
Tuesday the 29th of September was an 
historic night in the life and ministry of 
Ballymena Free Presbyterian Church.  
We thank the Lord for the unfolding of 
His eternal purpose with the renewal 
of the Rev Greer’s call, which enables 
him to continue his ministry among 
the congregation.  A generation has 
been truly blessed through the faithful 
expository preaching and loving 
pastorate of the Rev Greer; and I’m 
sure, like myself, you look forward to 
days ahead.

David Livingstone, pioneer missionary 
to Africa said, “If you have men who 
will only come if they know there is a 
good road, I don’t want them. I want 
men who will come if there is no road 
at all. I will go anywhere, provided it be 
forward.”  It’s God’s will that believers go 
forward spiritually in their walk with Him.  
We don’t know the road ahead, but the 
unknown should not make us stand still. 
John W. Peterson wrote, “It’s not an 

easy road; there are trials and troubles, 
and many are the dangers we meet. But 
Jesus guards and keeps so that nothing 
can harm us, and smooths the rugged 
path for our feet.”

It’s not only personal progression the 
Lord desires but also that His work 
would go forward. We are thankful for the 
graduation and commencement service 
of the Whitefield College of the Bible, for 
there we witnessed tangible tokens in 
Cherith’s completion, Stephen’s call and 
Glenn’s continuance that the Lord has 

a purpose to see His cause advance.  
In the wilderness the Lord led Israel 
forward to the Promised Land.  We 
read in Numbers 2:17 of God’s people 
that, “they set forward, every man in 
his place by their standards.”  As we 
consider future days, may every one of 
us be found in our place; especially in the 
public and private place of prayer, ready 
and willing to go forward.  “Marching on, 
marching on, for Christ count everything 
but loss! And to crown Him King, toil and 
sing ‘Neath the banner of the cross!”

a word from our ministers
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It is now over three months since our 
‘return to church’ began, meaning that 
we have been back in the Lord’s house 
for about the same length of time as we 
were unable to be there because of the 
‘lockdown’. Great was the relief and the 
joy in seeing the doors of the house of 
God opened up again. Many of you have 
referred to the happiness that flooded 
your souls upon being free to return 
to the house of worship. This is how it 
ought to be. The child of God loves the 
fellowship of brethren and sisters. Even 
though we continue to meet under some 
restrictions, the Christian going on with 
God will surely re-echo the words of 
David – “I was glad when they said 
unto me, Let us go into the house of 
the Lord.” 

On behalf of you all, I wish to express 
gratitude to our Church officers for their 
proficient handling of all of the gatherings 
during the past three months. Much 
wise and diligent attention has been 
given to the entire matter of ensuring 
your safety as a congregation, and a lot 
of time and effort have been given to the 
whole scheme. Really the congregation 
is indebted to the church officers; and in 
your name I thank them. Also, on behalf 
of the church officers I wish to thank you, 
the congregation, for your compliance 
with the programme for return.   

One other matter has brought much 
gladness to my heart. I refer to other 
Christians in our town and area – and 
even farther afield – who have been 
in touch to express their thanks for 
the ministry they have received during 
lockdown. Indirectly or directly, their 
words of gratitude have come to my 
ears. For this I am very thankful. I 
firmly believe that the Lord has been 
at work during these months – and still 
is undoubtedly. Therefore, let us press 
on together and not grow weary in our 
spiritual labours. Remember – “…we 
are labourers together with God.”



Once again we are thankful to the Lord 
for the recommencement of our Friday 
night Children’s Meeting. Since our 
meetings finished, due to COVID-19, 

back in March, we have 
not had any contact with 
the children from the town. 
Our Bible clubs had to be 
cancelled throughout the 
summer and so we were 
apprehensive about how 
many children would return 
to the Children’s Meeting. 

Perhaps a lack of faith crept in, but how 
the Lord answered our prayers when we 
received a great reception on the doors, 
with parents and children so happy to 
see us. They were delighted that the 
meetings were starting up again, and 

we also have enjoyed making new 
contacts in different areas.

In our first meeting we had fifty-six 
children, with many more wanting to 
come along. Please continue to pray 
that the Lord will not only bring them in 
but save their precious souls.

“I was glad when they said unto me, 
Let us go into the house of the Lord.” 
Psalm 122 v 1.

The new season for Youth Fellowship 
started on the 11th September 2020. 

This has been a long-
awaited date for everyone 
as Youth was greatly 
missed, but we are thankful 
to God that we are able to 
come back and start a new 
season once again. 

