
Sun 23rd June  - Children’s Day  
Sun 30th June  - Open Sunday School 
Mon 1st - Fri 5th July  - Church Bible Club
Sat 13th July - Glenarm Games Outreach 
Mon 5th - Fri 9th Aug - North Centre Bible Club  

a word from our minister

final mums and tots 
The final meeting of Mums and Tots for this season was held on Friday 7th June. The children were presented with 
their attendance certificates for the past year. Special thanks to the whole team who work hard to make the monthly get 
together a blessing to the little ones and their families. 

If you have already glanced at the inside 
pages of this edition, you will perhaps 
have noticed the photograph of Miss 
Dennison, taken on her 102nd birthday 
on May 20th. 

My wife and I had the privilege of visiting 
her, to bring to her the greetings of the 
congregation. Miss Dennison still enjoys 
reasonable health and has a remarkably 
clear perception of things for someone 
her age. She often tells me that she still 
does not need glasses! That gives you 
some idea of the life-time of health with 
which the Lord has blessed her. It is a 
blessing to visit with her and hear her 
testimony of the Lord’s goodness to her 
and His presence with her.

It’s true that over the passage of time 
there will be few such photos in a church 
publication. To become a centenarian, 
as Miss Dennison did two years ago, 
is rare. In 2012, the United Nations 
estimated that in the world then there 
were 316,600 living centenarians. In 
one sense that’s quite a large number 
of people. However, compared with the 
present world population it is exceedingly 
small. As of this month, June 2019, the 
current estimated population of the 
human race is 7.7 billion people. With 
such statistics before us, becoming a 
centenarian is a very, very rare event. 

The lesson is clear – none of us should 
presume upon life, for death is at work 

in each of us. Yes – for the Christian 
there is the gospel promise of ultimate 
victory over death through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. In this we rejoice, thankful 
for the One who tasted death for us but 
rose again to give us the guarantee of 
glory. However, knowing our mortality, 
let us take to heart the Saviour’s words 
in John 9:4 – “I must work the works 
of him that sent me, while it is day: the 
night cometh, when no man can work.” 
Believer – whatever your hand finds to 
do for the Lord, do it with all your might! 
Sinner – your appointment with death is 
fixed, though unknown to you. It is time 
to seek the Lord. Hesitate no more but 
flee to the Saviour at once, and He will 
give you eternal life.
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liberia update
It was encouraging to return to Liberia 
after eight months away and find a lot 
of new faces in the Paynesville church, 
most of whom had come in through 
our radio station. We constantly hear 
reports of how people are being blessed 
through the station. One listener came 
into the bookstore a few weeks ago 
when I was working there. He is the 
pastor of a small independent church in 
the suburbs of Monrovia, and he says 
that he listens to our station constantly 
and encourages his congregation to 
do so also. He said he tells them, ‘If 
you want confirmation of the kind of 
messages you hear in this church, just 
listen to that station.’ He said the things 
he likes about 92.5 FM are that we are 
‘very consistent, and conservative . . . 
and do not deviate from the Bible’. 

We had a moment of panic recently when 
a letter from Liberia Telecommunications 
Authority (LTA) was delivered to the 
radio station, ordering us to stop 
broadcasting immediately! When we 
investigated, we discovered it was 
a mix up and that our use of 92.5 FM 
had actually been finalized – something 
we’ve been praying for since the station 
started on test status. LTA has now billed 
us for 2017, 2018, and 2019, and once 
we paid the bills, they officially granted 
us a license for the frequency. 

Please pray for the team from the 
Northern Ireland FPC Youth Council 
who will be coming to help with VBS, 
which is scheduled from July 29-Aug 

2. We have been able to rent a nearby 
school to hold the VBS, which means 
that we can divide the children into two 
groups for teaching. This is an answer to 
prayer! Two of the eight team members 
are arriving early to get more experience 

on the mission field: Jonathan Storey (a 
first-year student at the Whitefield Bible 
College) on 19th June and Elizabeth 
Edwards (from Lisburn FPC) on 28th 
June. Please pray for safety for them as 
they travel, and for the rest of the team 
who will arrive on 22nd July. 

