0

ISSUE 63

DEC 202

BALLYMENA FREE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

CORNERSTONE
BEHOLD, I LAY IN SION A CHIEF CORNER STONE

a word from our minister
How Firm a Foundation
It’s hard to believe that this is the last
edition of the Cornerstone for the
year 2020. What a year it has been!
Many seemingly established things
have been shaken in our society.
We have known times of change
and disruption.
From schools to
businesses to public services, sadly
we must add to public worship, all
have been affected by COVID19. Yet
through it all, we can confidently affirm
that God’s Word has never changed.
It is forever settled in heaven. I have
been thinking about a hymn, the
author of which is only identified by
the letter ‘K’ in our hymnbook. Like all
good hymns, it’s based on the Bible,
which is fitting since we read in the

first two lines that the hymn’s theme
is God’s Word. It says “How firm a
foundation, ye saints of the Lord, Is laid
for your faith in His excellent Word!”
Some of the stanzas closely
resemble and echo certain portions of
scripture. Take stanza 2 for example,
which reminds us of Paul’s words
in Philippians 4:12-13, “In every
condition, in sickness, in health; In
poverty’s vale, or abounding in wealth;
At home and abroad, on the land, on
the sea, As thy days may demand,
shall thy strength ever be.” Or stanza
3 based on Isaiah 41:10 , which says,
“Fear not, I am with thee, O be not
dismayed, I, I am thy God, and will still
give thee aid; I’ll strengthen and help
thee, and cause thee to stand, Upheld
by My righteous, omnipotent hand.”

tribute to dr cairns
REV. J GREER
When Stephen was buried those who
bore his body to the grave “…made
great lamentation over him.” They did
so for they knew that Stephen was in
a sense irreplaceable within the ranks
of Christ’s Church. Over a period of
years we have seen a number of our
founding fathers pass to their eternal
reward including the Rev. Cecil
Menary, the Rev. John Wylie, and Dr.
Paisley himself. Then, in recent days,
Dr. Alan Cairns, another of this first
group of ministers, departed to be with
the Lord in the glory. Like those men
who lamented over Stephen, we mourn
the passing of one who was “…a
prince and a great man…in Israel?”
In these lines I pay tribute to Dr. Alan
Cairns firstly on a personal level. From
1974 to 1978, I sat under his tuition in
the Systematic Theology Class of The
Theological Hall of the Presbytery.

REV. A STEWART

I encourage you to read the rest of
the words of this comforting hymn;
it will hearten your soul. However,
don’t stop there! Go to the source,
get to ‘The Book’ for we are told in
Revelation 1:3 there is a blessing for
those who read, hear and keep the
things that are written in God’s Word.

A tribute to Dr Alan Cairns on his home-going in November.

Dr. Cairns was a master theologian
who taught under the anointing of the
Holy Spirit. It was a privilege to receive
his incisive instruction in the theology
of Scripture. He moved to Greenville
in 1980, and in 1983 I moved to
Philadelphia. While we were hundreds of
miles apart I often talked with him about
the work of the ministry and benefitted
from his great wisdom. I thank God for
the help he was to me in those years.
This tribute also includes what he was
to us in this congregation with regard
to his powerful preaching. When our
Session decided to launch our Annual
Bible Conference, Dr. Cairns was
the chosen preacher. God used him
mightily in that first Conference in 2002,
so much so that he was invited back
on many occasions over subsequent
years. His frequent preaching in our
Conferences – the last time being just
a little over a year ago – is testament
and tribute to his blessed ministry.

Now he is with the Lord. His passing has
been a tremendous loss to the entire
Free Church family, yet we accept that
the Lord’s will has been done. Therefore,
we salute the memory of a spiritual
giant whose seat is now empty, but
who has entered into the glory above.
“Blessed are the dead which
die in the Lord…that they may
rest from their labours; and
their works do follow them.”

letter from usa
REV STEPHEN POLLOCK
They say that you never know what to
expect during a Presidential election
year in the United States of America.
This year we’ve been living through
a pandemic, civil unrest and election
fallout. As in your country, life has
been turned on its head. In such times
the Lord’s people must fight the fight
of faith. It is easy to be preoccupied
with this world–health and prosperity,
governments and politics. These things
have a legitimate place, but we are
living as citizens of heaven seeking a
heavenly city. An undue attention to the
things of this world dulls our affection for
the world to come.
It’s been a challenging year in the
ministry. Like all churches, our members
hold differing views on many of the
pressing issues. We’ve been granted
a lot of freedom by our Governor to
decide whether or not to meet in person.
This has been a blessing; and we have
sought to meet in person since May, while
exercising care not to spread the virus.
We have greatly missed the blessing of
meeting with our senior members. They
contribute so much to the church as

