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BEHOLD, I LAY IN SION A CHIEF CORNER STONE

a word from our minister
In the Lord’s work, the first weeks of this
year have been very busy. The early
part of January brought the ministers’
week of prayer, held in the Clogher
Valley area. The days of prayer were
encouraging with good attendance and
fervent seasons of intercession at the
throne of grace.

We were privileged in Ballymena to
have the two ministers from the North
American Presbytery preach at our
services at the close of the week. Rev.

milestone year

David Mook, Presbytery Clerk and
minister of Phoenix Free Presbyterian
Church preached at our morning service
on Sunday 13th January. In the evening
Rev. Derrick Bowman preached. He is
the associate minister of Winston Salem
Free Presbyterian Church. It was a
blessing to have these men with us and
hear them preach.
I was greatly encouraged with our own
church week of prayer at the end of
January. The attendance was heartening
and the times of prayer a blessing.
Please mark your calendars for Sunday
24th February when we plan to have
additional seasons of prayer at 7am and
4pm. With the Gospel Mission a short
time off, we need to give ourselves to
earnest prayer.

preaching of Rev. Timothy Nelson, and
indeed by the entire meeting. The Lord
was powerfully present in the midst. As
Joanne’s parents, my wife and I wish to
thank all who pray for our daughter. She
is scheduled to return to Liberia early in
March after a few weeks rest. While she
will be missed by us as a family, we are
thankful that she’s serving Christ on the
mission field. We appreciate all of the
prayerful interest shown in her role in
God’s work in that land.

All who attended the Sending Forth
service for Joanne on Friday 8th of
February were richly blessed by the
Ballymena church marks the forthieth anniversary of the ordination of Rev Greer
to the ministry.

On Sunday 16th December,
Rev. Greer celebrated an
important anniversary in his
personal ministry. That date
was exactly forty years since his
ordination as a gospel minister
in the Free Presbyterian Church
of Ulster. In June 1975, he had
been placed by Presbytery as
student-minister in the small
congregation in Sixmilecross,
Co. Tyrone. Subsequently, at
the end of his student days, Mr.
Greer was called by
the
congregation
and was ordained
on 16th December
1978.
Rev. Greer’s family
had quietly marked
the special occasion,
but somehow the

news came to the ears of the Clerk of Session, Mr. James
McCosh. During the morning worship on the anniversary
date, Mr. McCosh addressed the congregation, offering
congratulations to Mr. Greer on behalf of the Lord’s people. He
then called Rev. Beggs, Minister Emeritus of our congregation
and Mr. Greer’s former minister, to come to the pulpit. Rev.
Beggs presented Mr. Greer with three volumes of The Works
of William Perkins and congratulated him on his forty years in
the Christian ministry.

biography of rev martin
Thomas Martin is co-pastor in Lisburn
Free Presbyterian Church. He is
married to June and has three boys,
Aaron, Samuel and Timothy.
Brought up in difficult circumstances
in the deeply divided town of Lurgan
in very turbulent days, Thomas joined
a proscribed organisation. He was
arrested, charged and sentenced to a
lengthy prison term.

Rev Thomas Martin will be conducting a Gospel
Mission in Ballymena church in March 2019.

However, it was in one of the most
unlikely places, on the ‘non conforming
protest’ in the Maze, that Thomas came
under deep conviction of sin and was
brought to know the Lord Jesus Christ
as his own and personal Saviour.
After his release from the now infamous
Maze Prison, he entered the Theological
Hall of the Whitefield College of the
Bible, where he commenced and
finished a four year ministerial course.
Thomas received a call to the Lisburn
Congregation and has pastored the
work for over twenty years.
Alongside his pastoral duties, he
conducts many gospel missions and
meetings across the province and

LADIES FELLOWSHIP DINNER

new baby
Congratulations to John and Emma
Ferguson on the birth of their first baby,
Henry Samuel, born 7th January 2019.

mums & tots

further afield, and he says, “I’m looking
forward to the mission in Ballymena
and I would like to personally invite you
and your family to come and hear the
glorious message of Gospel of the Lord
Jesus Christ.”

SENDING FORTH SERVICE

It has been a joy for our congregation
to have had our missionary, Joanne
Greer, home on furlough for the
past six months. Although she came
home feeling unwell and was ill in
September, we are thankful that prayer
was answered. She has recovered full
health and strength and is preparing
to return once again to her adopted
country of Liberia.
Her ‘Sending Forth’ service, organised
by the Ulster Mission Board, was held
on 8th February, with a good number of
people travelling from a distance to join
in the meeting.
Those taking part were Rev Ian Harris,
Rev David Park, Rev David Brown,
and Rev David McMillan along with

Miss Joanne Greer will soon be leaving us to return
to Liberia for another term on the mission field.

Rev Larry Saunders who sent a prerecorded video message from Toronto
to show on the night. Presentations
were made to Joanne by Mr Alastair
Hamilton on behalf of the Ulster
Mission Board, and Mr James McCosh
on behalf of the Ballymena Church.
Joanne then spoke briefly of her
needs and desires for the work as she
prepares for another term of service.
She reminded the congregation of their
important contribution to the work by
engaging continually in prayer (Isaiah
62 v 6). Rev Greer conducted the
service, Joanne’s brothers sang, and
the Rev Beggs led in the sending forth
prayer, accompanied in the pulpit by the
elders and ministers who were present.
Rev

Timothy

sunday school dinner

Nelson

preached

the closing sermon. He brought a
memorable and encouraging message
from Acts 18:9 -10, “Then spake the
Lord to Paul in the night by a vision,
‘Be not afraid, but speak, and hold not
thy peace: for I am with thee, and no
man shall set on thee to hurt thee: for
I have much people in this city’.” Rev
Nelson assured Joanne that the Lord’s
exhortation to Paul could still be applied
today to her situation, as she again
prepares to return to her missionary
work. She could be assured of the
Lord’s presence, the Lord’s protection
and the fulfilment of the Lord’s purpose,
for without doubt He still has a people
to save in Liberia. Going forth with this
assurance, Joanne can be the Lord’s
instrument in bringing these precious
souls to Him.

