
Over our summer holidays, we moved 
to the Manse at 5 Old Antrim Road.  
As a family, we want to take this 
opportunity to thank the congregation 
for the provision of this lovely home. 
We deeply appreciate the work that 
the Committee carried out to refresh 
the property.  Moving house takes a 
lot of work – packing and unpacking 
boxes, dismantling furniture to get it 
downstairs and out the door, only to 
take it in the door and upstairs to build it 
together again.

I have to say that I relished the 
opportunity to use my new cordless 
drill and build some flat pack 
furniture.  Each item came with all 
the necessary components, fittings 
and of course, instructions.  At the 
beginning I read the instructions 
very carefully, following the steps 
outlined and using the screws 
provided.  Soon I became familiar 
with the fittings, and the steps were 
pretty much the same for each piece 
of furniture. I began to take only a 
cursory glance at the instructions, 
and that’s when my problems began!  
Sometimes I found I had skipped a few 
steps or had done them in the wrong 
order. This meant I ended up with a 
piece in the wrong place, or the wrong 
way round.  I then had to dismantle what 
I had built!

As I thought about this, I considered 
that in the Bible we have instructions 
on how to live as Christians.  The 
danger is that familiarity with what 
the Bible teaches can lead to believers 

only giving it a cursory glance.  This is 
when problems begin, and mistakes are 
made that would otherwise be avoided 
if we carefully followed God’s Word.   
Someone has suggested that BIBLE is an 
acronym for Basic-Instructions-Before-
Leaving-Earth. I know the Bible is much 
more than that; it’s the revelation of 
the Person and Work of Jesus Christ. 
However, no matter how familiar we 
are with its teachings, we are to follow 
it carefully. It is then that we will walk 
in paths of righteousness, pleasantness, 
and peace.    

Moving House Rev. Andrew Stewart
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Rev. John GreerBible Conference 
In a few weeks, God willing, we will 
be convening Bible Conference 2022, 
commencing on Saturday evening 
October 29th at 7.30pm. Essentially 
this step is the reconvening of the 
Bible Conference after a lapse of two 
years. The last conference was held in 
October 2019, when the guest preachers 
were Dr. Alan Cairns and Dr. John 
Douglas. During those meetings there 
was tremendous preaching by both 
men, each in his own inimitable style. 
However, during that week we had no 
idea what the coming months held for 
us. A year later, we were still amid the 
throes of a global pandemic, during 
which Dr. Cairns passed away on the 5th 
of November 2020. I still find it difficult to 
realise that Dr. Cairns is gone from us. I 
thank God that we have the recordings 
of his mighty preaching during so many 

past Conferences, but it saddens my 
heart still as I recognise that we will 
never again see him stand in our pulpit 
to bring God’s message. From a human 
perspective, his passing remains an 
incalculable loss to Christ’s Church on 
this earth.

However, God’s will for us is to press 
on by resuming our Annual Bible 
Conference. This conference took place 
for the first time in June 2002. Thus, 
this up-coming week of Bible preaching 
will be our 19th Conference, and I trust 
you are looking forward to it with all 
your soul. As you are aware, the guest 
preacher will be the Rev. John Wagner, 
now living in Greenville, South Carolina, 
USA. Rev. Wagner was last with us 
at the Conference held in September 
2017, and his dear wife, who was with 

him then, has subsequently gone home 
to be with the Lord. For that reason, 
there is a deep sense of sadness in our 
hearts as we anticipate these meetings. 
Undoubtedly, as Rev. Wagner arrives 
among us, he will feel that sadness, so 
please pray that the Lord will lift and 
console his heart as he comes among us 
once again.

As has been announced, Mr. Wagner will 
address us on the theme of Struggling 
Saints. This is a vitally important theme 
for these present days, for God’s people 
endure struggles of many kinds. Pray for 
Rev. Wagner to be filled with the Spirit 
as he preaches. Pray for your own heart 
to be prepared to receive the preaching 
that will be delivered. We look forward 
to a blessed time. May God favour us 
with His presence.



The Committee has overseen the 
refurbishment of the Church Manse at 5 
Old Antrim Road.  While every job cannot 
be detailed the following is a summary 
of the works.  

The wooden front door has been 
replaced with a composite PVC door; and 
the remaining wooden window frames, 
many of which were showing signs of 
deterioration, were also replaced with 
PVC windows.  Some window openings, 
which were from floor to ceiling, were 
built up to sill height.  This will mean 
a great improvement with heating 
efficiency.  New blinds were also fitted in 
all the windows.  

A major piece of work was the 
installation of a new staircase.  This 
involved a new configuration to ensure 
it fitted in the space, while making sure 
it conformed to regulations.  The end 
result is fantastic. 

