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A new chapter begins for the Ballymena congregation, with 
the ordination of Rev Andrew Stewart as Associate minister.

As you are aware, my wife and I had 
the joy of visiting our dear daughter 
Joanne during the first three weeks of 
January. We found Auntie Jo (as she’s 
affectionately known by her nephews 
and nieces) in good spirits and in good 
health. We also found her in a very busy 
mode, due to the Rev. DiCanio’s time in 
the United States on a well-earned visit 
to see his parents. His absence meant 
that much responsibility rested on 
Joanne, so we felt it was a good time to 
visit her and do what we could to help.

The Free Presbyterian Mission in 
Liberia is centred close to Monrovia, the 
nation’s capital and largest city. The city 
area is home to about 30% of the entire 
population of the country, meaning that 
the Mission is strategically located in 
order to reach souls with the message 
of Christ. In recent years the potential 
to achieve that goal has been richly 

enhanced through the establishment 
of the Mission’s own radio station. The 
radio station, transmitter and tower are 
all placed within the Mission Compound 
in an area known as Dwazon – about 
25 miles from the city centre. From that 
base the glorious gospel goes out 24/7. 
This is a tremendous development 
with various forms of response. Many 
visit the FPC Christian Book Store in 
Paynesville, a satellite town close to 
Monrovia. Almost every Lord’s Day 
the FPC Mission Church, also located 
in Paynesville, welcomes visitors. As 
time has gone by since the launch of 
the station, various folk have come 
and have made the church their own 
spiritual home.
 
I had the privilege of preaching during 
the three Sundays we were with 
Joanne, both in the Adult Bible Class 
and the morning worship service. It 

was a great blessing to minister to folk 
with a hunger for God’s Word. I clearly 
sensed that the Lord is doing a work, 
and I believe that there are good days 
ahead for the FPC Mission in Liberia. 
Please continue to pray for the work 
and the workers. It is by His Spirit that 
Christ builds His Church, wherever it 
might be. Lift up your cries to the Lord 
of the harvest for a gracious awakening 
among those who are being reached 
for Christ in Liberia.



Friday 24th January was an historic night for our 
congregation and its preaching and pastoral ministry. 
This special evening was the culmination of a number of 
years of prayer, thought and action on the part of Minister, 
Session and congregation to find God’s man for the future 
of His work. The Rev Greer had made it clear that his 
retirement date was getting closer, and so he and the 
Session set themselves to pray for unity and the Lord’s 
leading among themselves and the membership of the 
congregation. 

Mr. Andrew Stewart was placed as an assistant in his final 
year of college, and the Lord began to work in the hearts 
of many, seeing this young man as a future minister and 
pastor. This led to a recommendation from the Session 
to the congregation in early October 2019, followed by 
a members’ meeting on December 3rd, convened to 
issue a call. The communicant members voted by a large 
majority to call Mr. Stewart and, following ratification by 
Presbytery, he accepted the call to be associate minister 
of the church, alongside Rev. Greer as senior minister.   

Congratulations to Matthew and 
Rachel Bowden on the birth of their 
first baby, Harry James, born 21.01.20.

A report on the various steps which led  to an historic 
night on Friday 24th January 2020 for the Ballymena 

congregation.
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ordination service

Little Abram Houston Mitchell with his big 
sister Eden and brother Isaiah. Abram 
was born 08.02.20 to Richard and Rachel 
Mitchell.



The Lord’s house was filled to capacity, including 
family and many friends from his home congregation in 
Magherafelt, for Rev. Stewart’s ordination and installation. 
Rev. Greer presided over the service, Rev. James Beggs, 
minister emeritus, asked the prescribed questions and 
Rev. Gordon Dane, Moderator of Presbytery, brought the 
charge to the minister and congregation. Also taking part 
were Mr. Stewart’s former minister in Magherafelt, Rev. 
William McCrea; the present minister of Magherafelt, Rev. 
Ryan McKee; his brother Rev. David Stewart, minister 
of Portglenone FPC; and his brother-in-law, Rev. Roger 
Higginson, minister in Coleraine FPC. Following a word 
of testimony from Rev. Stewart, the Clerk of Session, Mr. 
James McCosh welcomed Rev. Stewart and his family 
and presentations were then made to Rev. Stewart, his 
wife Alana and their two young sons, Daniel and Nathan. 
There was a happy and warm atmosphere as refreshments 
were served in the complex to the large congregation. We 
are thankful to God for His clear and definite leading in 
this matter and look forward to being workers together 
with Rev. Stewart and Rev. Greer in days to come.

What does the suffering our Lord bore 
on the cross mean to us?

How does it affect our daily lives?

These where some of the big questions 
that were put to us at this year’s 
Youth Challenge Week. We had Rev. 
Paul Foster along to take a series of 
meetings on ‘The Sufferings of Christ’. 
His messages both challenged and 
blessed all who attended. We ask that 

you continue to pray for the youth work 
as it continues  throughout the year  
that we will see blessings coming from 

a fantastic week filled with learning, 
fellowship and joy.

youth challenge week
Emily Nicholl reports on the week of Youth 
Challenge meetings with Rev. Paul Foster.



