
a word from our minister
Our Gospel Mission has come and gone, 
but the memories of it will remain fixed 
in our minds for a long time. Frequently, 
since the meetings ended, I have heard 
many of the Lord’s people say in prayer 
something like this – “…Lord I could 
never have believed that I would ever 
have seen him (or her) in a gospel 
meeting.” Such a comment is a powerful 
tribute to the pattern that emerged early 
on and continued throughout the three 
weeks of the mission – the steady flow 
of unconverted people who attended.
 
In reflecting on the meetings, I sincerely 
believe that the Lord gave us a glimpse 
of His drawing power as experienced 
in the hearts of sinners. In Scripture, 
the Lord speaks of the exercise of that 
power of the Spirit in drawing sinners 
under His Word. Consequently, no 
other explanation could be given with 
respect to the numbers of people from 

far and near who came to hear the Word 
proclaimed by His servant, the Rev. 
Thomas Martin. It thrilled our souls. It 
caused us to rejoice. It had us stand 
back and say “…this is the Lord’s doing, 
and it is marvellous in our eyes.” 

However, the experience and the memory 
of God’s drawing power fuel prayer and 
surely would have us cry to the Lord to 
move again in an even greater fashion. 
This is the burden I feel, although I 
hasten to confess, not as strongly as I 
should. However, I pray that the burden 
will increase and that you will feel it too. 
While a special gospel effort provides 
fresh opportunity to get the unconverted 
into God’s house, let us nonetheless 
strive to encourage the unconverted to 
attend our Sunday evening evangelistic 
meetings. In addition, with renewed 
vigour, bathe all in prayer. The Lord 
who drew so many into the mission and 

wrought in a number of hearts is able to 
do the same again repeatedly. Give Him 
no rest! Cry mightily to Him for fresh and 
constant movements of His Spirit, and 
He will hear us and visit the hearts of 
many.
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The group of young people who attended the youth weekend in Portadown. 
Read more overleaf.



When it was made known that we would be having a gospel 
mission at our church, we immediately felt a burden to 
broadcast the gospel preaching as far afield as possible by 
recording and live webcasting all of the mission services. 
Prior to the mission, the audio-visual capabilities of the church 
hall were enhanced so that we were able to live-stream our 
meetings from that location with ease. Introduction videos 
with Rev Martin were posted on our Facebook page and 
shared with the result that thousands of people online got a 
digital invitation.

From the commencement, services were streamed live on 
Sermonaudio.com, our website (www.ballymenafpc.org), and 
on our Facebook site (@ballymenafpc). We also recorded 
video and audio files so that they could be made available on 
demand online.

We believe that the Lord 
really blessed the use 
of the internet during the 
mission. Every night, 
hundreds of people 
watched live online, with 
thousands more viewing 
all the posted content 
afterwards. We had people 
from over forty countries 
tuning in live to the 
broadcasts or on-demand 
after the services, with 
many posting comments 
testifying to the presence 
of the Lord felt during the 
preaching. 

The mission is now over, but the work still goes on. The 
demand for recordings of the mission has really been 
unprecedented, with hundreds of CD & DVD sets being 
ordered and distributed to our congregation and further afield.  
 
We would like to place on record our appreciation of the 
dedicated effort from our recording and media team. From the 

beginning, the entire team really pitched in and worked 
together to make all of this possible. Special thanks to Kathryn 
Hamilton for creating the invitation videos, to John Nicholl for 
all the many hours spent in printing and duplication of CDs 
and DVDs, and to Glenn for managing our social media. 
Finally, we say thank you to our congregation for continuing 
to partner with us in this ministry. Whether it is passing out 
CDs and DVDs locally to friends and family, or with a simple 
‘like and share’ online, you can help publish the Gospel news 
to a potentially limitless audience across Ballymena and the 
entire world. To God be the glory!

the media ministry
Joseph Greer reports on the work of the media 
team during the time of the Gospel Mission.

