
Christmas is a time when families get 
together and meet relatives who may 
not have been seen for some time. 
So, Christmas is often a time of family 
reunions. My own brother is home from 
Australia with his wife and two children. 
This is the first time that my boys have 
ever met their Uncle, Aunt, and cousins, 
and it was such a wonderful surprise to 
see them walk into church last Sunday 
evening.  

There are several family reunions 
mentioned in the Bible.  It’s estimated 
that Jacob met his brother Esau after 
twenty years of separation. That was 
a family reunion which filled Jacob 

with dread when he remembered his 
treachery.  But he committed his way 
to the Lord who went before him and 
made the rough places smooth and the 
crooked ways straight.  We could also 
think of the reunion between Joseph and 
his family in Egypt.  That is a marvellous 
account of the overarching purpose 
of God to order for good what men 
meant for evil.  The Lord preserved the 
Abrahamic line from which the promised 
Messiah would come.  

The Apostle Paul in Ephesians mentions 
“the whole family in heaven and earth.”  
There is only one family in view - the 
redeemed on earth belong to the same 

family as the redeemed in heaven. 
Moreover, the greatest family reunion 
will take place at the consummation of 
redemption when the whole family of 
God gather around the throne and the 
Lamb.  For some, this past year has been 
difficult.  A loved one has departed; thus, 
a place will be empty this Christmas 
and hearts will be heavy. But the hope 
of the gospel is that those who are the 
Lord’s will meet again.  What a family 
reunion that will be! Let us pray for one 
another and for those in our families 
who are not yet saved, that we will all 
be present when God’s family is finally 
and eternally reunited.
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Along with the General Presbytery, we 
as a local congregation deeply abhor the 
wicked act of the commissioning of full 
abortion services in Northern Ireland.

Recently, Northern Ireland Secretary, 
Mr. Chris Heaton-Harris, wrote to the 
Department of Health at Stormont to 
commission full abortion services. This 
announcement is another step in the 
liberalisation of this Province’s abortion 
laws, following on from 2019, when 
legislation was passed by Westminster. 
Since then, individual health trusts 
have offered abortion services on an 
ad-hoc basis, but Northern Ireland’s 
Department of Health had not centrally 
commissioned the implementation of 
full abortion services due to the political 
impasse at Stormont. Consequently, in 

May 2021, the Westminster Government 
passed regulations that removed the 
need for the Department of Health at 
Stormont to seek the approval of the 
wider executive. This legislation gave 
the Secretary of State himself the 
authority to commission the so-called 
abortion services. This he has now done. 

The Secretary of State said, “The 
UK Government is steadfast in its 
commitment to ensuring women of 
Northern Ireland have access to safe, 
high-quality, and local abortion services. 
As Secretary of State for Northern 
Ireland, my officials at the Northern 
Ireland Office and I will continue to 
work with the Department of Health 
and healthcare professionals to ensure 
a range of abortion services become 
readily available across all health and 

social care trusts in the coming months.”
What Mr. Heaton-Harris has done, is 
deceitfully portrayed as a matter of 
health for women, when, in the light of 
God’s infallible Word, it is a matter of the 
murder of the unborn. Therefore, what 
has taken place will intensify the divine 
judgment that already rests upon our 
ungodly society for its defiance of God 
and its perpetration of all the wickedness 
that is being promoted by evil men.

Having recourse in prayer to God’s 
throne, let us come before Him in 
repentant mourning over the wickedness 
of both legislators and citizens. Moral 
and spiritual collapse is on every hand. 
May God have mercy on us by sending 
from heaven a breath of awakening by 
His Spirit.   

Abhorrent Decision on Abortion

Our senior elder, Mr Roy Sampson had a milestone birthday in 
October. The ‘Consider Christ’ team travelling to Mullingar surprised 

him with a cake, to celebrate his 80th birthday.

At the AGM, Mr John Nicholl was recognised for his many 
years of videography at various Church meetings and 

functions. He was presented with holiday vouchers for he 
and his wife.  

Rev. John Greer

The Ladies Fellowship 
held their Christmas 
Carol Service on 12th 
December. It was a 
wonderful night of praise 
and  encouragement. 
Taking part were a duet 
with Jerusha Greer and 
Faith Haffey, a men’s 
quartet made up of 
Stephen Greer, Ashley 
Cotton, Mark McAuley 
and Derek Douglas. Girls 
from Youth Fellowship 
played their instruments, 
with a solo from Fayth 
Greer. Various ladies from 
Ladies Fellowship read 
the relevant scriptures 
and Judy Crabbe brought 
some closing thoughts on 
the 'Fear nots' of scripture.

Ladies Fellowship Carol Service



Bible Conference
The week of Bible Conference was a time of great blessing to all those who 
attended. Rev Wagner touched many hearts as he dealt with the subject 
of  ‘Struggling Saints’. During the week his subjects included a thorn in the 
flesh, wayward children, falls and failures, a consistent prayer life, worry, 
and a holy tongue. He finished on the Friday night on a note of triumph with 
a message entitled 'The end of all our struggles '. 

Youth Dinner

Christmas Children's Meeting

The annual Youth dinner was held on Wednesday 14th December. It was a 
night of fun and food, with around 70 young people attending.



