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Christ - The Absolute Monarch

Rev. John Greer

While Queen Elizabeth II’s coronation
did not take place until 2nd of June 1953,
she became queen the very moment her
father, King George VI, died, on 6th of
February 1952. In this context, in recent
times the nation has been celebrating
her reign of seventy years, and we
rejoice that she has exercised her
monarchy with great dignity.

reign by the appointment of God and
only for a little while. In contrast with
them all, Scripture reveals a King who
is truly absolute, whose reign shall
never end. In 1 Timothy 6:14-16 Paul
writes of “…our Lord Jesus Christ…the
blessed and only Potentate, the King
of kings, and Lord of lords.” Christ is
Absolute Monarch, set upon the holy hill
of Zion, Psalm 2:6, ruling by divine and
eternal decree. Though unrecognised
and rejected by this ungodly world,
nonetheless He reigns supreme. It is
to Him we bow in love, adoration, and
praise. It is for His glorious advent that
we wait, when He shall put down forever
all His and our enemies.

Queen Elizabeth’s rule is as a
constitutional monarch. A constitutional
monarchy is a blended form of
government in which a king or queen
exercises limited powers, ruling in
combination with parliament, the
legislative body chosen to represent the
desires and opinions of the people of the
nation.
In former times, kings and queens
reigned as ‘absolute monarchs’, in
the sense that they ruled with totally
unchallenged and unchecked political
and legislative power. One outstanding
example in Scripture of an absolute
monarch is Nebuchadnezzar, ruler of the
ancient kingdom of Babylon.

Jubilee Bibles
To mark the occasion of the Queen's
Platinum Jubilee, a special presentation
was made to all young people under the
age of sixteen in our church. They were
presented with a special Jubilee copy
of the Bible, produced by the Trinitarian
Bible Society.

In Daniel 2:37, as Daniel recounts and
interprets Nebuchadnezzar’s vision, he
declares – “Thou, O king, art a king of
kings: for the God of heaven hath given
thee a kingdom, power, and strength, and
glory.” Clearly, Nebuchadnezzar was an
absolute monarch, ruling with unlimited
power. He was ‘a king of kings’, with all
other acclaimed monarchs inferior to
him and subdued by him.
It is important to note that while Daniel
described Nebuchadnezzar as ‘a king of
kings’, yet he reminded him “…the God
of heaven hath given thee a kingdom.”
The point is clear – both absolute
monarchs and constitutional monarchs

Lamb of God, Thou now art seated
High upon Thy Father’s throne,
All thy gracious work completed,
All thy mighty victory won.
Every knee in heaven is bending,
To the Lamb for sinners slain;
Every voice and harp is swelling –
Worthy is the Lamb to reign!

Running The Race
Many schools and nurseries have had or
will have their annual Sports Day. For
the younger children, the egg and spoon
race and the sack race are the staple
competitions. For the older children
there are sprints, long distance races
and field events. Children participate
with varying degrees of ability and
enthusiasm. Some love the competition,
and others are just grateful that they
have a day out of the classroom. Parents
and grandparents book off work so that
they can cheer their children on, offering
encouragement as they participate in
the sports.

Rev. Andrew Stewart

There are many spiritual illustrations
that can be drawn from the events of
a school’s sports day. The Apostle
Paul under the inspiration of the Holy
Spirit frequently applied truth by using
examples from sport. One of the most
familiar is of course running the race. It
does not matter the type. It may be the
bean bag race or the 100m sprint. Every
race has several things in common. The
race has a starting line, a finishing line,
and a number of participants.
So it is with the Christian race. We
started the moment we came to faith

Kenya Visit
Alastair Hamilton

I had the privilege to travel to Kenya
in May, along with the Moderator Rev.
John Armstrong and the Mission Board
Chairman Rev. Ian Harris.
Over the two weekends that we were
there, we took part in three special
services to officially constitute the Glory
Bible Churches in Nyaporo, Shimo La
Tewa and Tantana.

in the Lord Jesus Christ. It was grace
that brought us to the race. Along with
others, we strive for the prize which is
set before us, looking unto Jesus the
Author and Finisher of our faith. Our
reward for finishing by His grace, will
be to see His face. None of us knows
how close we are to that finishing line. It
may be as the gospel song puts it, “that
you’ve got one more valley, one more
hill, one more trial, one more tear, one
more curve in life’s road, or one more
mile left to go.” Let us, therefore, press
on and run the race that is set before us.

Coronation Bible

We learned recently that a special edition of the New
Testament was presented to Sunday school children
in the Gospel Tabernacle, to mark the Queen's
coronation. Mr Trevor Boyd, well known to many in
the congregation, was a child of five at that time and
was presented with a copy by the late Mrs Paisley. We
were delighted that he still had his copy in excellent
condition, along with a little booklet, also presented,
called ‘The Royal Day’. The front of the New Testament
reads ‘TO COMMEMORATE THE CORONATION OF HER
MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH – 2 JUNE 1953.’

