
world and experience some of what it
had to offer. | was keeping one foot in the
door of the church and the other in the
world and telling myself that this was
perfectly ok, and | didn’t need to change
my ways. | was still calling myself a
Christian but had no desire for godly
things. | had a profession of Christ but
no possession of Christ. It is only now
since being saved that | have realised
that there is so much more to Christ
than just a vain profession.

Chloe and | were invited along and
attended the Spring Mission here
in 2023. Afterwards, we started to
attend some evening gospel services
throughout the summer and autumn. It
was only because Chloe encouraged me
to go that | repeatedly heard the gospel
preached, and through time, | came to
realise that | was not walking right with
God.

It was in October 2023 that | remember
being convicted of my sin. The Lord
was dealing with me about needing to
change my ways. Conviction was heavy
upon me as | sat in the Farmers Mission
in Ballymena Livestock Market. With
a battle going on in my heart, | asked
the Lord into my heart and to save and
cleanse me from my sins. My life hasn't
been the same since. All glory be to God!
2 Corinthians 5:17: “Therefore if any
man be in Christ, he is a new creature:
old things are passed away; behold all
things are become new.”

CALENDAR

» Thursday 5th March
Seniors Dinner

* Sunday 22nd - Friday 27th March
Week of Prayer

* Sunday 5th April
Easter Services

* Sunday 19th April
Commencement of Gospel Mission
at LTBS Centre, Ahoghill
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