There have been a few changes 
and regulations that we all have to 
follow, such as social distancing. 
This is something that everyone has 
acknowledged and practiced. Even 
though we have to social distance from 
our friends, we are still able to sit as 

a group and have fellowship through 
singing praises and hearing the Word of 
God spoken truthfully. 

In the meetings that have already 
passed, we have known the presence 
of God and have been greatly blessed.     
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CHURCH WORKS REOPEN AFTER LOCKDOWN

Andrew and Catriona Fleming 
had another little girl on 29th 

June 2020. Naomi Grace 
weighed in at 7 lb 12 oz and will 
be good company for big sister 

Alice.

CHILDREN’S MEETING

YOUTH FELLOWSHIP 
MORGAN MCCULLOUGH

PHILIP MCCLINTOCK

Excited faces from Jude and 
Olivia Ferguson as they welcome 
twin sisters Eden and Hope into 
the family. The twins were born 
to Mark and Gillian Ferguson on 

22nd June 2020.

Caleb and Nathan 
McClintock have a new 

baby sister. Hope was born 
26th June 2020, to Mark 

and Carolynne McClintock, 
weighing 7 lb 7 oz.

Eliana Ruth Greer 
was born on 21st 
September 2020, 

weighing 9lb 6 oz, to 
Stephen and Nadja 

Greer.



LADIES FELLOWSHIP

CHURCH WORKS REOPEN AFTER LOCKDOWN

COVID-19 brought our 2019/20 season 
to an early end in February.  It was 
therefore an extra special joy, following 

that break, to be able to meet and start 
the new season again with a great 
turnout of ladies! This year it was the 
Rev Stewart who “pulled the short 

straw” and started the season for us.  

We were blessed and challenged by 
the word he brought from Judges Ch 1, 
regarding Achsah and her plea to her 
father, Caleb, to “Give me a blessing”.  

We were exhorted to cry unto our 
Heavenly Father to give us a blessing, 
for His word tells us that His ears are 
ever open unto our cry.  

We extend a warm invitation to all ladies 
to join us on the 4th Monday night each 
month – we would love to see you!

Noah and Heidi have a new 
baby sister, Anna Chloe Brown. 
Anna was born on 25th August 

2020 to Joel and Alice, weighing 
9lb 5 oz. 

After many weeks of lockdown due 
to COVID-19, it was the mind of the 
Session and Committee that the Sunday 
school should recommence on Sunday 
4th October 2020, at 10am. 

As we could not meet in classes due to 
social distancing, it was agreed that it 
would take the form of an Open Sunday 
School.  Junior and Senior Bible classes 
also recommenced on this date. At this 
stage, children with church connections 
were encouraged to come, following 
the same pattern as their attendance at 
Worship Services.  

It was very encouraging, and 
also very touching to see the 
children coming through the 
doors again. It was such a 
blessing to hear them sing the 
hymns and choruses, recite 
Catechisms and a memory 
verse. As always, a message 

from God’s Word was brought to the 
hearts of the children.   

We look forward to welcoming the rest 
of the children next Lord’s Day. Please 
pray that God will continue to make it 
possible for us to meet as a Sunday 
School. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Grace, Lydia and Timothy Trimble 
have a new baby brother, Noah 
Samuel. Noah was born on 14th 
July 2020 weighing 8lb 11 oz, to 
Jonathan and Cherith Trimble.

Katie Coulter welcomes 
her new baby sister, Leah 
Grace to the family. Leah 

was born to Philip and Jane 
on 16th September 2020.

Courtney and Kathryn Smyth 
with their new baby boy 

Jude Calvin. Jude was born 
on 27th September 2020, 

weighing 9lb.

SONYA MILLAN

JAMES MCCOSH



• Tue 20th October – TBS -                        
Rev Craig Dennison

• Mon 26th October – Ladies Fellowship 
Mrs Stacy McIntyre - Testimony

• Tue 10th November – Deputation                      
Mr Garth McDowell

Robert has been a faithful attender, and familiar face in the Ballymena 
church for many years.MY TESTIMONY

robert fleming

CALENDAR

August 2020 September 2020
Average weekly offering
Home & Foreign Missions
Building Fund
UK Fund
Cherith Brown
Liberia Mission & Radio                  
Uganda School
Joanne Greer
Missionary Boxes
LTBS
Glenn Hamilton
Angel Alvarez
Colin Maxwell
Rev T Laverty

