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A Word from our Ministers
For countless thousands of people, Spain
is best known for its balmy summer
climate and attractive beaches. So
before I flew to Madrid in January, some
folk wished me well, expressing the
desire that I would enjoy the weather.
Upon arrival, I found the skies clear and
blue and the sun shining brightly, but
the temperatures were lower than here
at home! Thankfully, I knew this would
be the case, having been informed by the
Rev. John Hanna. He had even advised
me to bring a scarf and gloves, so I knew
what to expect!
However, my purpose in going was to
bring God’s Word to a group of about
eighteen Spanish pastors at their annual
Conference. It was such a privilege to do
so. I had been with these brethren in
July 2018 at their summer Conference,
so it was a joy to renew fellowship
with them. It is a thrill to know that the
Lord has His faithful servants in Spain.
Most of them minister to small groups
of people, diligently serving Christ.
Perhaps most Christians here at home
view Spain as being deeply devoted

Dependence

N e w b o r n
babies
are
dependent upon
their
parents
in so many
ways. They are
helpless to feed,
bathe and clothe
themselves;
others
need
to do these
James Levi Stewart
basic
things
for them. The etymology of the word
‘depend’ comes from two Latin words,
which together mean, “to hang down,
to be sustained by being attached to
something above.” I thought about
Christians and their dependence upon
the LORD. While all mankind depends

Rev. John Greer

to Romanism, yet it is a most secular
nation with only a tiny percentage of
its forty million citizens ever attending
a religious service. Thus, the Lord’s
servants face great obstacles in terms
of entrenched apathy and indifference.
Consequently, Christ’s work in Spain
needs a move of the Spirit of God, and it
was on that theme of the ministry of the
Holy Spirit that I preached
during the Conference.
Rev. Hanna and his wife
Noranna have laboured
faithfully in Spain for about 45
years, having first gone there
in 1977. In more recent years,
they have begun to see some
growth and spiritual fruit.
Along with the congregation
in Alcorcon, a suburb of
Madrid, there is a relatively
new church in the city of
Toledo. Rev. Hanna is in retirement years
but continues to preach quite often in
Alcorcon, where the Rev Angel Alvarez
Fernandez is the pastor of the church.
In Toledo, the Rev. Mark Witte, from the

USA, is the minister. It was a blessing
to renew fellowship with these brethren,
along with brother Alex Bernabeu who
serves the Lord in Cortijos Nuevos, in
Southern Spain. Brother Alex studied in
our Bible College and is now pastoring
the church in which the Rev. Lyle Boyd
served for many years.

Continue to pray for the cause of Christ
in Spain. The Lord’s servants there need
the faithful intercession of God’s people.
Do not forget them when you come to
God’s throne of grace.

Rev. Andrew Stewart
upon Him in the sense that in Him we
live and move and have our being, yet
believers rest their souls upon Him for
salvation. We have a blessed union, an
eternal attachment with One who has
ascended on high.
He is One who is worthy of dependence,
and there are different things which
testify to this wonderful truth. There is
the witness of Creation. He clothes the
lilies and feeds the birds. We also have
the testimony of Christians. I encourage
you to read the tragic story behind
Louisa Stead’s hymn, ‘Tis so Sweet to
Trust in Jesus’. She proved the Lord to
be worthy in her time of grief. We also
have the sure testimony of the Canon.
Time and again we have examples of the

Lord’s trustworthiness set before us in
Holy Scripture. As Joshua’s life draws
to a close, he reminds Israel, “...that
not one thing hath failed of all the good
things which the LORD your God spake
concerning you; all are come to pass.”
We also have the testimony of the Cross.
Such a demonstration of love proves His
fitness for our trust to be placed upon
Him.
At one point we were all newborns
and dependent upon someone else.
As children of God, we are wholly
dependent upon the Lord. Truly, He is
One who is worthy of our dependence.
Therefore, “Trust in the LORD with all
thine heart,” Proverbs 3:5.

Youth in Uganda Glenn Hamilton

visited Emmanuel Christian School, Uganda in
January to see the work and fill the pulpit of the church there.

At twelve years old, can you imagine
living hundreds of miles from the rest
of your family – going for up to a year
without seeing any of them? Being
without your mum or dad to wash your
clothes, make your bed, or wake you
up in the morning, you must look after
yourself! While all of this seems strange
or even mad to us, it is normal for a
boarding school student at Emmanuel
Christian School.