Rev Pollock tells of what life has been like for his
family over the last turbulant year.

they encourage us all by their presence
and words. Some people have left the
church, others have perhaps stopped
attending for a season. In general, we
feel the challenge of developing the
bonds of fellowship when meetings are
so curtailed. Please pray for the Lord’s
people, that in our weakness we’d know
Christ’s strength.

Covid has not prevented the children
from moving forward in their lives. In

building bridges
In 2017, Chris Killen arranged an
‘Answer to Addiction' event in ‘The
Braid’, supported by Ballymena FPC.
After that event, Ryan Smith and a
group of members from Ballymena
FPC felt burdened to start a ministry
to reach those suffering with addiction,
depression, or other life changing
problems. A year later, 'Building Bridges'
was officially formed. It then took time to
formulate plans, apply for charity status,
build a committee and sort funding.
Things fell into place this year with
the commencement of our programme
in August and the opening of our new
premises on the Oldwood Road. We had

2020 Ethan (19) had a really special
“drive-through” graduation from High
Point Baptist Academy. He is now
working in a Chick-Fil-A restaurant while
waiting for his Green Card to come
through. Grace (17) passed her driving
test and loves to relax by developing
her baking skills. Joel (15) has grown
a couple of feet taller and enjoys taking
pictures with his drone. Isaac (13)
has discovered he doesn’t like online
school and has embraced American
sports. He is presently in training for the
basketball season. Rose (6) graduated
Kindergarten–a big deal in American
school life! She also learned how to
swim and how to ride her bike.
A major prayer request would be that
we would get our Green Cards soon.
Ethan needs this before he can move
on with his education, and having our
permanent residency would solidify our
status here and make travel easier. We
had hoped to visit home this year but,
of course, that has not been possible.
Perhaps, in the Lord’s will, we’ll be
able to visit home in 2021, and renew
fellowship with you all. In the meantime,
we are very grateful for your prayers.

GLENN HAMILTON

a successful launch event in September
in the form of an ‘Open House’ to show
our friends and supporters the new
premises and provide an insight into the
work we do.

Our weekly programme has started
with a group of four men picked up by
minibus every Monday, Thursday, and
Friday morning, and brought to the
house. The programme is designed to
provide participants with the practical
skills and mental readiness to rebuild
their lives. Most importantly, we present
the truth of the gospel and endeavour to
show how everyone's greatest need is
met in Christ. The programme typically

includes daily devotions, a work
programme, cooking, cleaning, weekly
Bible study and a 'Smart Recovery'
course. In recent weeks, we have also
launched a new ‘art project’ with the
help of Cherith Brown from our own
congregation. Cherith has been doing a
great job teaching the group some new
drawing skills!
The members of Building Bridges wish
to thank the Session and Committee of
Ballymena FPC for their continued help
and support. We also want to thank
the many individual members of the
congregation who have been behind
us every step of the way since the
programme started. We are always on
the lookout for others to get involved, so
if you would like
to know more
about our work,
or how you
might be able
to help, please
get in touch with
Ryan Smyth or
Glenn Hamilton.

feedback

We include emails sent by those who have
been watching our webcasts across the
world at this difficult time.

EMAIL 1

EMAIL 3

Dear Rev Greer,
My wife and I are very much blessed by your ministry as
you faithfully preach the Word of God in these difficult times.
We assemble with local believers in an evangelical church
in Plymouth, however, and it grieves me to say it, there is a
strong leaning towards entertainment and modern ‘hymns’
which have no real doctrine or theology in them . Sadly it
has been our testimony that we have, as a family, over the
past 30 years gone from one church to another. We have
been disillusioned with the churches in our area and instead
The Lord has fed us via reformed books (Spurgeon) and
online sermons - such as we find at Ballymena FPC. So
I just wanted to encourage you in your ministry - we are
grateful that we have access to so many sound sermons on
Sermon Audio. We will continue to gather with local believers
as there are many sincere and lovely people who meet
there. My wife and I are currently listening to your series on
Eschatology which you originally delivered in 2002. May the
Lord bless you as you continue to ‘..earnestly contend for
the faith which was once delivered unto the saints’(Jude
3).

