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When harvest time comes, finally there 
is excitement to reap the rewards of 
a season’s work.  The harvest must 
be reaped or else it will be lost, John 
4:35. This year as I harvested some 
vegetables, I was provided with two 
experiences from which I drew spiritual 
application.  

The first was concerning my carrots.  
They seemed to have progressed well; 
the leafage was green and healthy, 
and the tops of the carrots looked a 
promising size.  But when I pulled them, 
the majority were only about two inches 
long and they were all gnarly and twisted; 
reason being the ground was hard and 
they could not grow downwards.  That 
reminded me of many Christians who 
give the appearance that they are going 
on with God.  All on the surface gives 
the impression that they are spiritually 
prospering, but underneath there is 

little growth.  Maybe a 
hardness has crept in, 
and some twistedness is 
present towards the work, 
other believers or even 
the Lord Himself.  Let us 
pray for soft and tender 
hearts.

The other lesson came 
from my potatoes.  With 
every plant I forked up, 
we all waited with bated 
breath to see how many 
potatoes we got.  One 
time, to our excitement, 
I dug up some blue potatoes, Arran 
Victories, which I forgot I had planted.  
That was a pleasant surprise to reap 
what was not expected.  There was great 
happiness that day.  That reminded me 
of the joy of the harvest.  What joy there 
is when sinners are gathered into God’s 

garner.  At times we even reap where we 
have not sown, entering into other men’s 
labours.  We long for such a harvest 
season of joyful reaping, for we’ve had 
many a disappointing harvest.  But let 
us not be weary in well doing, brethren 
and sisters, for in due season we shall 
reap, if we faint not.

From 1983 to 2021, almost forty years, 
the Lord’s dear servant, Mr. William 
Wilson, served Christ faithfully as a 
ruling elder of this congregation. As 
study reveals, forty in Scripture is the 
number of testing. Depending on the 
precise nature of the given test, the 
outcome was either commendable or 
not. In the case of William Wilson, his 
almost forty years in the office of elder 
revealed the spiritual giant, the steady 
and wise servant of Christ that he was 
in the Lord’s work.

Along with his wife Jean and his family, 
William began to attend our church 
services in the mid-seventies. Already 
he was a mature man of God, and was 
recognised as such, having served the 
Lord in the congregation as a deacon 
prior to being elected to the eldership. 
He also taught in the Sunday School 
and then was placed in charge of the 
Youth Bible Class. 

In all these areas of service, William 
Wilson was highly respected by God’s 
people. By nature, he was a quiet, 
unassuming man. However, he was a 
man of principle, strong in conviction 
and character, knowing what he 
believed and standing by the truth as it 
is in Christ. In his role as a ruling elder, 
William thought much before he spoke; 
but when he did everyone listened as 
he imparted words of Christ-centered 
wisdom and guidance. He was a man 
of prayer, and what a delight it was to 
hear him petition the throne of grace 
with fervency and with the anointing of 
the Holy Spirit.
 
In home and family life, William was a 
beloved husband, father, grandfather, 
and great-grandfather. While the church 
family misses him deeply, it is his dear 
wife Jean, daughters Sarah, Jenny, Joy 
and Paula, and their families who miss 
him most. Yet, they know that as each 

day goes by, reunion with their dear 
loved one is closer. 

We mourn the passing of William 
Wilson, but we salute his godly legacy. 
His race was well run, and now he is 
with the Christ he loved and served.

tribute to mr. william wilson Rev. John Greer



Psalm 107v23, 24 says “They that 
go down to the sea in ships, that 
do business in great waters; These 
see the works of the LORD, and His 
wonders in the deep.”

Gardenstown is a three-hundred-year-
old fishing village on the Northeast 
coast of Scotland in Aberdeenshire. 
It is situated between the towns of 
Fraserburgh and Banff. The population 
is approx. nine hundred, living in the 
village itself, with many of the houses 
overlooking Gamrie Bay. Outside the 
village you enter a very large farming 
area, and historically fishing and farming 
have been the two largest employers in 
the area.

Gardenstown Free Presbyterian Church 
was born out of a group of believers 
who were meeting in the village hall in 
1996 for Sabbath Worship. After contact 
with our denomination, the Church was 
constituted as a Free Presbyterian 
Church on 4th April 1998. 

Rev. Noel Hughes was ordained in 
Gardenstown on 20th May 1998. The 
congregation continued to meet in the 
village hall until 2004. In 2003, planning 
permission was granted to build a new 
church building on the outskirts of the 
village. There were many difficulties and 
much opposition to overcome to get to 

this point. The building was opened for 
public worship on 18th September 2004 
by Dr Stanley Barnes, who stood in for 
Dr Paisley, who was ill at that time. 

The second minister of the congregation 
was the Rev. Craig Dennison, who 
ministered in the church from November 
2014 until March 2019. Then, in June 
of this year, the Rev. Thomas Laverty 
received and accepted a unanimous 
call from the congregation to be their 
minister. Rev. Laverty writes, “It was a 
call by which I was deeply humbled, and 
I look daily to the Lord for His grace to 
fulfil it.”

