
December 23rd 2022, was a sad day for 
the Rev. Beggs and his family, but it was 
a day of triumph for his dear wife. Around 
seven o’clock in the evening, Mrs. Beggs 
departed, suddenly but very peacefully, 
to be with her blessed Saviour and Lord. 
Her funeral and memorial service took 
place on December 28th. 

During the church service, I referred 
to Mrs. Beggs as a ‘mother in Israel’. 
Undoubtedly, there are scores of women 
who emerge in Biblical history, all of 
them bearing the marks of being mothers 
in God’s Israel. However, the phrase 
itself is employed in Scripture just a few 
times, the most eminent reference being 
found in Judges 5:7 where it is used 
of Deborah. It is a term that signifies a 
godly woman, raised up by the Lord to 
fulfil a special role, a spiritual role, in 
His kingdom. The term is indicative of 
a Christ-like lady who makes an impact 
for God in her generation. I have no 
hesitation in stating that such a lady was 
Mrs. Margaret Beggs. I am persuaded 
that this epithet succinctly sums up her 
life.

This lovely phrase contains the 
thought of being a member of the 
Israel of God, signified by the words ‘in 
Israel’. Deborah was in Israel by birth, 
belonging to the nation of the Lord’s 
people. Mrs. Margaret Beggs, when just 
a young girl, was saved by the grace of 
God and was brought by the new birth 
into membership within spiritual Israel. 
In that way the foundation was laid for 
what she was destined to be in coming 
years as a mother in the Israel of God. 
Mrs. Beggs, as a young wife and mother, 

found herself in the position of being 
the lady of the manse. Her husband, the 
Rev. Beggs, at the call of God, left his 
occupation as a high school teacher to 
preach the glorious gospel of grace. It 
was in that context that his beloved wife 
fulfilled her role as a mother in Israel. 
Therefore, those of us who knew her so 
well can look back upon her ministry 
in the Israel of God. Yes – like Deborah 
who served the Lord in her generation, 
Mrs. Beggs, as a pastor’s wife and over 
a lengthy period, ministered to her God. 

In her calling, Mrs. Margaret Beggs 
was exemplary. Out of love for her God 
and Saviour, and in her devotion to her 
dear husband, she sacrificed much and 
laboured faithfully by his side. This 
space does not allow me to itemise all 
that she accomplished. However, the 
Lord knows, and already she has heard 
His voice of commendation when her 
redeemed soul entered the glory above. 
Therefore, I pen this tribute to a dear 
friend and do not hesitate to salute the 
memory of one who was a true ‘mother 
in Israel’.

A Mother in Israel Rev. John Greer
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Rev. Andrew Stewart
Gardeners, at this time of the year, are 
eager to get into the garden. However, 
enthusiasm needs to be tempered with 
the acceptance that we live in a climate 
where the saying, “Don’t cast a clout 
until May is out” is wise counsel.  One 
way to shorten the wait and lengthen 
the growing season is a greenhouse, so 
after much research I took the plunge 
and got one.  My plan is to have two crops 
of certain vegetables this year.  I hope 
the greenhouse will enable me to do 
what is known as ‘succession planting’, 
where as soon as one harvested crop 
comes out of the ground, another well-
established plant is put in its place.

The greenhouse provides an 
environment which shelters from the 
wind, protects from the birds, and 

preserves from the biting frost.  In a 
similar sense, isn’t that the type of 
environment we want to provide in 
our congregation?  We desire that the 
Meeting House would be a place where 
all will be sheltered from the winds of 
false doctrine, a place where the fowls 
of the air are prevented by the prayers 
of God’s people from snatching away 
the good seed of the Word, and a place 
where the coldness of indifference is 
dispelled by a warm genuine Christlike 
love for one another.  

I pray our church building will be a place 
in which believers thrive and not strive, 
and that it will be an environment where 
every child of God grows in grace and in 
the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ.  May we also have a mind 

for ‘succession planting.’  It ought to be 
our desire that others will grow up as 
tender plants who will one day take our 
place to spread the glorious gospel.  We 
cry with the words of the paraphrase, 
“God of our fathers! be the God, Of their 
succeeding race.”

