
Paul writes in Ephesians 1:11 of “…the 
purpose of him who worketh all things 
after the counsel of his own will.” While 
those words are specifically written with 
regard to the spiritual and eternal well-
being of the Lord’s people, they express 
a principle that is true for the entire 
realm of God’s Kingdom; namely, that 
all is under His sovereign control. This 
control encompasses the changes that 
inevitably come in the Lord’s work. As 
change emerges it is the Lord working 

out His foreordained and 
sovereign purpose in the 
life of His work and in the 
lives of His people. 

Recently, we celebrated 
the 40th Anniversary of 
the opening of our church 
meeting house. Many 
changes of wide variety 
have occurred since 1st 
September 1979 when the 
building was opened, but 
all were within the Lord’s 
will. As a congregation we 
rejoice that through those 
forty years the Lord’s work 
has continued steadily. 

It was a great joy to have the Rev. James 
Beggs, our Minister Emeritus, to share 
with us at the anniversary services. 
He was God’s instrument in seeing the 
building erected and the cause of Christ 
housed and established within its walls 
over subsequent years. We are glad 
that Rev. Beggs and his wife continue to 
enjoy such good health and are able to 
be with us on various occasions.

Recently, Mr. James McAllister retired 
as the church’s Visitation Worker 
after service that stretched 
back over seventeen years. 
A special meeting to mark the 
McAllisters’ retirement took place 
on Tuesday evening the 10th 
of September. Tribute was paid 
to Mr. McAllister’s faithful and 
diligent labours; and he and his 
wife were presented with gifts 
of appreciation as well as a love 
offering from the Lord’s people. 

James and Dorothy are re-
locating back to their home town 
of Coleraine. As a church family 
we will miss them, but we pray 
that the Lord will give them a long 
and happy retirement.  

a word from our minister
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1st September 1979 - the architect, Mr. Sam 
Dennis, along with Rev. R.J. Beggs, look on as  

Dr. Ian Paisley opens the door to the new building.

Mrs Gladys Gourley began her 
piano ministry at the opening of the 
Ballymena church. It was wonderful 
to have her play the piano again at 

the 40th Anniversary services.
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childrens work
Once again I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank everyone who 
helped out during the summer months, 
with all the different outreaches and 
Bible clubs. We are thankful to the Lord 
for His Hand upon the work, and we 
give Him all the glory for the great things 
He has done. 

One of our new ventures was going 
into Ballykeel 2 and holding a children’s 
open air on the green beside the park. 
This worked really well with children 
just gathering around and sitting on 
the grass. We plan to hold more of 
these meeting next year DV, so please 
continue to pray for this aspect of the 

work along with our 
Bible clubs. We made 
contact with many new 
children this year, and 
we are thankful that 
they have started to 
attend the Friday night 
meeting. 

Please remember 
the schools ministry 
particularly that God 
would open doors in 
our local schools, as 
this is a great way to 

present the gospel to both children and 
staff who listen on. We are thankful for 
the open door in the junior assembly 
of Ballykeel primary school, and this 
season we have also been asked to 
take some senior assemblies. Please 
continue to pray for the work as a whole, 
that many boys and girls will put their 
trust in the Lord and many Josiahs will 
be raised up in our own town.

Philip McClintock reports on the 
summer work among the children and 
the schools ministry.  

Children who answered all 129 questions in the 
Child’s Catechism. L to R; – Lukas Gordon, Abbie 
Manson, Caleb Hanna (including doctrine), Annie 
McClintock, Leah Greer, Lewis Greer. 

The Robert Orr Challenge Cup was 
awarded to Chloe Cotton for answering all 
107 questions of the Shorter Catechism.