At Mr. DiCanio’s suggestion, the 
North American mission board found 
a temporary solution to the need for a 
second vehicle and purchased a Honda 
XR150L motorcycle for his use. Although 

riding it can be a challenge during the 
rainy season, it is saving him a lot of 
time and means that the missionaries 
can go in separate directions when 
necessary for their work.

Please pray regarding the political 
and economic situation in Liberia. 
An element of the population has 
become increasingly dissatisfied with 
the new Liberian president and his 
administration. The exchange rate 
has been steadily rising—nearly one 
Liberian dollar per day against the 
United States dollar, and as a result, the 
price of basic commodities has risen 
sharply. 

As I write, numerous groups are 
engaging in the second day of a protest 
in Monrovia. So far, it has been a 
peaceful protest. Because of a fear of 
violence and of a return to civil war, 
senior members of the United Nations 
and the African Union have been in town 
attempting to bring the parties together 
for talks. 

Our missionary in Liberia, Joanne Greer, lets us 
know what has been happening in Monrovia, 
since her return earlier this year. 

Three proud sisters - Annie, 
Grace and Emily with their 
new baby sister Heidi, born 
8th June to Neil and Kathryn 
McClintock.
 

A group of willing volunteers who worked to 
prepare the childrens packs for the Ballymena 
Show outreach on Saturday 15th June.

SHOW OUTREACH



feedback
EMAIL 1

We include emails sent to Rev Greer, by 
those who watch and listen to our services on 
the internet and local radio

Mr. Greer, I felt that I had to convey my thanks to you for 
the great blessing that I have received from watching the 
services at Ballymena last Lord’s Day, 30th September. 
I have just listened again to the morning message on 1 
Thessalonians;3: 1 -5, a very real blessing to my soul. 
Thank you so much. I am a member at Salop Chapel, 
Liverpool but am unable to get out to the meetings at 
the moment due to family illness. These messages have 
really done me a power of good. May the LORD continue 
to bless you all at Ballymena. Numbers; 6: 24 -26.

EMAIL 2

CHURCH   BARBEQUE

Dear Pastor Greer and brothers in Christ, I wanted to 
express my thanks for sending over the DVD messages 
from your 2014 Bible Conference with Pastor John 
Wagner. The Lord has used your ministry in a profound 
way over the years to help shape and influence my 
thinking. We mention your name often unto the Lord in 
prayer before the Throne of Grace and simply want to 
be an encouragement in your effort to set forth the Word. 
Thanks, from Tacoma Washington,

As we come to the end of another season of Ladies Fellowship, 
we can give thanks to God for times of blessing and 
fellowship among our ladies. It has been encouraging to see 
a consistent number of around 120-130 in attendance month 
by month with a steady flow of visitors from other churches. 

Our last meeting in May was entitled “Testimonies through 
the decades”, and different ladies were asked to give a 
short word of testimony aged in their ‘20s right up to their 
‘80s. Each selected a friend to pray beforehand. Special 
thanks to those pictured who were so willing to take part.

LADIES FELLOWSHIP

The sun came out for the Church barbeque on Friday 
24th May. A record number of our congregation 

attended a very enjoyable evening.



The McKeown family have attended the church 
since 2000 and James has been an elder in our congregation since 2013.MY TESTIMONY

CALENDAR

CONTACTS

james mckeown

I am very thankful, that in the 
providence of God, my sister and I had 
the immeasurable privilege of being 
born into a godly home. Our parents 
were saved and sought to bring us up in 
the fear of the Lord. My earliest spiritual 
memory was at the age of six. My father 
ran meetings in Sherry Orange Hall 
and at this time there was a mission 
being conducted by the Faith Mission. 
It was a Sunday morning and I clearly 
remember speaking to my father and 
sharing with him my desire to be saved. 
That Sunday afternoon one of the 
Pilgrims counselled me for salvation in 
my home.

After primary school, I attended 
Ballymena Boys High School.  A 
Presbyterian Minister came in on a 
Friday morning to take, I presume, RE. 
He wanted to know how many in the 
class were Christians so privately we 
had to write down on a piece of paper 
- yes or no. I remember with great fear, 
my answer was yes. The following 
Friday morning he would share with our 
class the results. I was purposely late 
into class the following Friday and the 
result had already been read out - there 
was only one Christian and no one 
seemed to know who that could be! I 
share this to illustrate the point that to 
my shame and loss, I was not taking a 
stand and bearing witness for the Lord.