Rev. Greer, Rev. Stewart,
I must say what a Blessing you bring to me each week.
I get up early Sunday morning as we are on eastern
standard time here in Canada.

EMAIL 2
Greetings in the Saviour’s Worthy Name. We write to
express our deep appreciation for the blessing your
online ministry has been during the lockdown period. Our
enforced absence from the Lord’s house was a difficult
burden to bear, however we received the manna of the
Word through both of your ministries, to the strengthening
and encouraging of our hearts in the ways of the Lord. As
Paul said of Thessalonica, so it has been true of Ballymena,
“From you sounded out the Word of the Lord.”
Do pass on our deep appreciation to all the media team who
worked so tirelessly to ensure each service was relayed in
such a professional way.

I just love the preaching, singing, and those wonderful
prayers you offer up to our precious Lord.
I was born in England 82 years ago and emigrated to
Canada in 1958. I have travelled to England over 35 times,
but missed Ireland, and now I’m too old to travel. I would
love to pay a visit to Ballymena. Praying for you all at this
confused time. Our Church is also in lock-down and no
hope yet of reopening.
God Bless you all.

EMAIL 4
Dear Rev.Greer,
I have listened to you many times over the years and have
always been blessed by your ministry and pray that the
Lord is most pleased to bless every effort and endeavour
by yourself and the church.
I have just listened to the first two sermons on
Dispensationalism which appear to have been recorded in
2004. They are excellent and so needful in this age where
so much of doctrine within the church has been corrupted
by its influence as you quite rightly point out. Some of that
influence is overt and some very subtle. Your explanation
of the word dispensation in the first sermon laid a great
foundation to the biblical understanding of this subject
which is so helpful. I’m looking forward to going through the
whole series with my pen and notepad at my side, assured
of learning many truths.

first term of college
By the time you read this report,
the Whitefield students will
have completed (and hopefully,
passed) all the first term exams.
Given the disruption that
COVID-19
has
caused
throughout 2020, I’m sure all the
students would agree that we
are just happy to be progressing.
Classes have been held in
person at Martyrs Memorial
FPC, where we have had eleven
students from Northern Ireland
and one, Jonathan Wilson,
from England. By far the most
distanced student is Deepanker
Nandy who joins us online from

India – I find his commitment
to
preparing
himself
for
ministry
very
impressive!
I’ve enjoyed getting to know the
other students and learning how
they’ve been led to this stage
of preparation. We look forward
to more freedom, not only
to fellowship, but to minister
to
congregations
together.
Please pray that God will give
help to retain the material
we study, apply it personally
and in ministry, and of course
open doors of service for
those who are approaching
the end of their College days.

NEW BABY

STEPHEN GREER

Baby James, new son of John and
Alison Greer, with his delighted
brother Lewis and sisters Leah
and Amy. James was born on 29th
November 2020, weighing 8lb 4oz.

MY TESTIMONYRAY MARTIN
I was born and brought up, along with
my two sisters, in the townland of
Glenleslie, Clough. My parents sent
us to Clough Presbyterian Sunday
School and Church. We also attended
an evening Sunday School in Corby
Orange Hall, where we were taught the
Bible and Shorter Catechism. I joined
the Boys Brigade, and in my early teens
I enrolled in a Communicant’s class. At
that class, I answered the questions
required to become a communicant
member and partake of communion,
though still unsaved.
At the age of fifteen, I learned the trade
of fitter/welder, and I served my time in
Fleming Engineering. In 1966, I took up
employment in Wrights Coachbuilders
and I remained there until I retired at
sixty-five. During my teenage years, I
also joined Ballymena Road Club and
became a keen cyclist. At that club I
learned that if you wanted to do well,
preparation was everything; but it was
some years later that I discovered how
much more important that lesson is
spiritually, in light of eternity!
In 1962, I met Shirley who came from
Castlegore, and after a courtship we
were married on 6th October 1965.
We have one daughter, Donna, born
in 1977, and we are so thankful for
her, our son in law Sam, and our two
grandchildren, Tom and Emily.
Over the years, the Lord spoke to me
in different ways, and my hope for
the world to come was that I didn’t
drink or smoke. However, I still was a
October 2020
Average weekly offering
Home & Foreign Missions
Building Fund
UK Fund