Rev Stewart and his wfie Alana tell of how the Lord has saved them and led 
them to this point in their lives.MY TESTIMONY

CALENDAR

Rev. Stewart

I want to thank the Lord for the mercy 
and grace that He has bestowed upon 
me.  I was born into a Christian home, 
and one of my earliest memories was  
of making a false profession.  There 
was no evidence of the new birth in my 
life.  In my later teenage years, what 
was in my heart began to manifest itself 
more and more.  I walked according 
to the course of this world and began 
to fulfil the desires of the flesh and of 
the mind. I had much Bible knowledge 
and many gospel privileges, yet I was a 
child of wrath even as others. 

A testimony of God’s saving grace will 
not boast in past sin for it brings grief, 
sorrow and shame to think of how I lived 
and the offence that my sin was to God.  
The Lord in His great love strove with 
my soul and many times spoke to me, 
yet I often rejected His call.  That was 
until June 2006, when the Lord brought 
me under powerful conviction.  I was 
brought to the point where I understood 
that Hell was what I deserved and that 
my only hope was to cast myself on the 
mercy of God.  From the very depths 
of my soul, I called out to the Saviour, 

and He saved my soul.  The words of 
Isaiah 43:1 were used very particularly 
that Monday night. 

Early in my Christian life, the Lord spoke 
to me about full time service through 
the words, “the Lord hath need of him.” 
But I needed to grow as a Christian 
and serve in my home congregation.  
About seven years later, I was called 
to Bible College through the words of 
Luke 9:60.  The Lord has opened up 
a door of service in Ballymena guiding 
me by Genesis 26:2-3.  He has blessed 
me with a godly wife, Alana, and two 
wonderful boys, Daniel and Nathan.  I 
would encourage all believers to follow 
His leading, “For this God is our God 
for ever and ever: He will be our guide 
even unto death.” 

Mrs. Stewart

I was born into a home where my Dad 
was a believer, and he took my brother 
and I to Sunday School, Children’s 
Meeting and Church at Calvary FPC 
each week. I put my trust in Christ as 
a child, as did my brother and later my 
Mum got saved too. I carelessly grew 
cold in my walk with God when I went to 
secondary school. I simply didn’t read 

my Bible and pray regularly, and before 
I knew it my attitude and language had 
changed so much. I walked far from 
God, but was often troubled about my 
relationship with Him. God in His grace 
brought me back to Himself at the age 
of 16 after the sudden death of my mum 
,and I have enjoyed sweet fellowship 
again with Him since. God is good and 
gives abundant grace for every trial He 
sends our way.

After Mum’s death, my outlook on life 
drastically changed. I was at the age of 
making big decisions for the future, but 
I was now walking with God and wanted 
to be in the path and job He wanted for 
me. I took a year out from school and 
started to study Child Care. I threw 
myself into the various works of my 
home congregation and loved serving 
the Lord there. He opened the door for 
me to work as a nanny, and after two 
years with a family, He called me into 
Bible College. 

God’s personal guidance is a wonderful 
thing, and I have never felt as close to 
Him as I did during that time of leading. 
To hear God’s voice and to have His 
peace about what you’re doing, is 
something to be treasured. 

On the night I graduated from college, 
Andrew commenced the Theological 
Course. We married a few months 
later, and I can say God has blessed 
me with a husband who loves the Lord 
and loves to serve Him. God has given 
us two healthy and happy boys and we 
are so thankful to have known the clear 
guidance of God again in leading us to 
Ballymena.

 
• Mon 24th Feb – Ladies Fellowship -    

Mrs Chrismar Baxter.

• Tue 25th - Fri 28th Feb – Week of Prayer

• Tue 10th Mar - Annual General Meeting-   
Rev J Armstrong.

• Tue 17th Mar  – Deputation Meeting - 
Rev M Patterson, Kenya.

• Tue 7th Apr  – Deputation Meeting -    
Rev A Alvarez, Spain.

December 2019 January 2020
Average weekly offering
Home & Foreign Missions
Building Fund
UK Fund
UK Fund Parkmount F’ship
Glenn Hamilton 
Mr Leith - in lieu of flowers
Nepal Orphanage
Joanne Greer
Rev S Miller
Cherith Brown
Liberia
Consider Christ
Colin Maxwell
Angel Alvarez
LTBS

£ 5215
£ 2902
£   620
£     81
£   340
£ 2523
£   500
£ 1500
£   250
£   200
£   150
£   100
£   100
£     50
£     50
£     50

Average weekly offering
Home & Foreign Missions
Building Fund
UK Fund
Spain Church Project
LTBS Magazine & offering
Kenya
Colin Maxwell
Angel Alvarez
Nepal
Rev K Graham
Missionary Boxes

£ 5595
£ 3716
£   678
£     78
£ 1500
£ 1649
£   200
£     50
£     50
£     10
£     30
£     64