The Greenhouse



Once again it is good to be able to share 
with you an update on the work among 
the children in Ballymena. We thank the 
Lord for His presence in our meetings 
each week, and we also thank you for 
your prayers. We ended the year with 
our Christmas party, and we had a great 
evening of fun and fellowship with the 
boys and girls.

Each week we 
continue to see 
a large number 
gathering in, 
with children 
coming in from 
the different 
estates. We 
thank the Lord 
for drawing 
them in to hear 
the word of 
God. Please 
remember the 
work in Ballykeel Primary School since 
we will soon have the opportunity of 
taking the junior assembly. Please pray 
that the Lord will use His word and open 
new doors of opportunity.

Also, please pray for the team as 
we seek to produce a leaflet for use 

in inviting children from the foreign 
national communities, made up mainly of 
Romanian people. In Ballymena there is 
a tremendous need, with many children 
who have never been reached with the 
gospel! Please continue to pray that the 
Lord would save both these children and 
also those in our congregation and make 
them trophies of His grace.

Children's Work

Little Bessie Jean Heyburn 
arrived on 16th December 2022 

to first time parents Reuben 
and Charlotte Heyburn. She 

weighed in at 6 lb 4 oz. 

Philip McClintock

Outreach to Gardenstown
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y It was a privilege to be able to accompany 
Alastair and Rev. David McMillan on 
their recent trip to Uganda. Their time 
was spent in the oversight of the work, 
attending meetings, and dealing with 
various issues as members of the 
Uganda sub-committee of Mission Board. 
I was able to help with assemblies and 
Sunday school as well as keep everyone 
fed while we were there! We were also 
able to take part in various meetings in 
the church along with the weekly open 

air in the local village and the Sunday 
afternoon services for prisoners in two 
local prisons.

Trip to Uganda Jenni Hamilton

Under the auspices of the Youth Council, 
a group of ten young people from 
different Free Presbyterian churches 
travelled to Gardenstown to take part in 
a weekend of outreach in the Rev. Tom 
Laverty’s church. We met as a group 
at Belfast City Airport for the flight to 
Edinburgh. We then drove to Aberdeen 
where we met Rev. Laverty and began 
to do some outreach. We all took part in 
singing, giving out tracts and sharing our 
favourite Bible verses, and some of the 
group had an opportunity to preach on 
the streets. It was a great and different 
experience. We ran the outreach for 
approximately three hours with around 
1000 tracts given out. After the outreach, 
we had dinner kindly provided by the 
Gardenstown church. That night we had 
a meeting and a time of prayer. On the 
Sunday morning we met for a time of 

prayer together with the Lord’s people. 
We assisted in the morning service, 
leading and singing as a group, and 
Rev. Laverty preached. On the Sunday 
afternoon we went to the home of a 
member of the congregation for a most 
amazing roast dinner and delicious 
desserts. It was great to have fellowship 
and speak with the members of the 
congregation. On the Sunday evening we 
sang together, and then Mark McClintock 
preached about the thief on the cross. 
There was a time of fellowship after the 
meeting, with supper provided. It was a 
blessed weekend, meeting new people, 
and getting the opportunity to serve; 
and we are thankful that throughout the 
whole weekend the presence of the Lord 
was felt. We pray that the Lord will move 
in Gardenstown and save souls and add 
them to the church.

Ethan McKillen & Anna Maternaghan



Youth Challenge
The speaker for our Youth Challenge 
week was Rev. Stephen Nelson from 
Rasharkin Free Presbyterian Church. 

Mr. Nelson 
covered the 
subject of 
O f f e r i n g s 
found in 
the first five 
chapters of 
the book of 
L e v i t i c u s . 
These five 
c h a p t e r s 
lay out a lot 

of practical challenges both for the 
Christian and the sinner .

The five offerings covered were:-
- The Burnt Offering (Leviticus Ch 1)
- The Meat Offering (Leviticus Ch 2)
- The Peace Offering (Leviticus Ch 3)

- The Sin Offering (Leviticus Ch 4)
- The Trespass Offering (Leviticus Ch 5)

Each evening before the meeting there 
was a half hour of prayer so that our 
young people could pray for the meeting 
and for the Rev. Nelson. The Leaders 
of our youth led the meetings and each 
night there were different singers, 
through whom we were blessed. 
Afterwards we had food and fellowship 
and an opportunity to discuss the subject 
addressed.