£ 4468
£ 2518
£ 1640
£ 86

Nepal Vehicle Appeal
Trinitarian Bible Society
Alex Bernabeu
Joanne Greer
Glenn Hamilton
Stephen Greer
Lebanon Baptist Church
Romainia Orphans
Liberia Radio
Joy Gillespie
Uganda
Margaret Russell
Building Bridges
Every Home Crusade

£ 1465
£ 4460
£ 1813
£ 500
£ 430
£ 300
£ 250
£ 200
£ 200
£ 100
£ 100
£ 100
£ 100
£ 80
£ 50

Gifts ILO Flowers - S Ramsey,
A Wilkinson,E Glasgow

Ray and Shirley have been faithful members of our church
for many years. Ray is a member of the Kirk Session.

sinner and enjoyed going to the cinema
and training and racing my bike on a
Sunday. The Bible says in Matthew 12
v 34 “for out of the abundance of the
heart the mouth speaketh.
In 1963, I purchased a motor scooter
and on 10th June I was involved in a
serious road accident and was rushed
to the Waveney Hospital unconscious. I
had a double fracture in my skull, and I
lay ‘at death’s door’ for ten days. If death
had come, my hope for eternity would
have been ill founded, and I would
have been lost. The Lord graciously
preserved me; and the night I gained

consciousness in hospital, I asked a
nurse for a Bible, which she brought, and
I began to read it. I was sent home for
six weeks convalescence, and during
that time I spent my mornings reading
my Bible, praying and singing hymns.
However, I was still looking forward to
the day when I could get back to ‘the
pictures’, and when the time came, I
went to the Tower Cinema to see a film.
November 2020
Average weekly offering
Home & Foreign Missions
Building Fund
Legacy gift to Church
Gareth McDowell
Nepal Vehicle
Stephen Greer
Glenn Hamilton
Christina Logan - Ladies F'ship
Nepal
Liberia Radio
Colin Maxwell
LTBS
Angel Alvarez
Building Bridges
Christian Institute
Missionary Boxes
Joanne Greer
Rev T Laverty
Cherith Brown

£ 4220
£ 2070
£ 477
£33000

£ 1664
£ 1450
£ 500
£ 500
£ 450
£ 180
£ 100
£ 100
£ 100
£ 100
£ 80
£ 70
£ 61
£ 20
£ 10
£ 10

I found myself feeling uneasy as I sat
there, and I left halfway through to go
home and read my Bible. The Lord was
convicting me.
In August 1963, Shirley and I
attended a Sunday night meeting in
Castlegore Mission Hall, conducted
by the Ballymena Busmen’s Testimony
Team. The preacher spoke on the text
Revelation 3 v 20 – “ Behold, I stand
at the door, and knock: if any man
hear my voice, and open the door, I
will come in to him, and will sup with
him, and he with me.” The Lord was
speaking again, this time through His
word, not just to me, but to Shirley as
well. At the end of the meeting, Shirley
and I both called upon the name of the
Lord and were saved.
I have been privileged to serve the
Lord in various ways over the years.
I was greatly helped in my Christian
walk by men like John McKeown,
John McDowell and Tom McNabney. I
attended prayer fellowships and helped
to convene Mission Hall and Orange
Hall meetings, along with Open Air
meetings. I remember attending the
Gospel Tabernacle on the Waveney
Road occasionally in the late 1960’s,
particularly on one occasion, when Rev
Alan Cairns was speaking at a special
week of meetings on ‘The Building of
the Temple’. Shirley and I began to
attend regularly, and it became our
home church. I did what I could to serve
in Ballymena FPC over the years, and I
was humbled to be voted in as a ruling
elder in 2010.
It is over fifty-seven years since the Lord
saved Shirley and me in Castlegore on
27th August 1963. Shortly afterwards
the Lord encouraged me through Daniel
10 v 12. “Then said he unto me, Fear
not, Daniel: for from the first day
that thou didst set thine heart to
understand, and to chasten thyself
before thy God, thy words were
heard, and I am come for thy words.”
The Lord did indeed hear our cry that
night, and we rejoice that He has kept
us all these years to the present day.

CALENDAR
Tuesday 22nd December 2020
Annual missionary report
Tuesday 5th January 2021
Deputation - Robert McConnell

