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I have no hesitation in confessing that, 
for various reasons, I really enjoy the 
Christmas season of the year. 

From a human perspective, it affords 
a unique opportunity for cosy family 
gatherings. In that context, I have 
very happy memories of my childhood 
Christmases and the wonderful 
times enjoyed so long ago. So, in our 
marriage, we have endeavoured to 
have that family focus and enjoy quality 
time together. How thankful we are that 
Joanne is with us this Christmas to 
share in it all!  

Then, it is undoubtedly true that this 
season opens doors to spread the 
gospel. While we are certain that Christ 

wasn’t born on the 25th of December, 
yet He did come into the world to take 
our humanity into union with His deity 
to save us. Therefore, the Incarnation is 
the miracle of all miracles, and it is the 
foundation of the entire gospel of grace. 
God sent His eternally begotten Son 
to be the Mediator and the Saviour of 
sinners. 

What a thrilling message for the 
believer’s contemplation! Child of God, 
let your heart meditate afresh on the truth 
that Christ could only redeem you by 
being born of the woman, Galatians 4:4-
5. Consider the fact that His humanity 
was sinless, so that He was qualified to 
fulfil the law’s precept perfectly on your 
behalf. Remember that He then yielded 

up that full humanity in the death of the 
cross, enduring the law’s penalty to 
make atonement for your sin.

Also, what a powerful message to take 
to the lost! Seek to do so this Christmas. 
Surely there are opportunities to give a 
word in season to some weary sinner. 

Why not come on Thursday evening 
to our Carol Service at the Bandstand 
and witness to a needy town? Emulate 
the shepherds at Bethlehem – “…
they made known abroad the saying 
which was told them concerning this 
child.” Luke 2 v 15

A blessed and happy Christmas to you 
all!

When I was a boy, for a good number 
of years I received a Beano Annual for 
Christmas.  Over the past few years, 
I have started to collect them. I liked 
the idea of collecting something, and 
they were a happy memory from my 
childhood days.  Every now and then I 
have a look on the internet and purchase 
an old annual to add to my collection. I 
know other people have more interesting 
collections; some collect stamps, coins, 
toy cars or even classic cars!  My mother 
has a large collection of teaspoons 
from places all over the world.  For any 
collector, the ultimate aim is to have a 
complete collection. Many years and 
much money can be spent getting that 

one last item which will complete the 
set.  When this is achieved, there is a 
great sense of satisfaction. 

In thinking about a complete collection, 
my mind was drawn to the words of 
Christ in John 6:39, “of all which He 
(the Father) hath given me I should 
lose nothing, but should raise it up 
again at the last day.” None for whom 
Christ died will be missing on that great 
day.  He shall see of the travail of His 
soul, and shall be satisfied, for complete 
redemption means a complete company 
of the redeemed.  What a price He paid 
in order that every one of His elect would 
be with Him! That price, His precious 

blood, necessitated the incarnation 
of the Son of God, and it is that event 
which we so fondly remember at this 
time of year.
 
“The Wonder of wonders, Oh how can 
it be? 
That God became flesh and was given 
for me! 
The Almighty came down and walked 
among men. 
The Wonder of wonders, Jesus died for 
my sin.”

I trust you will have a happy Christmas 
and a blessed New Year.

Rev. John Greer

Rev. Andrew Stewart



READ YOUR BIBLE - PRAY EVERY DAY
We all know this chorus, but do we do what it says? As we 
consider the new year, why not make a resolution to improve 
your spiritual health? I Timothy 4 v 8 tells us “For bodily 
exercise profiteth little; but godliness is profitable unto 
all things…” Reading through the Bible in a year may seem 
daunting, but you can do it and a quick search on the internet 
will bring up a plan that suits you. For example, a 5-day plan 
may suit the busy person, allowing for ‘catching up days’, or 
a 7-day plan may suit the consistent person, but has less 
reading each day. You could also decide to read a book at a 
time, or, if you are really not a ‘reader’, you could read through 
the Psalms or the New Testament. 

Remember TIPS to help you on your way - 
T – Target – decide on a plan that suits your schedule.
I – Intentional – be determined. Don’t fall into the ‘guilt trap’ 
and give up if you miss days. Think marathon, not sprint. 
P – Ponder – keep a notebook for verses or phrases that you 
want to study further, or keep a prayer diary.
S – Sacrifice – like all good diets you will need to deprive 
yourself of the ‘junk’! You may need to reduce time on other 
activities, but it will be worth it.