In the meetings, we felt the Lord’s 
presence. There was stillness 
throughout. We could see the 
attentiveness in the faces of the young 
people. On the Friday evening we were 
left with a verse of challenge found 
in the familiar portion of Scripture 
Romans 12:1 – “I beseech you therefore 

brethren, by the mercies of God that ye 
present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your 
reasonable service.” I hope this verse 
challenges you as it has challenged me.

Michael Porter

FEEDBACK
Email 1
Dear Reverend Greer, and Brother Stewart

I am a born again Christian..My name is Sharon. I watch your 
sermons on Sermon Audio most every Sunday. 

I just want to encourage both you preachers. I’ve learned so 
much from your preaching and your Spirit filled messages. I 
am glad for the technology that brings you to America via the 
Internet!

I am just a lowly servant letting you know that I am thankful 
for your services and labor in the Word! I get up every Sunday 
looking forward to your messages before I attend my own 
church.

You are a blessing!

Mr. Stewart, I listen to various sermons on SermonAudio.com 
while I am taking my morning walk at the local mall. I listened 
to your ordination service this morning, and it was a blessing 
to hear Mr. Greer’s introduction, Mr. Dane’s message, and 
your testimony at the end. I regularly include messages from 
Ballymena in my downloads. Every blessing to you and to 
Rev. Greer.

Email 2

Listening from Oregon USA. 

Thank you for sharing your evening services which I get 
live at 10:30 a.m. I appreciate the respectful attire of your 
congregation. It is refreshing to see hymnals instead of 
electronic modes. I love your ministers and godly messages.

Email 3

We include emails sent by those who have 
been watching our webcasts across the world

The lasting impression of Emmanuel 
Christian School is the scale of the work. 
The school has now more than 500 
pupils, both day-school and boarders, 
and over 30 members of staff. There is a 
lot to organise each day, from assembly 

at 7.30 am to supper for the 
boarders at 9.00 pm. Miss 
McAfee has a heavy load, but her 
previous years of experience in 
Kenya have meant she has a 
clear vision for the work of the 
Uganda school. 

Within the church, it is 
encouraging to see some of the 

young men taking on more responsibility 
and leadership. The arrival of Rev. 
Carscadden in early summer DV will be 
of great assistance to them and to the 
building up of the church.

We can play our part at home by 
continuing to pray for this mission 
work, and in giving financially to meet 
the running costs of the school and the 
needs of the missionaries.



• Tuesday 14th March -                            
 Rev R. Carscadden (Deputation)

• Thursday 23rd March -                     
 Senior Citizen's Dinner

• Tuesday 28th March -                   
 Congregational Meeting     

• Sunday 16th April -                           
 Gospel Mission commences

Brian and Carol Donnelly have been associated with the Ballymena church for 
many years. 

December 2022 January 2023
Average weekly offering
Home & Foreign Missions
Building Fund
UK Fund
Liberia School
LTBS
Stephen Greer   
Joanne Greer
Glenn Hamilton
Emergency Aid
Building Bridges
Kenya General
Kenya - Ladies Fellowship
Uganda General
Gregory Gibson
Liberia Radio
Joy Gillespie
Noreen McAfee
Rev J Hanna
Rev M Patterson
Missionary Council Boxes

£ 5104
£ 4580
£   510
£   216
£   800
£   620
£   565
£   505
£   340
£   300
£   280
£   250
£   190
£   100
£   100
£   100
£   100
£   100
£   100
£   100
£     96

Average weekly offering
Home & Foreign Missions
Building Fund
UK Fund
Glenn Hamilton
Whitefield Students Gift
Nepal
Youth Council
Ballymoney IC School
Nepal Orphanage
Stephen Greer 
Rev S Pollock
Uganda General
Joanne Greer
LTBS
Kenya - Ladies Fellowship
Liberia & Radio
Colin Maxwell
Rev T Laverty
Angel Alvarez
Gregory Gibson
Building Bridges

£  5384
£  2755
£    508
£    154
£  2491
£  1500
£    500
£    451
£    400
£    400
£    334
£    300
£    300
£    150
£    120
£    105
£    200
£    100
£    100
£    100
£    100
£      80

Brian
I was born and brought up in the village 
of Carniny just outside Ballymena, with 
one brother and one sister.  Neither 
of my parents knew the Lord in those 
days; but my grandmother, who lived 
with us, was a saved lady so we had 
some knowledge of spiritual things.  
We moved into Ballymena when I was 
around sixteen. 