£ 4617
£ 2420
£   519
£     97
£ 1770
£   600
£   400
£   220
£   165
£     50
£     50
£     50
£     50
£     20

Average weekly offering
Home & Foreign Missions
Building Fund
UK Fund
Nepal Orphanage
Miss Dennison Legacy
Joanne Greer
Cherith Brown
Christina Logan
Colin Maxwell
LTBS
Angel Alvarez
Rev T Laverty
Stephen Greer

£ 6502
£ 2165
£   844
£   270
£ 3343
£ 2000
£   120
£   120
£   100
£     50
£     50
£     50
£     20
£     10

I was born on 12th October 1934, into 
a humble farming home in Garvaghy 
near Portglenone. My parents were 
not church goers, in fact they were not 
saved until late in life, but they sent my 
sisters and me to Sunday school in 1st 
Portglenone Presbyterian Church. We 
were also sent along to an evening 
Sunday school in Kylestown Orange Hall. 
I am also grateful for godly neighbours, 
two elderly ladies, Catherine Anne and 
Elizabeth McMullan, who were a godly 
influence on me as a child. After school, 
I would visit their home and they taught 
me simple choruses and told me of the 
Lord. 

In 1948, the people in the local area 
were talking about the missions being 
held by the well-known evangelist 
W.P. Nicholson. He came to the Old 
Methodist church in Cullybackey and 
I determined, as a young lad, that I 
would go. As I sat under his preaching, 
I felt a deep conviction of sin. When I 
raised my hand to indicate my need, 
Mr Nicholson called out and said ‘that 
young lad there, come up here beside 
me in the pulpit’. I still remember vividly 
looking down from beside him and 
seeing neighbours and friends in that 
meeting. I was then counselled on how 
to get saved, and that night I accepted 
Christ as my Saviour.

1948 was also the year I left school and 
worked in various jobs until I decided 
to travel to Scotland to find work. I 
worked in the John Brown shipyard on 
Clydebank, and while there I suffered a 
serious head injury when a large pipe 
slipped from its rope above me and 
crashed down, slicing the side of my 
head. Then, back in Co Antrim, my life 
was again preserved, when working 
in Nelsons Pig Processors. One day, I 

fell into a large tank of salt and brine; 
and only for the quick actions of my 
workmate, Bobby McDowell, who pulled 
me out, my life would have been lost. 

The Lord also preserved me in my 
backsliding days as a young man. My 
heart is saddened when I remember my 
foolishness, but I want to warn young 
people of the dangers of bad company 
and bad decisions. One day, I joined a 
friend who was going into Ballymena 
for a message. He said he was calling 
into the pub for a pint before heading 

back home. 
I initially 
refused to join 
him, but when 
he said I could 
have a soft 
drink, I went 
with him. This 
led to me then 
moving on 
to cider, and 
e v e n t u a l l y 

I was drinking stronger drink with the 
others. I also joined the Royal Ulster 
Rifles and again through bad company, 
I drank heavily and was miserable, 
knowing I was letting the Lord down. 

It was at a Harvest Home service in 
Kylestown Mission Hall in October 
1952, when challenged at the door as I 
left the meeting, that I broke down and 
cried on to the Lord for forgiveness. I 
came back to Him that night, as I was 
pointed to the verse in John 6 v 37.  “All 
that the Father giveth me shall come 
to me; and him that cometh to me I 
will in no wise cast out.”

While I worked in Scotland, I met my 
future wife, Jean, and we were married 
in the Salvation Army, Glasgow in 1958. 

When our family came along, we decided 
to return to Northern Ireland and set up 
home here. We had five children and 
now have 13 grandchildren. I eventually 
began work with the Electric service and 
stayed with them until my retirement in 
1994. We attended the Salvation Army 
for some years, but I knew of Pastor 
Paisley’s ministry on Waveney Road, 
and always felt an inclination towards 
going there. In 1970, when there was 
controversy over the World Council of 
Churches, I decided to start attending 
Ballymena Free Presbyterian Church 
and have attended since. 

I am now in my 86th year, and as you 
grow older, you tend to reflect over 
your life. I think of how the Lord saved 
me, preserved my life, and brought me 
through trials and difficulties.  I think of 
those I knew and worked with, especially 
in my days in the RUR and UDR, those 
colleagues who were taken away in an 
instant, and I simply ask the question
‘Where will you spend eternity’? 

As a congregation we extend our 
sympathy to our elder Mr John 
McDowell on the passing of his dear 

wife Ruby on 30th August 2020

sympathy