So, in 2022, how about setting yourself to open your Bible for 
daily nourishment and exercise your faith in prayer.

Sadly, in the past two 
years, our church 
has lost two of our 
ruling elders, Mr John 
Smyth and Mr William 
Wilson. 

Memorial plaques 
were unveiled  at two 
services, attended by  
their families.

Over recent months, the church 
has employed a new caretaker, 
Mrs Jamise McIlhagga. She will 
carry out cleaning of the internal 
church buildings, while Mr Mark 
McAuley has been contracted to 
carry out work as groundsman. 

At the annual meeting in December, presentations were 
made to five retiring Sunday school teachers, Mr John 
Jamieson, Mrs Agnes Kilpatrick, Mrs Sara McClintock,  
Mr Jonny Stevenson and Mr William Crabbe. In 
particular, Mr Jonny Stevenson was thanked for his 
faithful teaching over 40 years.

christmas tots

" "



ladies fellowship
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Matthew and Lauren Nelson 
with their little baby daughter, 
Lilah Jane. Lilah was born 
on  18th November 2021  
weighing 6lb 11oz.

Ladies Fellowship began once again in 
September when Rev Greer spoke from  
Judges 1. He taught us to approach 
God confidently for all our needs and to 
wait expectantly for a ‘double portion’. 
It was a timely message, as this year, 
the Ladies Fellowship have undertaken 
a project to support the Uganda Child 

Sponsorship programme. On the 
first night, Alastair Hamilton made a 
presentation explaining the programme 
and we have been greatly encouraged 
by the offerings so far.
 
In October, we had Stephen and Nadja 
Greer.  Nadja shared an encouraging 
testimony and Stephen reminded us to 
find joy in our salvation. In November, 
Hilary Stripp spoke on being content, 
and at both meetings we enjoyed 
special singing. December saw us 
enjoying a time of informal fellowship in 
the complex.

If you haven’t been to Ladies Fellowship, 
we would love you to join us in the New 
Year.

Noah James Gordon was born 
to George and Shalene Gordon 
on 23/10/21.Please pray for 
Noah as he faces heart surgery 
in a few months. Specifically, 
that he will be stable on his 
medication and he will be free 
of infection prior to his surgery.

Congratulations to Bertie 
and Emma Arthur on the 
birth of their baby boy, Archie 
Thomas. Archie was born on 
8th October 2021 weighing in 
at 7lb 12oz.

Little Holly Hanna was 
born on 13/12/21, 
weighing in at 7lb 7oz. 
Born to Andrew and Ruth 
Hanna, she will be the 
best Christmas present 
for big sister Eva and 
brother Zach.

Esther is a member of the Ladies 
Fellowship Committee.

ESTHER REA



Aaron, Louise and their three children, 
Elijah, Thea and Silas are regular 
attenders at our church.MY TESTIMONY

CALENDAR

I always find the thought of giving my 
testimony difficult. The difficulty comes 
when I step back and gaze upon my 
Christian life, and how I'm living it as a 
whole. I see all the ups and downs from 
a human perspective instead of from the 
viewpoint of praising God for the work 
of grace in me through His Son. Instead 
of looking at myself and how I’m doing, 
I hope this testimony points to the One 
who died for me.

I was born in 1984, into a non-church 
going family, who lived in Ballyclare. 
Occasionally my mother would take 
us to Sunday school and Church, but I 
spent my youngest years not knowing 
the gospel. Around the age of sixteen, 
Christ saved my brother David, followed 
by my mother, and He used them to 
bring the good news of the Saviour to 
me.  At that time, my life was largely 
taken up with football. Although not 
sinful in and of itself, it gave me an easy 
route into Ulster's young football and 
drinking culture. I knew the gospel in 
its simplest form and knew that if I died 
without a Saviour, I would go to a lost 
eternity. I found myself under conviction 

of sin at this time, but I wanted to go 
on one more football holiday before, as 
I thought, I would get saved. As we all 
know, however, the devil takes us further 
into sin than we could ever imagine. 
What followed was eight or nine years 
of complete self-indulgence. Drink and 
drugs were used nearly every weekend 
from my mid-teens to early twenties. 