• Monday 8th - Friday 12th January - 
Week of Prayer

• Tuesday 10th January -                    
Youth Council Deputation

• Sunday 12th - Friday 17th February - 
Youth Challenge - Rev Stephen Nelson

Christina is a quiet, faithful attender of our church.  She lives ouside Kells and 
has a keen interest in the 1859 revival which commenced in her townland.

October 2022 November 2022
Average weekly offering
Home & Foreign Missions
Building Fund
UK Fund
Liberia School
Education Board
Angel Alvarez    
D Nandy
Rev J Boyle
Alex Bernabeu
Kenya - Ladies Fellowship
Glenn Hamilton
Liberia Radio
Gregory Gibson
Building Bridges
Joanne Greer
Colin Maxwell
LTBS
Christian Logan

£ 4693
£ 2485
£ 1663
£   259
£ 1300
£ 1138
£ 1000
£   800
£   800
£   450
£   325
£   200
£   100
£   100
£     80
£     50
£     50
£     50
£     50

Average weekly offering
Home & Foreign Missions
Building Fund
UK Fund
LTBS
Kenya - Ladies Fellowship
Building Bridges
Glenn Hamilton
Joanne Greer
Liberia Radio
Gregory Gibson
Uganda School
Liberia School
Colin Maxwell
Stephen Greer
Angel Alvarez

£  5837
£  2560
£    391
£    125
£  2780
£    525
£    380
£    250
£    160
£    100
£    100
£      75
£      50
£      50
£      50
£      50

Christina Marks
“Amazing grace! How sweet the sound, 
That saved a wretch like me, 
I once was lost, but now am found; 
Was blind but now I see."

These words of John Newton’s, which 
describe what God’s grace had done 
for him, became my own personal 
experience when the same grace was 
wrought in my life on 2nd March 1968.
 
I was a Christmas baby, born 25th 
December, into a home where good 
moral values were taught; but sadly I 
was not brought up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord. My father was 
not a Christian. My mother had married 
into an unequal yoke, as a backslider, 
although she still attended church. As 
I grew up through childhood and into 
teenage years, I was not the least bit 
interested in going to church and got 
away with not going, as dad took my 
part! For a short time, I did go to Sunday 
school in Ballymacvea Gospel Hall, 
which was just down the road from us. 
Mum and I would also go to some of their 
Sunday evening gospel meetings. Many 
times, I came away from those meetings 
in great fear, after being warned about 
the terrors of hell awaiting those who 
die without Christ. Although afraid, I was 
not convinced or convicted of my sinful 
state! Without conviction there is no 
repentance, without repentance, there 
is no salvation. Salvation is of the Lord.

Like most teenagers, I continued in 
my aimless empty life, being a little 
rebellious and living with little or no 
thought about my soul or the God who 
created me. Then the day came when 

the Lord brought a dear Christian lady, 
Margaret Wylie, across my path. She 
had come to live near us, and as we both 
worked in Ballymena, I began to travel to 
work with her. Sometime after meeting 
Margaret, a mission took place in Kells 
Presbyterian Church, where Margaret 
and my mother attended. The preacher 
was Mr Michael Perrott. Margaret took 
her opportunity to invite me along. I 
wasn’t really interested, but decided 
that I would go just one night, to please 
her. The Lord had other plans though! 
Instead of going one night, I found myself 
going night after night to the mission. I 
had no idea what was happening to me! 

I felt miserable and wretched. Of course 
God was bringing me under conviction 
and opening my blinded eyes to see 
my great need of the Saviour. There 
was a battle right until the end of those 
meetings, but praise God, His power 
set me free. He brought me out of the 
kingdom of darkness into the kingdom 
of His own dear Son. Shortly after my 
conversion, mum came back to the Lord, 
and that was a great time of rejoicing. 

In 1983, my father died. A few years 
prior to this, he had begun to attend 

meetings in Ballee Mission Hall with my 
mum, and had got himself a Bible; but 
there was no open confession of faith. 
After dad died, mum and I were left on 
our own. We had a good relationship and 
worked together well in the running of 
our home. My Mother was blessed with 
good health into her nineties; and when 
the time came that care was needed, I 
am so thankful that I was able to look 
after her at home. She went to be with 
her Saviour on 14th January 2018, at 
the age of 103. I would like to mention 
Courtney Smyth, who was so faithful in 
visiting mum at home and in hospital. 
He always read and prayed and brought 
great comfort and encouragement to us 
both.

For a good number of years, I went to 
Kells Presbyterian church and was 
involved in Sunday School and other 
areas of witness. A few of us formed 
a singing group in the early seventies, 
and we sang and testified in churches 
and mission halls across the country. 
The time came, however, when I became 
unhappy with certain issues within the 
hierarchy of the Presbyterian church. It 
was through the invitation of someone I 
knew who attended Ballymena FPC, that 
I started to attend this church. I know 
it was the Lord’s will for me, as I have 
been greatly blessed sitting under the 
ministry of men who preach the whole 
counsel of God.

I can say that being a child of God 
doesn’t make the trials of life go away; 
in fact the opposite is true. God’s people 
are so hated by Satan that he attacks 
us with his fiery darts. However, the 
amazing truth is that our God uses what 
the enemy intends for evil, to conform 
us more and more to the image and 
likeness of His dear Son. 

Romans 5 v 3,4; “And not only so, but 
we glory in tribulations also: knowing 
that tribulation worketh patience; And 
patience, experience; and experience, 
hope:”

My Testimony
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