There are over 70 boarding students
who live on the campus, most of whom
are secondary school age. Informally,

this same group forms the ‘Youth
Fellowship’ of Emmanuel Church. I was
honoured to get to know them during my
visit to Uganda.
While life is different in so many ways for
these young people – some things are
universal! They love to spend their free
time outside in the sun, usually playing
volleyball. On Saturday nights, they
enjoy watching football, especially when
Manchester United or Liverpool are
playing! Some don’t like the early school
mornings, while others occasionally
nod off in afternoon assembly after a
long school day! Some aspire to go to
university, perhaps to become nurses
or doctors, others hope to train as
mechanics or dressmakers.
The young people all attend the church
services, followed by the afternoon
Sunday school where they usually help
manage the younger children who come
along. On Sunday nights, the service
is mainly tailored for them, and they
do one of their other favourite things –
singing! I think their favourite songs are
‘I surrender all’, ‘Because He lives’, and
‘God’s love is like a circle’.
Some of the young people also take part
in the weekly open-air meeting, where
they might sing, or give their testimony,
but they always take part in ‘Bible shots’
where they take it
in turns to read a
favourite Bible verse.

New Babies

Harry Bowden has a new little
sister Beth Isabel. Beth was
born to Matthew and Rachel
Bowden on 20/12/21, weighing
7lb 9oz.

Little James Levi Stewart with his
big brothers Daniel and Nathan.
Congratulations to Rev and Mrs
Stewart on James's safe arrival
on 12/2/22, weighing 7lb 10oz.

After the open air is over, they help with
distributing tracts, leaflets, and copies
of John’s Gospel to the people nearby.
A few even had the demanding job of
translating for me as I spoke with people
after the meeting had finished, as well
as making sure I didn’t get lost when we
went around the houses to give out the
literature!
After a while, it was clear to me that
these are just ‘normal’ young people
who have a lot in common with our own
youth in Ballymena. It was also clear
that many of them are walking closely
with God and have a burden to serve
Him with their all.
Please pray that they will be built up as
they make their way through school, and
that God will keep and encourage them
after they finish and go on to the next
phase of life. May God use them for His
glory.

Youth in Ballymena John Greer jnr

reports on the Youth Challenge
meetings and the planned Youth Weekend.

We have just finished our Youth
Challenge week for 2022, which ran from
Sunday 13th to Friday 18th of February.
Rev. Patrick Baker was the preacher
for the week, and he brought a series
of studies on the topic of 'Adoring
God' based on Psalm 139. Rev. Baker
broke the psalm into six sections, and
preached with power and application on
the following topics:
• 'Living in the Wonder of God' v1
• 'I Am Known By God' vs 2-5
• 'Where God is' vs 6-12
• 'Created By and For God' vs 13-16
• 'God's Thoughts' vs 17-18
• 'Zeal For God' vs 19-24.

Each night there were items of
praise from different singers,
and a time of fellowship after
the meeting at which many
friendships were formed or
renewed. The meetings were very
well attended by our own young
people, and by many visitors from
both the Ballymena area and as
far away as Aughnacloy and Portavogie.
The week was made even more special
because of the length of time since the
last Youth Challenge Week, and it has
increased our excitement for other Youth
Fellowship events in the coming months.
Our next significant happening is the
Youth Weekend, which is planned from
8th - 10th April at Mullartown House,
Annalong. We have great memories of
the Lord blessing previous gatherings
at this site, and we are looking forward
to another focused time together as a
youth group.
Please pray that the work started in
this Youth Challenge week will continue
in the hearts of the young people who

The Persecuted Church
World Watch List 2022

What does it cost you to follow Christ?
In many countries across the world
today just owning a Bible could cost
you your job, your family, or even your
freedom. Pictured in red on the world
map are the ten highest risk countries
for persecution of Christians, while the
countries in orange are medium risk.
We are privileged to live in a country
of religious freedom, but we need to

remember to pray for those who are
currently persecuted for their faith.
'Brother Andrew', founder of ‘Open
doors’, the organisation that puts
together the World Watch List, said this;
“There are no borders, no prison walls,
no doors that are closed to us when we
pray. Our prayers go where we cannot
go. We cannot all go to the persecuted
church – but we can powerfully stand
with them at their darkest moments.”

attended, and that the Lord will continue
to build up our youth as they apply the
truths of 'Adoring God' in their lives.