During this time, the Lord spoke to me 
through His Word written on church 
notice boards and through Christians 
at work, one of whom bought me a 
Bible. The gospel signs would hit me 
hard; however, I’d use my football and 
partying to distract me. This continued 
until I ended up in one too many bar 
fights and found myself facing a death 
threat from a paramilitary organisation in 
Belfast. For me the decision was simple 
- I could either take my chances with the 
threat or sign up with the organisation 
and join some of my mates. My decision 
was made from pure fear, and this led 
to a whole new world of madness and 
even greater sin. I can honestly say 
I hated every minute of being part of 
that paramilitary organisation. I was 
ashamed of myself and for my family, 
having been the only Montgomery to 
ever get involved. 

My conversion came about like this. 
I was having my usual Saturday in 
November - a football match followed 
by a house party in Carrick where 
I'd spend the night. Next morning, I 
would go to a remembrance parade 
in Rathcoole, and then spend the 
afternoon drinking away the pain of 

my surroundings! This Remembrance 
Sunday was different. I was under deep 
conviction of sin that I couldn't shrug off. 
Through a phone call, I was invited to 
church at Ballysillan Elim that Sunday 
night. I told those in authority over me 
of my plans to attend, even though I 
had no idea who was preaching and 
had never been to this church before. 
After the meeting, I asked to speak to 
the preacher (a man called Terry Fitus) 
and right there and then the Most High 
saved me for time and eternity. It was as 
if the Lord had seen my life reach untold 
depths, and He came and plucked me 
as a brand from the burning. It was 
irresistible grace! I simply could not fight 
against my Lord a day longer. That was 
11th November 2007.

Providentially, later that night, I found 
out that Terry had come to faith in 
Christ under similar circumstances - 
from a paramilitary organisation, from 
the depths of sin to the saving grace 
of Christ. Looking back, I firmly believe 
the Lord brought me to my knees and 
all I could do was look unto Him for 
salvation. What a Saviour we have, 
worthy of all honour and praise!
 
In the years since the Lord saved me, 
I have been blessed with a wife and 
three children, and my life has been fully 
transformed. There are still many trials, 
and I make plenty of mistakes; but for 
me being a Christian is not a lifestyle 
choice, as some view it today. It's a 
lifting up of the cross of Christ like we 
read of in Matthew 16 v 24 – 26.

“Then said Jesus unto his disciples, 
If any man will come after me, let 
him deny himself, and take up his 
cross, and follow me. For whosoever 
will save his life shall lose it: and 
whosoever will lose his life for my 
sake shall find it. For what is a man 
profited, if he shall gain the whole 
world, and lose his own soul? 

Friday 31st December 2021 
New Year's Eve Service     

Friday 7th & 21st January 2022
Mum's & Tot's

Monday 24th January 2022
Ladies Fellowship with Mrs Hannah 
Foster (Uganda)

AARON MONTGOMERY

October 2021 November 2021
Average weekly offering
Home & Foreign Missions
Building Fund
UK Fund
Gift ILO Flowers - W Wilson 
Nepal Gifts
Uganda Child Sponsorship                
Stephen Greer
Gregory Gibson
Joanne Greer
Gardenstown FPC
Glenn Hamilton
Liberia Radio
Ploughing Outreach
Rev T Laverty
Missionary Boxes
Building Bridges
LTBS
Colin Maxwell
Angel Alvarez

£ 4847
£ 3760
£   425
£   150
£   305
£ 2115
£ 1350
£   901
£   500
£   390
£   240
£   200
£   100
£   100
£   100
£     90
£     80
£     50
£     50
£     50

Average weekly offering
Home & Foreign Missions
Building Fund
UK Fund
Gift ILO Flowers - M McKendry
Joanne Greer
Ploughing Outreach
Romania Orphans
Uganda Child Sponsorship
UK Fund, Parkmount F'ship
Glenn Hamilton
Gardenstown FPC
D Nandy
Liberia Radio
Rev T Laverty
Uganda School
Building Bridges
LTBS
Colin Maxwell
Angel Alvarez

£ 5935
£ 2240
£ 3459
£   108
£   555
£ 2355
£ 1000
£ 1000
£   872
£   364
£   200
£   100
£   100
£   100
£   100
£   100
£     80
£     50
£     50
£     50