MY TESTIMONY
I was born and spent my early boyhood
in the Creggan Estate in Londonderry,
in the 1950s. In those days there were
some Protestant families living in the
mostly Roman Catholic neighbourhood.
I was not born into a Christian home.
My father was ex- army and my mother
stayed at home to look after a large
family - I was the youngest of seven
children. She was a good and kind
mother, who lived for her family and
did her best to bring us up – we had to
keep the Sabbath and were sent along
to Sunday school in the local Church of
Ireland.
In the early 1960s, my father’s barracks
in Eglinton were closing, and he was
given a choice of where the family could
live. We chose Ballymena, and so in
1964, the family moved into the newly
built Ballykeel 1 estate. We immediately
settled well, the neighbours were
friendly and I loved school and made
many friends. I remember in 1966,
a mission coming to a wooden hut at
McKeown,s farm. It was run by Faith
Mission pilgrims from Switzerland, and
my mother made me attend to keep her
company. At that mission at least 10-15
people got saved, and my mother was
one of them. I heard the clear gospel
message for the first time as a young
teenage boy. My mother’s conversion
brought a change in our home, and she
continued to witness to her family over
many years.
Sadly, as far as I was concerned, the
witness fell on deaf ears. When I left
school, I drifted from job to job, and was
only interested in the sins of this world. I
loved the ‘Flamingo’ dancehall, and the
music of the Rolling Stones, and the
lifestyle which their music encouraged.
December 2018
Average weekly offering
Home & Foreign Missions
Building Fund
UK Fund
UK Fund Parkmount F’ship
Joanne Greer
Nepal Calendars
Joanne Greer -SS teachers
Rev J Hanna
LTBS
Missionary Boxes

£ 5423
£ 2630
£ 786
£ 179
£ 400
£ 2768
£ 480
£ 272
£ 50
£ 50
£
7

Raymond Foster tells the story of his conversion from a childhood in the Creggan,
to hearing the gospel in Ballymena and finally surrendering his life to the Lord.

I eventually became a milkman and
stayed in that job for twenty-five
years. After some years, I felt as a
‘good protestant’, I should be going to
church, and so I found myself attending
Ballymena Free Presbyterian church.
My favourite seat was at the back corner
of the gallery, and over a period of eight
years, I came and went without feeling
any conviction of my sin. The only thing
I knew was that after making mistakes
in my life and feeling disillusioned and
let down, the only One I could trust was
the Lord Jesus Christ.
Gradually, however, I began to think
more about my sin and my need of
salvation until I couldn’t put it off any
longer. I had been worrying how my
wife Charmaine, and my friends and
workmates would react, but the verse
in Matthew 6 v 34 came to me – “Take
therefore no thought for the morrow: for
the morrow shall take thought for the
things of itself.” I decided to call with

Rev Greer on a particular Thursday
when I was off work. That morning,
I was in the Dr’s surgery and met a
member of Ballymena congregation
who told me that Rev Greer had
sustained a heart attack and was in
hospital awaiting surgery. My mind was
in turmoil, not knowing where I should
turn, and I returned home shocked and
disturbed. A mission was due to start on
the Sunday in Lisnafillen Mission Hall

January 2019
Average weekly offering
Home & Foreign Missions
Building Fund
UK Fund
Christina Logan
LTBS Magazine
Stephen Miller
Joanne Greer
Angel Alvarez

£ 5799
£ 2220
£ 628
£ 64
£ 1382
£ 913
£ 100
£ 100
£ 50

and Rev Colin Mercer had been asked
to step in and preach for Rev Greer. I
decided I would go to the mission alone,
on the Monday night, 2nd March 2009.
I don’t remember what was preached
that night, but I stayed behind at the
end and through tears of joy, I accepted
Christ as my Saviour.
I came home and told my wife
Charmaine what had happened and
at first she was anxious and unsure as
to how this would change things in our
home, but she did not hinder me in any
way. When I told my workmates, they
were all very supportive and pleased
for me. They weren’t so pleased
however when I told them I had taken
my full collection of Rolling Stone LPs
and smashed them in the back garden!
Charmaine began to attend all the
church services with me and supported
me in my Christian walk. Two years
later, under conviction of sin, she
contacted Rev Greer, and he pointed
her to the Lord. We rejoice in being
united in Christ, and are praying for
our families, that they too will find the
Saviour.
I thank God that he has brought me
godly men to be a real encouragement
to me in my Christian life, and I am
thankful for the privilege of witnessing
for Him in various ways. Due to my
early years in Londonderry, I have a
great burden for the Roman Catholic
people and work with some converted
Roman Catholics in God’s work. Sadly,
my mother did not live to see my
conversion. She died just a few months
before I got saved, but I rejoice that her
prayers were answered in the saving of
my soul.

CALENDAR
Sun 24th Feb – Day of Prayer - 7am & 4pm.
Mon 25th Feb – Ladies Fellowship
Tue 26th Feb – Deputation Meeting Ballymoney Independent Christian School.
Sun 3rd March - Gospel Mission commences.
Tue 26th March - Annual Meeting - Rev
Gordon Dane.

CONTACTS
Website – www.ballymenafpc.org

