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A Word from our Ministers
My friendship with the Rev. Reginald
Cranston stretches back for many
years. I met him in October 1974,
when together we commenced our
studies for the gospel ministry in our
denomination’s Theological Hall. Over
the next four years and beyond, the ties
of friendship grew. In those years of
study, we also served the Lord together
as student ministers in County Tyrone
– he in Omagh and I in Sixmilecross.
Incidentally, during his time in Omagh,
Mr Cranston was my wife’s pastor. So,
in July 1978, at the close of those times
of study, he assisted at the wedding
service when Joan and I were married.
Years afterwards, we both ministered in

Rev. John Greer

North America, where the Rev. Cranston
continues to serve the Lord. For over
twenty-five years, he has been pastor
of Port Hope Free Presbyterian Church
in the Canadian province of Ontario.
Prior to his ministry in Port Hope, he
laboured for several years as minister
of Barrie Free Presbyterian Church, also
in Ontario.
It is, therefore, a matter of personal
joy that Rev. Cranston is our preacher
at this Spring Bible Week. He has, of
course, ministered from our pulpit many
times in previous years, and always with
God’s power and blessing upon him.
Consequently, we have been anticipating

this series of meetings, during which
the Lord’s servant will focus our minds
on Christ’s pilgrimage of suffering
from Gethsemane through to Golgotha.
What a theme for study and prayerful
meditation! Give yourselves to these
meetings in terms of diligent prayer
and attendance. You will especially
benefit as you attend every meeting,
following through on the line of study.
The theme for the week lends itself to
evangelistic preaching, as well as to
the edifying of God’s people. Therefore,
seek to encourage unconverted family
members and friends to come along.
And in it all, may the Lord visit us with a
mighty breath from heaven!

Rev. Andrew Stewart
For this edition of the Cornerstone, I
return to some thoughts reaped from my
vegetable patch, which can be applied
in the spiritual realm. I feel I should
entitle this ‘blog’ The Pastor’s Plot! At
the end of the last growing season, I
put my vegetable beds to ‘sleep’ over
the winter. You might ask, “What does
that mean?” It means covering them
with a weed barrier. When the time
for planting comes around, it is only a
matter of pulling back the covers and
sowing the seeds. There is little or no
need to do any weeding or turning over
the soil. It is a method of gardening

called ‘no till’ which saves your time and
your back! When I removed the barriers
this spring, to my delight I found that it
worked rather well!
As I thought about the weed barrier, I
considered the need to protect ourselves
from the invasive weeds of sin that seem
to grow so easily and readily in the soil
of our hearts. In Psalm 119:11 we read
“Thy Word have I hid in mine heart, that
I might not sin against thee.” When it
has a place of prominence in the human
heart, the Word of God is a powerful
barrier against sin.

Not only do its precepts forbid sin’s
practice, but its promises encourage the
believer to pursue a life of holiness.
Psalm 119:9 teaches us that heeding
God’s Word is the way to make the
course of our life pure and upright.
The Puritan John Bunyan, author of
The Pilgrim’s Progress, had this quote
written on the inside of his Bible, “Either
this Book will keep you from sin, or sin
will keep you from this Book.” Rightly, he
understood that the Bible is an effective
barrier against sin.

Youth Weekend 2022

Sending Forth
After almost six months at home and
some seventy-one meetings later,
Sunday 10th April saw our congregation
gather, along with family, friends, and
Mission Board members, for the Sending
Forth service for Miss Joanne Greer.
The service was led by Mission Board
member, Rev. David Brown, and the

congregation sang hymns chosen by
Joanne herself. Mr John Dumigan,
member of the Mission Board and
Secretary of the Missionary Council
brought greetings from Rev. David Park,
Chairman of the Missionary Council.
Mr Dumigan then read the portion of
scripture upon which Rev. Mercer based

Amanda Brizzell reports on the Sending Forth service for Joanne
Greer, before she returned to her work in Liberia.

his message. Mr Alastair
Hamilton, Mission Board
Treasurer,
presented
Joanne with a personal gift
to which Joanne responded
in a word of thanks.
Joanne’s three brothers
brought a fitting word in
song during the service
reminding Joanne,
and indeed the
congregation
gathered, that we
send her forth knowing that
“His mercies shall endure, ever
faithful, ever sure”. A letter was
also read from Rev. Ian Harris,
Chairman of the Mission Board
which assured Joanne of the
fact that those at home would
be holding the ropes in prayer.
Our congregational elders and Mission
Board members joined Joanne at the
front and our Minister Emeritus, Rev.
James Beggs, led in the sending forth
prayer.

and spoke from John 20 focussing on
verses 13 - 17, about Mary and her
Master. He outlined Mary’s devotion to
Christ, seen in her walking to the tomb
(v1), her waiting (v11), her weeping
(v11), and her words (v12 & 13) at the
tomb. He also pointed out a glorious
revelation of Christ (v16) and a gospel
commission from Christ (v17).
Continue to remember Joanne in your
prayers as she returns to the land of her
calling.

Deputy Moderator, Rev. Colin Mercer,
was the guest preacher for the occasion

Mrs Stewart presented Joanne with a
thank you gift on behalf of the team at
‘Mums and Tots’.

New Babies

Big brother Daniel with little
Isaac Philip, born 23.02 22 to
Philip and Chantelle Kilpatrick,
weighing in at 8lb 1oz.

Eliana with her little sister Evelyn
Grace, born 07.03.22, weighing 7lb
5 oz. Evelyn is the new daughter
of Stephen and Nadja Greer.

Consider Christ

The sun shone for the team who travelled to Co. Cavan for the
Consider Christ Outreach on 23rd April.

Youth Weekend

Anna Maternaghan gives an account of the first Youth
Weekend since lockdown.