THE FREE PRESBYTERIAN PRISON MINISTRY

Since there was huge interest shown in the testimony of 
Rev Martin during the gospel mission,  it seems appropriate 
to remind our congregation of the ongoing work of our 
denomination within the prison system. This work started 
many years ago in the 1960’s and continues today, under 

three prison chaplains, assisted from time to time by other 
ministers. In Magheraberry, a category A prison, Rev John 
Morrow conducts two Sunday services and a Monday 
morning gospel service. In Magilligan, Rev Wesley McDowell 
holds regular services, and in Hydebank College, Rev Alan 
Smylie works with young offenders. Christian literature is 
made available to prisoners and ‘one to one’ pastoral visits 
undertaken if requested. Recently, Rev Morrow has been 
greatly encouraged by the salvation of a long term prisoner, 
who is showing signs of good spiritual growth.

Please pray for these men who faithfully carry out this 
ministry, often unseen, week in and week out. Pray that 
hardened hearts will be receptive to the gospel and lives will 
be transformed. 

Romans 5 v 20 “But where sin abounded, grace did much 
more abound:”



SENIOR CITIZEN’S DINNER

youth weekend
This year’s Youth Weekend featured 
ants, locusts, conies, and even 
spiders! Don’t be alarmed - we 
didn’t have an infestation; rather 
our Bible studies over the course 
of the weekend covered these four 
animals as they are revealed in 
Proverbs 30!

Mr. Andrew Stewart was our 
speaker for all the meetings, and 
truly we felt the presence of the 
Lord in each one. We also enjoyed 
times of singing, prayer, testimonies 
and Bible readings with the young 
people during the weekend. By the 
close, we had witnessed how some 
young people had been restored, 
others exercised to ask about 
baptism, and many encouraged and 

challenged in their walk with God.

Along with the ants, locusts and 
spiders, we also had kayaking, 
dodgeball, ‘leap of faith’ and 
the customary impromptu water 
fight. It must be highlighted that 
our young people did refuse to 
participate in one key activity 
planned by our Youth Committee: 
- going to sleep at night!

Special thanks must go to Mr. 
Stewart for his messages over 
the three days, and our Youth 
leaders, John Greer and Rodney 
McCosh, for all their efforts 
in organising another brilliant 
weekend!

Glenn Hamilton reports on the annual Youth Weekend at Portadown 
Faith Mission Centre. 

The Senior Citizen’s dinner, held on 11th April, 
was a happy night of food and fellowship. 



Stephen and Nadja were married in August 2017 and are active members of our 
church and Youth Fellowship.MY TESTIMONY

CALENDAR

CONTACTS

Nadja’s Testimony
I was born in Newtownards and 
enjoyed a happy childhood along with 
my younger brother, Ruben and my 
parents, Ben and Ruth. My Dad grew up 
in Holland and later moved to Northern 
Ireland after marrying my mother. They 
both got saved when I was young, so 
throughout my childhood I was taught 
the Bible and brought along to church. 
As a family, we attended Newtownards 
Free Presbyterian Church; and it was 
there at our weekly children’s meeting, 
aged eight, that I got saved.

I attended Abbey Primary school and 
later moved on to Strathearn School 
in Belfast. During secondary school, 
I enjoyed being part of the Scripture 
Union and was able to help at summer 
Bible clubs and camps. As our church 
had a small youth group, it was great 
to have opportunities through such 
schemes as well as the Youth Council 
to meet other young Christians. 

Both sets of my grandparents are 
saved and influenced their homes for 
Christ. My parents were saved in their 
early thirties but some of my aunts and 
uncles are still unconverted, as are 
their children. I’m very grateful for how 
God has blessed me and hope that 
opportunities to share the gospel with 
our wider family will continue.

After school and during summer, I 
began working in a local pharmacy and 
studied for qualifications as a clinical 
pharmacy technician. In 2015, God 
provided a job in the Ulster Hospital 
where I gained useful experience. 
During this time, through friends I met 
Stephen and we began to spend more 
time together. Later I was offered a job 
in the Causeway Hospital which was 

ideal for my changing circumstances 
as Stephen and I were now engaged. 
We got married in the summer of 2017 
and live in Cullybackey. I am thankful 
to God for his guidance over the years 
and for providing us with a great church 
to attend. 