Winner of the Boy’s Junior Bible Class Cup 
was David McKeown while Chloe Logan 
was the winner of the Girl’s Bible Class 
Cup.

youth away day
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On the 24th May 2019, a team of eight, 
including myself, Emma Wilkinson and 
Jerusha Greer travelled to Romania 
for five days. The trip was led by Philip 
Hartin who is the full-time children’s 
worker for the Martyrs Memorial Free 
Presbyterian Church. The aim of our 
trip was to visit both local schools and 
Deborah House to conduct workshops 
on current issues which are very 
common in countries like Romania, 
such as human trafficking, cyber 
bullying and body image. While putting 
these topics across to the teenagers, 
we had a great opportunity to present 
them with the gospel and what the 
Bible has to say about these matters.

On the Sunday we attended Bethany 
church when we took part in the  service. 
It was a real blessing to attend and 
join in their worship. As a team, every 
morning and evening, we had a time 

of devotion and prayer 
which was a blessing 
and encouragement 
to my soul and a time 
which the team looked 
forward to.  It says in 
Hebrews 4:16 “Let 
us therefore come 
boldly unto the throne 
of grace that we may 
obtain mercy, and find 
grace to help in time of 
need.” 

This was my first  mission trip, I did not 
know what to expect before heading 
out, but I can truly say I was blessed by 
this experience. Seeing first-hand the 
work in Romania has made me realise 
there are many needs in the churches, 
Deborah house and among the young 
people in the local schools. I thank God 
for helping me to deliver some of the 

talks to the young people, as they 
were challenging issues, but most 
importantly it was a blessing to be able 
to present the gospel to them. 

Galatians 6:9 “And let us not be weary 
in well-doing: for in due season we 
shall reap if we faint not.” 

Timothy and Emma Gregg with 
their new little daughter, Sophie 
June, born on 27th August 
weighing 8lb 10 oz. 

George James Hamilton  with his big 
sister, Holly. George was born on 21st 
September, weighing 9lb 12oz.

In August this year, I had my first 
real experience of children’s work.  I 
was one of five young people who 
helped out at the Holiday Bible 
Club held in Limavady. Our 
schedule was quite busy as 
we had 3 meetings each day. 
The team was responsible for 
the two open-air meetings held 
in the afternoon, while Miss 
Joyce Walsh conducted the 
meetings held in the church. 
It was a privilege to work with 
Miss Walsh and to learn from 
her. Though we encountered 

some opposition in the open air, 
the Lord overruled and children 
came and heard the gospel. What a 
mighty God we serve!

COLLEGE STUDENTS

Glenn hopes to complete the four year  
ministerial course at the Whitefield 

College of the Bible. He is  pictured at the 
Graduation and Commencement Service 

with Rev. Greer and Rev .Beggs.

Anna Houston tells of her first mission trip to the 
land of Romania, along with a team of eight from 
Northern Ireland.

CHERITH BROWN

Cherith Brown is now into her second year of study, while 
Glenn Hamilton has just started at Bible College.

John and Ruby McDowell celebrate 
their 70th Wedding Anniversary in 

Braefield Nursing Home.A
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• Friday 1st November - Youth Fellowship 
      - Craig Dennison from TBS 

• Tuesday 12th November 
       - Colin Maxwell Deputation

Steven and Elle,  two young people brought up in our church,  share their 
testimonies of how God has worked in their lives.MY TESTIMONY

steven clarke

CALENDAR

I count myself 
blessed to have 
been brought up 
in a loving family 
and to have 
been faithfully 
sent to church, 
Sunday school 
and children’s 

meetings. The Lord saved me at the 
age of around four or five, and although 
I cannot remember the date or specific 
details, I know that the Lord forgave my 
sins and gave me a new heart with new 
desires. 

I grew up in a primary school with a 
strong Christian ethos, and I thankfully 
did not face any major challenges there. 
Despite this, I remember struggling with 
a lack of assurance in my salvation. 
I received comfort when Mr Greer 
preached on “Christ as our Surety” in 

Youth Fellowship. He spoke on the 
verse “For I know whom I have believed 
and am persuaded that he is able to 
keep that which I’ve committed unto 
him against that day.” It was the words 
“whom I believed” that really stuck 
with me, as I was reminded that I was 
not to trust in a date or memory of my 
conversion, but on the  “whom” , Jesus 
Christ,  for the forgiveness of my sins. 