At the age of sixteen, in July 1976, I 
started my apprenticeship with Wrights 
Coachworks. The following April my 
mother suffered a heart attack and 
died within a few hours of admission 
to the Waveney Hospital. This was a 
great blow to my father, sister and I 
and for the next few years I struggled 
spiritually. During this time my sister 

left home to go into training in the Faith 
Mission Bible College. I remember this 
challenged me as to my stand before 
God. 

One day as I was driving in my car alone, 
the words of Proverbs 14: 13 came into 
my mind with tremendous force - “even 
in laughter the heart is sorrowful…” I do 
not recall learning this verse or reading 
it at any other time, but at that moment 
I felt I was weighed in the balances of 
God and found wanting.  How this verse 
summed me up, all good on the outside 
but in sorrow of heart on the inside. 

Around that time I met Liz and we had 
much in common, though I knew Liz 
was in a much better place spiritually 

than I was. A 
friend at work 
invited me to 
a mission in 
the Town Hall 
c o n d u c t e d 
by the late 
Rev Sam 
W o r k m a n , 
and I went on 
1st February 
1981, the 

closing night. I don’t remember his text 
or message but I knew the conviction 
of the Lord. As the meeting ended I 
made my way out, but had to go back 
in and climb those stairs and get the 
matter settled. As I entered the inquiry 
room, Rev Workman was sitting with 
his open Bible on his knee. I remember 
getting down upon my knees broken 
before God, fed up and tired of James 
McKeown. I called upon God for mercy. 

Whatever my need was that night the 
blood of Jesus Christ met that need, 

and I knew I was born again. Prayer 
had been answered in our home, as I 
told my dad all that the Lord had done. 
The next morning the Lord gave me 
grace to confess to my work colleagues 
how the Lord had saved me.
 
About two and a half years later I set 
up my own business, which continues 
to this day.  Liz and I married in August 
1987 and the Lord blessed us with six 
children, three boys and three girls. In 
the workshop there were two radios 
that played pop music all day long. 
I knew this was wrong - how could I 
correct my children when I was not 
willing to be corrected myself. In May 
1995, I was reading in Ruth 3: 18… part 
‘b’ went through me like an arrow…” for 
the man will not be in rest, until he have 
finished the thing this day”. 
I tell you I knew full well what the ‘thing’ 
was - it was the music! God gave me the 
grace that day to unplug those radios 
for good and for ever. Let me take this 
opportunity to say to our young people 
- do not listen to the world’s music, in 
whatever guise or form it comes. It is a 
tool in the hand of Satan and is geared 
to lead you into sin and harden your 
heart from the pure things of God. 

In December 2000 the Lord clearly led 
us as a family to this church. It was here 
under the consistent faithful ministry 
of the Rev John Greer that I began to 
understand God’s word in a deeper and 
fuller way. In 2010, I was elected onto 
the Church Committee and 2013, onto 
the Kirk Session.

Philippians 1: 6 “Being confident of this 
very thing, that he which hath begun a 
good work in you will perform it until the 
day of Jesus Christ.”

Website – www.ballymenafpc.org 
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Sun 30th June  - Open Sunday School 
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Mon 5th - Fri 9th Aug - North Centre Bible Club  

April 2019 May 2019
Average weekly offering
Home & Foreign Missions
Building Fund
UK Fund
Joyce Walsh
Missionary Gift
Joanne Greer
Cherith Brown
Uganda - Youth Fellowship
Colin Maxwell
Angel Alvarez
LTBS

£ 5775
£ 2800
£   896
£     90
£ 1021
£   740
£   150
£   100
£     60
£     50
£     50
£     50

Average weekly offering
Home & Foreign Missions
Building Fund
UK Fund
Whitefield College
Christian Institute - Ladies 
Andrew Stewart -S School
Joanne Greer
LTBS

£ 5725
£ 2522
£   828
£     79
£ 1488
£ 1180
£   202
£   200
£     50