The Installation service took place on 
June 29th, with the interim moderator 
Rev. David McLaughlin presiding. Rev. 
Greer, Clerk of Presbytery, put the 
prescribed questions to the minister 
elect, and the Moderator, Rev. John 
Armstrong preached the installation 
sermon. The Clerk of Session and one of 
the founding members, Mr John Gibson, 
welcomed Rev. Laverty to Gardenstown 
and presented a welcome gift.  Rev. 
Laverty thanked the congregation for 
his call to be their minister, and after 
the closing prayer, the people enjoyed 
supper, kindly provided by the ladies 
of the congregation. There were fifty-
five people in attendance, with visitors 
coming in from the village.

Rev. Laverty writes, “As a Church, there 
are two elders and two committee men. 
Sunday School meets 10.15am -11am 
on the Sabbath morning, with morning 
worship at 11.30. Evening worship is 
at 6pm with both services preceded 
by times of prayer. The congregation 
is made up of people from the village 

and rural Aberdeenshire. There is a 
Bible Study and prayer meeting each 
Wednesday at 7pm, and the men of the 
congregation meet one night a month 
to wait upon The Lord. It must be said 
that as a congregation we are enjoying 
a lovely sense of The Lord’s presence 
in the meetings. We have an open-air 
witness in Aberdeen City Centre every 
Friday, and with passing shoppers, it is 
a great opportunity and privilege to raise 
a voice for our Redeemer, Jesus Christ.

As a congregation we would value your 
prayers for the great need of the hour, 
which is an outpouring of the Holy Ghost 
on this part of Scotland. We desire that 
Christ alone might be exalted and God 
glorified, and many poor souls who 
travel with us down the corridors of time, 
might be brought to a saving interest in 
our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Rev:1v9 “...for the Word of God, and 
for the Testimony of Jesus Christ”
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Picnic time at the Ladies 
Fellowship outing in Portrush 

June 2021

GARDENSTOWN INSTALLATION

Big sisters Annie and Emily 
welcome a little brother, Alfie into 
the family. Alfie was born on 29th 

June 2021

Mya McClintock with her baby 
brother Micah. Micah was born 
on 5th August 2021 to Paul and 

Cheryl McIntyre.

Rev. Tom Laverty was installed 
as Minister of Gardenstown 

FPC on 29th June 2021



Rev. Greer and Rev. Stewart were 
delighted to congratulate Mrs Minnie 

Maternaghen on her 100th birthday on 
20th July 2021.

When presented with the question “Why 
have Mums and Tots at church?”, it 
didn’t take long to think of three reasons 
why we run this group, twice a month, 
on a Friday morning. 

Firstly, it’s important to begin teaching 
and training our children from a young 
age. It is never too early to teach them 
choruses with wonderful truths, or to 
open the Word of God and tell them the 
great lessons contained within. It’s a 
difficult thing to teach big truths to little 
minds so I know those involved in the 
work would value your prayers.

Secondly, it’s important for mothers to 
have fellowship together. During the first 
part of ‘Tots’, the children play, make a 
craft and have a snack together. This 
gives the young mums an opportunity to 
talk, offload and get to know each other. 
What better place to build friendships 
with those travelling through a similar 
chapter in life? Motherhood, with its 
busyness and burdens, can be a difficult 
time spiritually, so we encourage you to 
bring our mothers before the Lord in 
prayer.

Thirdly, it’s an excellent opportunity 
to invite others from our community in 
amongst our church family. There is no 
other children’s work where the mothers 
must come along with their children and 
sit under the Word of God. It’s not only 
a time to witness to them, but also to 
befriend them. This can be instrumental 
in having their little children ‘grow up’ in 
our congregation as they follow through 
into Sunday School, Children’s Meeting 
and Youth Fellowship. Nowadays 
parents like to know where their children 
are going and who is responsible for 
them, and I believe ‘Tots’ is vital in 
building up a relationship of trust with 
parents.

May the Lord use ‘Tots’ to sow the seed 
and to build His church. 

MUMS AND TOTS RETURNS

Rev. and Mrs Beggs had a family 
celebration for their 60th wedding 

anniversary on 4th July 2021. 

mrs alana stewart

Esther Bell successfully answered all the 
questions in the Child’s Catechism. She 
was presented with a Cup, Certificate 

and Bible on Childrens Day 2021.