It was fantastic to have our youth
weekend back again, after a long wait
these past few years!
This year we stayed in Mullartown House,
Annalong, where we were well fed and
watered (very well-watered!!). We took
part in different activities such as crab
football, dodgeball, picture challenges
and capture the flag. Alongside all the
activities and fun, we had great times of
fellowship.
John Greer Jnr brought Psalm 56 before
us on Friday night and encouraged us to
walk with God. The weather was good
for us on Saturday evening, and we were
able to meet around a bonfire. We really
felt the Lord’s presence, as we shared
testimonies and favourite verses from
Scripture. Rev. Stewart and Rev. Greer
also brought messages to us over the
weekend. In particular, the message on
Sunday morning from Hebrews 11 spoke
to me as we were taught that ‘faith is a
walk’. We are saved to walk with God,
just like Enoch who lived for over 300
years. We live to worship and witness
through having a godly testimony.

I can truly say the youth weekend was
a real blessing. A huge thank you must
go to all those who put time and effort
into organising it and making it such a
success! Most importantly, we thank our
Saviour for His presence with us.

Ukraine Appeal

The first consignment of food has been delivered
to Rev. Park, for the Ukrainian refugees in
Ballymoney. In total 19 refugees have arrived,
with the remaining 15 awaiting visas. Rev Park
expressed his thanks for the contribution made so
far, by the Ballymena congregation.

Children's Work

The season of children’s meetings ended with
Parents Night on 1st April followed by an outing
for the children on 5th April to “The Fun Factory”,
with 145 children in attendance.

My Testimony
Courtney Smith

I was brought up, along with my three
brothers and my sister, on a farm in
Glenwherry. We attended the local
Presbyterian church where we went to
the Sunday school, morning and evening
services, Boys Brigade and Girls
Brigade. In the afternoon we were sent
to the Cross Sabbath school, and after
the evening service we had informal
Bible quizzes. The Lord’s Day certainly
was busy, but as a young boy I had no
real interest in the things of God. We
moved to Kellswater Reformed
Presbyterian church for a time,
and as I grew older, I began to
rebel about going to church,
eventually stopping attending in
my teenage years. After that I
only went to church for weddings
and funerals.
I left school in 1996 and got a job
in Ballymena in an engineering
firm where I still work to this day.
At the Christmas dinners I joined
in with the usual drinking, and after a
difficult period in my life I became a heavy
drinker for five long years. These were
years of extreme misery and emptiness.
I drank at the broken cisterns and oh
how they mocked me as I wailed! Alcohol
became the god to which I turned for
comfort and satisfaction, but it always
failed. I didn’t look to Christ who is the
only one that can truly satisfy. It says
in Proverbs 20 v 1 “Wine is a mocker,
strong drink is raging: and whosoever
is deceived thereby is not wise”. Beware
young people, for sin will always take
you farther than you want to go.
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Courtney and Kathryn Smith are faithful members of Ballymena Church,
along with their little son, Jude.

September 12th 2007 was the day I
passed from death unto life. After a long
period of conviction of sin, I was saved.
It was hay time on a warm autumn
evening, but I hated bringing in the hay
as years of drinking and smoking had
weakened me. I encouraged myself
with the knowledge that I thought I had
left some alcohol in the Land Rover. As
my brother continued gathering bales,
I searched in vain and in a fit of rage I
punched the steering wheel, so deeply
frustrated, so lost and controlled by sin.
Romans 10 v 17
says “So then faith
cometh by hearing,
and hearing by the
word of God.” My
mother
always
had
tapes
of
preaching playing
in the kitchen, and
as I sat in my chair
that day, waiting
for tea, I began
to listen. In a moment I was given the
gift of faith and repentance, the power
of the Holy Spirit came upon me, and I
was enabled to call upon the name of the
Lord Jesus Christ for salvation. What a
mighty deliverance it was! The burden of
sin was gone, the addiction broken, and
I was washed in the precious blood and
justified by Christ’s atoning work.
I was now a new creature in Christ! All
was indeed new! Reading God’s word
and seeking Him in prayer became a
daily part of my life, and it was a joy
to witness for Him. Restitution was
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important; I had to pay unpaid bills
and offer apologies, where deemed
appropriate.
After being so taken up with the world, I
decided to get as far from it as I could.
The worldly music got a new home in the
bin. I enjoyed motorbike racing, but as
the final races were on the Lord’s Day, I
abandoned it also.
I served the Lord in the local church
and Mission Hall. In 2008, I had the joy
of taking Bibles to the underground
church in Laos, Southeast Asia. I also
joined a couple of Gospel groups and
enjoyed ministering in song. Saturdays
were spent at open air work and tract
distribution. I now am involved in the
work of ‘Building Bridges’, seeking to
help those in need and point them to
Christ. Please pray for this work, that
the Lord will have all the glory in the
salvation of souls.
In October 2017, after seeking the Lord
for a wife, Kathryn came along, we were
engaged at Christmas and married the
following June. Kathryn has been a real
blessing to me, a true helpmeet! After
seeking the Lord’s will, we were clearly
led to Ballymena FPC, and became
members just over a year later. 2020
saw the birth of our son Jude, and he
has brought us much joy!
I rejoice much in the goodness of God
towards me, and by God’s grace I seek to
persevere. I am well aware of indwelling
sin and the need of the Spirit of God to
mortify the flesh daily.
Dear reader, if you are not saved, may
you seek the Lord while He may be
found and call upon Him while he is
near. Isaiah 55 v 6.

CALENDAR
• 24th-29th April - Spring Bible Week
with Rev. R. Cranston
• 10th May - Noreen McAfee Deputation
• 27th May - Church BBQ
• 14th June - Joyce Walsh Deputation
• 19th June - Children's Day