Stephen’s Testimony
I was born into a Christian home in 
1989 in Pennsylvania, a beautiful part 
of the world with hot summers and 
cold winters. I had two older sisters 
and two older brothers; and when 
Jerusha arrived in 1995, our family was 
complete.  
Education in my early years was based 
at home where Mom taught us well, 
with external classes or enrolment in 
a Christian school in later years. Our 
parents made great sacrifices to ensure 
we had a well-rounded education.

Throughout the nineties we made 
regular visits to NI. Sometimes this 
was for a holiday and sometimes for 
sad occasions, like my Granny Greer’s 
funeral in 1996. The Lord saved me 
shortly after this, when I realised that I 
could not join Granny in heaven unless 
I was in Christ. I clearly remember the 
event. A year or so later, I remember a 
meeting in Ballymena FPC when I felt 
the Holy Spirit at work while we sang 
a hymn. 

Little did I know that we’d soon call 
Ballymena home. After Dad was called 
to the church, we moved in August 
2000. I think it took a little while to settle 
in, and church was key to this as my 
main source of Christian friends. While 
life was good, personally, I neglected to 
develop a consistent Bible reading habit 
throughout my teenage years. This was 
the root cause of a weak spiritual life. 
When the Holy Spirit spoke in meetings, 
I would have a renewed desire, but 
carelessness in my personal walk held 
me back from knowing assurance, 
victory over sin and growth in grace. 
During this period, the Lord did help me 
to move through school and begin study 
in Civil Engineering in 2008. Again, He 
gave me good Christian housemates 
and friends for which I thank Him. 

I wish I had taken James ch.1 to heart 
in my teens, because backsliding is a 
miserable condition and the whole life 
is affected. However, in 2009, God 
graciously spoke and I was broken 
before Him. From this point on, there 
was a renewed effort to walk with God. 
Doubts about assurance were gone, 
I was baptised and became more 
involved in serving in the local church. 

In 2013 I entered full-time employment 
and the following year I met Nadja. We 
got married in 2017, and I’m very thankful 
for my wife. In the short time since, 
God has showed us how everything 
is under His control, giving promises 
from His Word which He then fulfils. He 
continues to provide opportunities to 
serve Him and is leading one step at 
a time. I am so glad I can say, “And he 
hath put a new song in my mouth, even 
praise unto our God.” I am praying that 
“…many shall see it, and fear, and shall 
trust in the LORD.” Psalm 40 v 3

Website – www.ballymenafpc.org

Sunday 28th April   – Day of Prayer - 
          7.00am and 4.00 pm
Monday 29rd April  – Ladies Fellowship with
          Callum Webster 
Saturday 11th May – Sunday School Exam
Sunday 18th May   – Whitefield College offering 
Friday 24th May     – Church Barbeque

February 2019 March 2018
Average weekly offering
Home & Foreign Missions
Building Fund
UK Fund
Joanne Greer Send Forth
Uganda (incl YPF Gifts of £302)
Joanne Greer
Liberia
Nepal
Margaret Russell
Colin Maxwell
Stephen Miller
Andrew Stewart
Cherith Brown
Angel Alvarez

£ 5610
£ 2550
£   914
£     99
£ 3651
£ 1462
£   440
£   250
£   240
£   200
£   100
£   100
£   100
£     50
£     50

Average weekly offering
Home & Foreign Missions
Building Fund
UK Fund
Cherith Brown
Ballymoney School
Christina Logan
Mission Gift
Joanne Greer
Uganda - YPF Gifts
Missionary Boxes
Liberia Children
LTBS
Colin Maxwell
Angel Alvarez

£ 5697
£ 2345
£   837
£   100
£ 2887
£ 2577
£   500
£   500
£   370
£   274
£   149
£   100
£     50
£     50
£     50