• Sunday 7th November - 11.30am & 
6.30pm College Students 

• Tuesday 9th November 8pm - Memorial 
Service for John Smyth

• Tuesday 16th November 8pm - Joanne 
Greer deputation 

• Tuesday 7th December 8pm - Lord’s 
Table

Bernie is a long standing member of the congregation 
and a faithful Sunday School Teacher.MY TESTIMONY

bernie  forster

CALENDAR

August 2021 September 2021
Average weekly offering
Home & Foreign Missions
Building Fund
UK Fund
Stephen Greer
Nepal Radio & General                  
Glenn Hamilton
Liberia Radio & School
Joanne Greer
Aid Fund
Building Bridges
Missionary Boxes
Angel Alvarez
Colin Maxwell
LTBS

£ 5058
£ 2845
£   533
£   187
£ 2305
£ 1884
£   300
£   200
£   120
£   100
£     80
£     77
£     50
£     50
£     50

Average weekly offering
Home & Foreign Missions
Building Fund
UK Fund
Ploughing Outreach
Liberia School
Nepal Radio
Stephen Greer
Uganda Child Sponsor LF
Aid Fund
Glenn Hamilton
Liberia Radio
Rev T Laverty
Building Bridges
Missionary Boxes
LTBS
Angel Alvarez
Colin Maxwell

£ 5165
£ 4128
£   485
£   143
£ 1008
£   990
£   890
£   490
£   256
£   200
£   200
£   100
£   100
£     80
£     75
£     50
£     50 
£     50

Psalm 145:21 says, “My mouth shall 
speak the praise of the Lord.” 

I can vividly remember at the age 
of seven, sitting on a long wooden 
pew in the very ornate but idolatrous 
surroundings of All Saints RC church, 
and secretly praying, “God, why are we 
not allowed the Bible?” 

I loved the religion I was born into and 
remained a very devout catholic until, 
in my teens, I went on a pilgrimage to 
‘Lough Derg’. On arrival, I received a 
long list of prayers that had to be recited 
all day and all night as I walked barefoot 
over the stony ground suffering for my 
sins and the sins of those in ‘Purgatory’. 
I thought this would bring me closer 
to God, but I left the island with one 
thought, “Oh God, something is wrong!”

When I returned home, I kept my feelings 
to myself. Gradually, I began to question 
the practices of my religion; in particular, 
idolatry.  I can remember putting away 
my statue of Mary and wondering why 
we are taught to confess our sins to a 
priest. Like Mary, I just pondered these 
things in my heart.

One night in my early twenties, I was 
sitting at a table by a window in the 
‘George Bar’ in Ballymena.  As I looked 
out the window, I realised an open-air 
meeting was being held just around the 
corner.  I couldn’t hear what was being 
said but I knew it concerned the things 
of God.  I looked up to the sky and 
prayed, “Oh God, I would love to know 
something about God!”  

It was shortly after this I began working 
with a Christian lady called Wilma 
Templeton.   One morning I asked her, 
“Do you think my religion is wrong?”  
What a thrill to listen to her testimony! 
“And when the gentiles heard this, 
they were glad, and glorified the word 
of the Lord: and as many as were 
ordained to eternal life believed” Acts 
13:48.  

Wilma spoke of the Lord as if she knew 
Him!  I longed to hear more, and all the 
questions that had been simmering in 
my teens came flooding out.  Wilma 
explained that Mary is not the way to 
God and that we can only go to God 
through the Lord Jesus Christ (1 Timothy 
2:5).  She pointed me to Christ and only 
Christ!  She talked about confessing 
her sin to the Lord and that she KNEW 
she was forgiven (Ephesians 1:7).  She 
told me of the difference between a 
head knowledge of God and a heart 
knowledge, quoting, Romans 10: 9 “That 
if thou shalt confess with thy mouth 
the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in 
thine heart that God hath raised him 
from the dead, thou shalt be saved”.  
She also spoke of Hell.  I had never 
thought that I would go to Hell; but as 
she spoke, a terror came over me and I 

knew that it was where I deserved to be.  
I felt so far away from God and so very 
near a lost eternity! 

I was in bed on the night of the 7th 
February 1994, when the Lord in His 
mercy drew near me.  As I thought about 
the Lord, I felt ashamed of my sin in the 
light of His holiness.  I wanted to hide 
below the covers; but I climbed out of 
bed and on my knees, I came, weeping 
and broken, to Christ.  I believed 
with all my heart that only God could 
save me, and that salvation is “not of 
works lest any man should boast” 
(Ephesians 2:9).  I believed that through 
the Lord Jesus Christ alone “we have 
redemption through His blood, even 
the forgiveness of sins” (Col  1:13-14).

I didn’t know at this stage that I was a 
“new creature in Christ” or “born again” 
but I did know that I was ‘different’.  
Every part of my life changed!  I came 
to Ballymena Free Presbyterian Church 
in 2003.  I had never heard the doctrine 
of election and predestination preached 
before.  As I listened, I thought, “That’s 
my life!”  All those times when I thought 
I was lifting my heart to the Lord; it was 
the Lord, softly and tenderly drawing me.

I have the joy of teaching a little Sunday 
school class every year.  There are 
many times when I feel very broken as 
Mr. McCosh places reverent emphasis 
on the value and merit of the blood of 
the Lord Jesus Christ.  I often glance 
down at the sacred page and ask with 
a humble heart, “Oh God, why am I 
allowed to look in this book?” 

I can truly say with Jacob - “I am not 
worthy of the least of all the mercies, 
and of all the truth, which thou hast 
shewed unto thy servant.” Gen 32:10