The two ministers also conducted a Pastor's Conference
in Kakamega. Over two days, there were forty pastors
and church workers in attendance.

New Babies

Welcome to baby Isaac Samuel
born to Mike and Emma Porter
on 3rd May 2022

Welcome to baby Archie Jan
born to Robbie and Kinga
Douglas on 27th March 2022

Visiting Pastors

Pastor Andrew Cheptoo travelled from
Kenya to NI for the 'Mission Vision'
Conference in Lisburn. We welcomed
him to our prayer meeting where he
brought greetings from his church.

Rev. Cranston visited
Ballymena during May
to conduct our Spring
Bible Week entitled 'From
Gethsamene to Golgotha'.

Church Barbecue

It was wonderful to have the 'church family' back together again for
food, fun and fellowship at the Annual Church Barbecue at Ballee.

My Testimony
Agnes Wilson

I was born in Harryville in 1937, the
eldest of a family of four. My father
worked on the railways while my mother
stayed at home to care for me, my two
brothers and my sister. Though my
parents were not saved, they sent us
to our local Church of Ireland services
and Sunday School. Sadly, I did not
hear a clear gospel message there, but
we were brought up to respect others
and observe the Lord’s Day. I attended
Harryville Primary and then the Model
School, but I looked forward to the day
when I could leave at age fourteen.

My first job was in the shirt factory on
the Cullybackey Road, where I learned
stitching. I moved to Skerry shoes and
then GB Brittan in Paradise Avenue. It
was there that I first became friendly
with born again Christians, and we
would go as a group to the ‘Saturday
night at 8’ meetings in Wellington Street
Church. I heard of my personal need of
salvation and over a period of time, I
came under conviction of sin. However, I
did not pluck up the courage to come out
and seek help.
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Agnes and her son Ian are faithful attenders of our services. Agnes has been
associated with our fellowship for over fifty years.

A mission with American evangelists
came to the Town Hall in the mid-1960s,
and as I listened to the gospel, I knew
I could not put off salvation any longer.
I came forward in the appeal and was
counselled for salvation. It was a local
man, Mr Gibson, who led me to the Lord,
and he advised me to start attending
Tullygarley Mission Hall on a Tuesday
night. As a young woman in my midtwenties, I began to go, and it was a great
help to my growth in grace. I continued
to attend for many years.
I met a young man from Connor called
Andy Wilson. Through Tullygarley
Mission Hall, he was friendly with Roy
and Dennis Leith, and they mentioned the
Gospel Tabernacle on Waveney Road. I
had been looking for another church to
worship so I visited the ‘Tabernacle’ and
felt very happy there. I began to attend
regularly under the faithful preaching
ministry, and eventually joined the
small church as a member. Andy and
I were married by Rev. Beggs on 1st
September, 1970.
We set up home and after a couple of
years we were expecting our first baby.
I was in hospital for a period before
our son Ian was born. At that time, a
passage of scripture struck me with a
sense of foreboding, but I didn’t know
why. Isaiah 43 v 1,2 “But now thus saith
the Lord that created thee, O Jacob, and
he that formed thee, O Israel, Fear not:
for I have redeemed thee, I have called
thee by thy name; thou art mine. When
thou passest through the waters, I will
be with thee; and through the rivers,
they shall not overflow thee: when thou

walkest through the fire, thou shalt not
be burned; neither shall the flame kindle
upon thee.”
We brought our baby boy home, and over
a period of time we noticed something
wasn’t right. Ian’s development was
delayed, and the doctors eventually told
us Ian would have lifelong disability.
When Ian was five years old, we had
another baby boy, Nigel. Ian was thrilled
to have a baby brother. We were dealt
another blow when the doctors told us
Nigel would also be disabled. This was a
very difficult time, looking at an unsure
future. I learned very quickly to take life
‘one day at a time’ and trust the Lord for
just that day. Although it wasn’t always
easy, we got through, and my boys were
loved very much.
In 2010, we discovered Nigel had cancer,
and the Lord took him home. This was
a terrible shock for us, and Ian could
not understand that he had lost his
brother and companion. He developed
epilepsy, as a result of the shock, and
I developed diabetes, probably brought
on by the upset. In 2019 I lost Andy after
forty-nine years of marriage and then it
was just Ian and me. I am thankful for
my wider family, especially my sister
Margaret who was saved in the 1975
mission in the Town Hall with Dr Paisley.
She attends Ballymena church along
with her daughter Amanda.
Through all the ups and downs of life, I
can say with Job “But he knoweth the
way that I take: when he hath tried me, I
shall come forth as gold.”
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CALENDAR
• Friday 24th June - 'Time for Tots'
• Monday 27th June - Friday 1st July
Ballykeel Bible Club with Joyce Walsh
• Sunday 3rd July pm - Rev. Stephen
Pollock
• Saturday 23rd July - Church Beach Day
• Monday 8th August - Friday 12th
August - Holiday Bible Club in Church