My Testimony
Maurice McKeown

Like Timothy, I could say, that “from
a child thou hast known the holy
scriptures, which are able to make
thee wise unto salvation through faith
which is in Christ Jesus.” Sunday
school, church, and gospel meetings
were the norm for me growing up; but
as a young lad of 13, I longed for the day
that I would leave school and go my own
way. I wanted to get away from God’s
influence, but God had a different plan
for me.
A mission came to the Faith Mission Hall
in Cullybackey and as I attended, I came
under deep conviction of sin. When I
went to bed, I couldn’t sleep, because I
was afraid of dying when asleep. I was
not ready to meet a Holy God. God was
gracious to me; and on the Thursday
night of the mission, He saved me. The
Good Shepherd had found the sheep that
was lost. That night the blood of Christ
took away my sin and God’s Word took
away my doubts.
Through attending Faith Mission
meetings, and then through the
workplace, I became friendly with an
older Christian, Bobby Baxter. As a
young Christian, I found him to be a
great encourager. He introduced me
to C.H. Spurgeon and A.W. Pink. In
these books I discovered the truth that
I had been chosen in Christ before the
foundation of the world (Eph. 4 v 14).
As a young believer, I hungered and
thirsted for more of God’s truth and
sound preaching. In 1967, I started to
attend the Free Presbyterian Church
on the Waveney Road. Although the
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Maurice and Jennifer McKeown are longstanding members of our church.
Maurice was a member of our Church Committee and a Sunday School
teacher for many years.

numbers were small, God’s presence
and Spirit were very real as God’s word
was preached by Rev. Beggs. We were
fed with the finest of the wheat. In the
late 1960’s I met Jennifer, and we were
married on 31st July 1971. God blessed
us with three children, Julie, Heather,
and John, and as a family we attended
Ballymena church.

‘His decree, who formed the earth,
Fixed my first and second birth;
Parents, native place, and time
All appointed were by Him.’

Jennifer McKeown

In life there are many trials that come
our way. At the age of forty-one I had
a heart attack and found myself in
hospital feeling mentally and physically
down. Isaiah 49 v 16 came flooding into
my mind and what a comfort for me to
know that I was in God’s Hands, and
nothing happened by chance. “Behold, I
have graven thee upon the palms of my
hands; thy walls are continually before
me.” I also remembered the verse from
a sermon preached by Rev Beggs in Ps
138 v 8 “The Lord will perfect that which
concerneth me:” That illness became a
blessing to Jennifer and to me, as we
proved God’s promises to be true.
When I look back at my failings,
shortcomings and sin, I could cry with
Paul, “O wretched man that I am”. I praise
God that even though I am only a sinner
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saved by grace, His righteousness has
been imputed to me and my sins have
been imputed to Him. Looking back over
my life, I can say with the words of Hymn
558 in our hymn book:
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I had the great privilege of being brought
up in a loving and Christian home. I was
the youngest of four children. Sunday
began with attendance at Harryville
Presbyterian Church Sunday school,
then morning service, afternoon Sunday
school, and evening service. Having
faithful Sunday school teachers, I knew
from an early age that I was a sinner and
needed God’s salvation. Leaving school,
I wanted to see what was out in the big
world, because I had had a sheltered life
at home.
It wasn’t long after starting work that a
dear Christian friend asked me if I would
like to go to a mission in Cullybackey. The
evangelist was Billy Magee, who later
became a Pastor. He had brought along
a man to testify, a man who was blind.
As he related his life story, I remember
he said the first thing he would ever see
would be the lovely face of Jesus Christ.
I realised in that moment that I was not
ready to meet God. The reality of Romans
3 v 23 came home to my heart. “For all
have sinned, and come short of the glory
of God;” Confessing my sin that night, I
became a new babe in Christ, and from
that day I rested on His promise that He
would never leave me or forsake me.
I have proved this over fifty-seven years,
in times of sickness, trials and sorrow.
His Word says in Isaiah 26 v 3 “Thou wilt
keep him in perfect peace, whose mind
is stayed on thee: because he trusteth
in thee”.

CALENDAR
• Monday 28th February - Ladies
Fellowship
• Tuesday 15th March - Deputation for
the Christian Institute
• 24-29th April - Bible Week with
Rev. R. Cranston