A number of walls and ceilings needed 
remedial plastering and the wooden 
ceiling in the front living room was 
replaced with a level plastered one.  
New white internal doors were also 
fitted, with their hardware.  

The kitchen and bathrooms were all 
in good condition so much of the work 
undertaken was a refresh of the decor.  
The walls, ceilings and woodwork were 
painted throughout the house and new 
carpets and floor coverings were fitted.  
The solid wooden floors in the living 
room and dining area were sanded and 
revarnished, leaving them like new.

Plumbing and electrical work was also 
carried out, making sure that everything 
was up to standard.  With respect to 
outside work, a new double-bunded oil 
tank was fitted, replacing the old single-

bunded one, and a new set of gates for 
the driveway was fabricated.  

All the work has been carried out 
to an excellent standard producing 
a comfortable modern home.  We 
would like to thank the property sub- 
committee, for their hard work on this 
project.

Manse Works 

Adam and Hannah Wilkinson 
with their baby daughter, 

Jessa Ivanna Elizabeth, born 
1st September 2022, weighing 

8lb 8oz. 

Two happy sisters, Isla and Sophie 
welcome their little brother Noah 

Thomas into the family. Noah 
was born on 2nd August 2022 
to Rodney and Debbie McCosh, 

weighing 9 lb 7oz.

New Babies Ladies 
Fellowship

The Manse at Old Antrim Road has been modernised and refreshed 
for Rev and Mrs Stewart and their young family

Rev Andrew Stewart

Jude has a new baby 
brother, little Seth Asher 
Smyth. He is the baby son 
of Courtney and Kathryn 

Smyth, born on 28th 
August, weighing 8lb 8oz. 

The Ladies enjoyed their coffee in the 
grand surroundings of Lissan House on 

their day out in June. 



Children's Work It was a busy summer of activities in the childrens work. The Outreach 
at Ballymena Show and two Bible clubs were well attended.

At the start of the Summer Outreach 
approximately 1800 packs were put 
together to be used for the witness at 
Ballymena Show on 18th June. These 
packs were also distributed to all homes 
in our local catchment areas prior to our 
main Bible Club in August.

From 27th June -1st July we held 
meetings in Ballykeel 2 estate. The 
Church tent was set up on the green 
and children’s evangelist Joyce Walsh 

took the meetings each night. It was a 
blessed time spent with the children 
from the area. 

From 8-12th August we had our main 
Bible Club in the church building, with 
the theme ‘Animals in the Bible’.  We had 
over 160 children attending each night. 
The children were divided into animal-
themed groups for the week, being 

overseen by sixty helpers.  On 
the Friday night we had Parents’ 
Night, which was followed by a 
time of fellowship and food. The 
Lord really blessed the week 
with fantastic weather and a real 
stillness in the meetings each 
night. A young person came to 
the Lord on Friday evening, and 
we give God all the glory.

Youth Fellowship There was a lot of fun and activity at the Youth Away Day on 20th 
August, at Oakfire Adventures in Londonderry. 

Clare Hanna

Six junior Sunday School children recited the complete 
'Child's Catechism' this year.  They were Alyssa Greer, 
Lydia Trimble, Lucy Maternaghen, Rebecca Bell, Elijah 

Montgomery and Jacob Hanna. 

Grace Maternaghen received the Girl's 
Cup for the Junior Bible Class Exam.

Samuel Bailie received the Boy's Cup 
in the Junior Bible Class Exam.



• Tuesday 18th October - Education 
Board Deputation

• Saturday 29th October - Friday 4th 
November - Bible Conference

• Tuesday 15th November - LTBS 
Deputation

Ashley and Gillian, along with their three daughters have attended the 
Ballymena church for a number of years.

August 2022 September 2022
Average weekly offering
Home & Foreign Missions
Building Fund
UK Fund
Nepal Orphanage
Glenn Hamilton    
Joanne Greer
Ukraine Aid
Missionary Boxes
Liberia Radio
Gregory Gibson
Stephen Greer
Angel Alvarez
Liberia School
Colin Maxwell
LTBS
Building Bridges

£ 5199
£ 3017
£   520
£   299
£   795
£   555
£   440
£   310
£   218
£   260
£   200
£   157
£   150
£   170
£   100
£   100
£     80

Average weekly offering
Home & Foreign Missions
Building Fund
UK Fund
Angel Alvarez
Spain
Glenn Hamilton
Liberia Radio
Colin Maxwell
Whitefield College
Joanne Greer
Gregory Gibson
Building Bridges
Missionary Boxes
Joanne Greer
LTBS
Ukraine Aid
Christina Logan
Rev S Pollock