After primary school, I attended 
Ballymena Academy. This year I 
completed my A levels and have just 
commenced studying medicine at 
Queens University. It has been such a 
blessing and comfort to look back and 
see how God has guided my footsteps 
and paths throughout all of school and 
especially in the last few years. By 
nature, I would be an apprehensive 
person and would tend to struggle with 
anxiety and fear, especially with regards 

to my studies. Throughout the last four 
years, God has taught me many lessons 
that have enabled me to cope better, 
but ultimately I have been reminded to 
‘be still’, as my God is greater than any 
mountain that I will face. 

The Lord has brought many verses 
of encouragement to my attention, 
but in particular the verse “Cast thy 
burden upon the Lord and he shall 
sustain thee...” Psalm 55v22. My daily 
devotional spoke of how Christians are 
fearful and worried when they are trying 
to carry their own burdens. In doing this, 
they disobey God’s commandment to 
leave it all in His everlasting arms, and 
let Him take control. Although I fail to 
remember this regularly, I have seen 
God’s sovereign Hand in my life, and I 
want to give Him all the glory for helping 
me to conquer every mountain that has 
been placed in front of me.

elle mcauley

August 2019 September 2019
Average weekly offering
Home & Foreign Missions
Building Fund
UK Fund
Colin Maxwell
Angel Alvarez
Cherith Brown
Noel Shields
Andrew Foster
LTBS
Joanne Greer

£ 5622
£ 2397
£   541
£   148
£   100
£   100
£   100
£     90
£     50
£   100
£     50

Average weekly offering
Home & Foreign Missions
Building Fund
UK Fund
Rev K Graham
James McAlister
Cherith Brown
Joanne Greer
Glenn Hamilton
LTBS
Noel Shields
Angel Alvarez

£ 5609
£ 2952
£   840
£     97
£ 2238
£ 2105
£   100
£   100
£   100
£     50
£     50
£     50

Jeremiah 29v11 
– For I know the 
thoughts that I 
think towards 
you, saith the 
Lord, thoughts of 
peace, and not of 
evil, to give you 
an expected end. 

I had the privilege of being born into a 
Christian home with godly parents who 
loved the Lord. Although from a young 
age, I knew my need of salvation, I still 
went through primary school without 
considering the true importance of 
being saved. 

This condition continued until one 
Sunday night in January 2010, when Mr 
Greer was preaching. I can’t remember 
exactly what he preached, but I 

remember sitting on my seat, terrified 
about my soul being lost if I died without 
repenting of my sins. I tried to put this 
thought to the back of my mind and 
ignore it, but I couldn’t stop worrying. 
That night I told my parents about these 
thoughts and they read me Acts 4v12 
and Acts 16v31, telling me what I had to 
do to be saved. That night I asked Jesus 
to forgive me at the age of ten.

After primary school, I went to 
Ballymena Academy where I was 
blessed with godly friends. Everything 
was going well until, after two years of 
school, my life was changed when I was 
diagnosed with type 1 diabetes. I really 
struggled with this news, as it was life 
changing, and I was asking God why?  
I found comfort in Jeremiah 29v11 
which showed me God’s sovereignty, 
and gave me the reassurance that He 

knows, and is in control of all things. 
Unfortunately, later on in life, I started 
to backslide, and I have regrets that 
I didn’t do more for Christ at school. I 
would encourage all young Christians 
to do their utmost for the Lord, while 
they are still young. I’m thankful to say 
that the Lord restored me. At the Youth 
Challenge week this year, Mr Laverty 
pointed me to Philippians 3v13 which 
showed me God forgives past sins and 
encouraged me to do more for the Lord 
to strengthen my faith.

I’m currently at Queens University 
studying Business and IT.  I pray that 
God will continue to help and guide me 
as He has done throughout my life. I’m 
so thankful for everything God has done 
for me and that I have a testimony to 
share. Deuteronomy 7v9.

Website – www.ballymenafpc.org 
email – cornerstone@ballymenafpc.org
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