I started to sample alcohol at the age of 
fourteen, and the desire for it increased 
as the years went on.  I met Carol and 
we married in 1977.  Alan and Andrene 
came along so we had to find a bigger 
home.  Elaine was born six years after 
Andrene. We bought an old house and 
renovated it.  I thought the work would 
also help to keep my mind off the drink, 
but it made no difference. 

On 30 May 1982, Carol and I had a serious 
motorcycle accident.  Ironically, a drunk 
driver pulled across us.  We sustained 
serious injuries, but the Lord’s hand was 
upon us.  I had nearly three months to 
think about many things – it was a very 
trying time.  I remember occasionally 

reading the New Testament and Psalms 
printed by the Gideons which was on 
the bedside locker.  I continued to read 
this book periodically over the next 
few weeks. Then one Friday night after 
a time of drinking I came under great 
conviction, and I cried to the Lord to 
deliver me from this curse.  I fell asleep, 
and when I awoke in the morning the 
craving for drink had gone.  Everything 
was different.  I can truly say with the 
Psalmist “This poor man cried, and the 
Lord heard him and saved him out of all 
his trouble”. 

That was over forty years ago.  There 
have been many ups and downs and 
some dark days, but Christ has always 
drawn near when I needed Him most.  
I thank God for his mercy, grace, and 
longsuffering towards me.  I also thank 
God for a godly wife, godly pastors, 
elders, and friends. 

“But God commendeth his love towards 
us, in that, while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us.” (Romans 5 v 8)

Carol 
Like Brian, I was also brought up in 
Carniny, the second in a family of six.  
My parents were not saved then, and I 
don’t remember being sent to Sunday 
School or Church.  However, after 
starting High School I attended a couple 
of missions, and I learned that I needed 
to be saved.  I met Brian in 1973, and we 
married in 1977.  We were blessed with 
three loving children in our home.  As 
Brian mentioned, in May 1982 we were 
involved in a serious accident.  Due to 

complications, I spent a few days 
inintensive care, and the Doctor told 
Brian I had a 50/50 chance of survival.  
Looking back, I thank God for His hand 
upon me at that time.   

In May 1983, my father-in-law was 
taken into hospital very seriously ill.  
That night standing at the kitchen sink, 
the Lord put the thought into my mind 
- if you died, where would you spend 
eternity.  I tried to put the thought out 
of my mind, but it became more intense. 
Without delay I asked the Lord into my 
heart to forgive me for all my sins.  God 
says in John 6v37 “…him that cometh to 
me I will in no wise cast out.”  The next 
morning, I knew I was a changed person; 
the weight of sin was lifted off me, and I 
knew I was a child of God.  
 
Sadly, I didn’t go on with the Lord. 
However, in 1985, I attended a mission 
in Ballee Baptist Church, and at the end 
of the meeting the preacher, Mr Ivan 
Thompson, pointed me back to the Lord.  
I have let the Lord down many times, but 
He remains faithful.  I have had a few 
times of doubt, but the Lord assures me 
in His word that I am His. (Exodus 20 v 2)
  
I started to attend Ballymena Free 
Presbyterian Sabbath services and 
some time later the Monday night 
prayer meetings. The Rev. James Beggs 
was our minister then.  I love getting 
to the prayer meetings and I thank God 
for the faithful teaching of our present 
ministers. I have the joy of serving the 
Lord with the Consider Christ outreach 
team and helping at Mums and Tots.  
These are a real blessing to me.  I 
thank God for saving Brian and me and 
changing our lives. 

God tells us in His Word, “Boast not 
thyself of tomorrow; for thou knowest 
not what a day may bring forth” 
(Proverbs 27 v 1). I give God all the 
glory, for it all belongs to Him.

My Testimony
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