£  5440
£  2497
£  1662
£    165
£  1573
£    450
£    393
£    200
£    120
£    100
£    140
£    100
£      80
£      77
£      70
£      50
£      40
£      30
£      20

Ashley Cotton
I was saved on 15th October 1982, 
during a mission in our Randalstown 
church, conducted by Rev Cranston.   I 
have no idea what his text was, but I do 
know that the Lord brought conviction 
of sin to my soul that night and granted 
me grace to repent and to accept Christ 
as my Saviour. I think it is quite difficult 
to condense a testimony into a few 
hundred words,  any child of God could 
list many needs which are met daily.  So 
instead, I will tell you of one time when 
God’s Word spoke powerfully to me.

Back in 2007, I was asked if I would sing 
the tenor part in a gospel trio. I had no 
aspirations at that time to stand with 
two other men at the front of churches 
to sing. So, I told him I would think 
about it, and then went away to think 
up reasons why I couldn’t do it. After a 
week or two (during which I avoided him 
at church) he cornered me and asked if I 
had decided anything yet.  So, I came up 
with a good answer.  I told him that there 
was no point in me praying about this, if 
it turned out that I had the tenor ability 
of a crow.  Unfortunately, he agreed, 
and suggested that I should come and 
do a practice with them that week. The 
practice went well with the lead singer, 
baritone, and the sound guy – three of 
them. It was left to me to seek the Lord’s 
guidance.

For a couple of weeks, I prayed that 
I would be shown clearly if this was 
what I was to do. Nothing seemed to 
particularly stand out, and I started 
to think that maybe it wasn’t for me. 
Then one afternoon I prayed in near 
desperation for God to show me clearly 

if I was to go, or not.  I opened my Bible 
at Acts 10 and read of Peter’s vision on 
the roof top.  Not much in this about 
singing tenor, I thought.  Then I got to 
v. 19, 20. ‘While Peter thought on the 
vision, the Spirit said onto him, Behold 
three men seek thee. Arise therefore, 
and get thee down, and go with them, 
doubting nothing: for I have sent them.’
It couldn’t have been clearer!  Within a 
couple of weeks, I was out most Sabbath 
evenings, singing at churches and 
having the opportunity some nights to 
testify and to preach.   We knew God’s 
help at every venue, and I was happy 
to be doing something for my Lord and 
Saviour. I hope this is an encouragement 
to you. We have a God who saves us, 
cares for us, leads us, guides us, and 
speaks to us, His children, through the 
Scriptures, and He will use us to serve 
Him.

Gillian Cotton 
Brought up in a Christian home, I was 
taken regularly to meetings and would 
have convinced myself I was saved, 
though I knew that neither church 
nor Christian parents could get me to 
heaven.  Thus, I often felt confused as 
to whether I was really saved or not, but 
that was Satan’s plan.  In Revelation 12 
v 9 it says that “Satan…deceiveth the 
whole world”.  In Sunday School I can 

recall a plaque on the wall with the 
verse from Genesis 6 v 3 “And the Lord 
said, “My spirit shall not always strive 
with man.” This bothered me, week after 
week, as I realised that I needed to be 
sure of my salvation.

In June 1989, as a teenager, my dad took 
me to a mission in the country school 
where he had been taught. The Faith 
Mission were faithfully preaching the 
gospel to a handful of souls, and the text 
was Galatians 6 v 7 “Be not deceived; 
God is not mocked; for whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he also reap.”  
I didn’t hear much during that service, 
but these words played over and over 
in my mind as I was convicted of my sin 
by the Holy Spirit.  After the meeting, I 
was very troubled. Dad offered to lead 
me to Christ, but the devil was at work 
and still I resisted. Thank God, I made 
it to the morning and asked to talk to 
the preacher from the night before.  He 
came almost immediately and had the 
joy of leading me to the Lord.  It was a 
beautiful, sunny morning and the feeling 
in my heart reflected the weather.  I still 
smile when I look back to that moment 
and remember with a very thankful heart 
the feeling of my sins being removed 
and the complete assurance that I was 
born again and fit for heaven.  Let this 
be an encouragement to all preachers in 
small works – keep pressing on – it is 
worth it for even one soul!!

Since then, God has blessed me with 
a caring husband and three loving 
daughters who have all professed faith 
in Christ, and for that I am more than 
thankful.  Life has not always been easy 
with many hurdles along the way. As a 
naturally anxious person, I have turned 
to the Scriptures for help, guidance, and 
assurance many, many times. God has 
never let me down as He has promised, 
“I will never leave thee, nor forsake 
thee.” (Hebrews 13 v 5).  

My Testimony
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