
a word from our minister

CHRISTMAS VISITS 
Members of our youth fellowship were delighted to pay a visit to some of our 
senior citizens this Christmas, bringing with them colourful potted plants, a gift 

from our church.  If you didn’t have a visit this year, you 
can look forward to a visit from them next year.

A word in season for Christmas
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Scripture tells us that Mary “…brought 
forth her firstborn son.” Mary had been 
espoused to Joseph. Though the 
consummation of their marriage did 
not occur until after the Saviour’s birth, 
yet they were recognised as husband 
and wife, as Scripture records. 
Consequently, whenever exactly it was, 
the Lord Jesus entered into humanity in 
a proper and legitimate family setting. 
Such a Biblical fact is a clear reminder 
of the purpose of the Saviour’s birth. 
He came down from heaven in 
order to accomplish redemption and 
“…gather together in one the children 
of God.” This observation is important. 

It reminds us that happy family 
gatherings at the Christmas Season 
are in keeping with the ethos of the 
Lord’s incarnation. He was born to 
save from their sins “…the whole family 
in heaven and earth.” When believing 
families assemble and enjoy the happy 
atmosphere of the Christmas gathering, 
their coming together is a pointer to a 
glorious day. It is the day when Christ, 
and all the children God has given 
Him, will meet around the throne. 

Therefore, let us cherish the privilege 
of coming together with family and 
friends another year, with the prayer 

that the Lord will be in the midst.  
We are aware, however, that in our 
congregation, seats will be empty this 
Christmas-time. Various loved ones 
have been taken away over the year 
gone by. Wounds are still raw, and the 
sense of loss is real and will be keenly 
felt when family gatherings take place. 

At this season let us remember our 
sorrowing brethren and sisters before 
the Lord. The One who came to 
save also came to succour. It is my 
prayer that He will come alongside 
to bind up the broken-hearted and 
ease the pang that rends the heart.



life in liberia
Q. What blessings have you seen in the 
work since you went to Liberia in 2012? 

One of the most encouraging things to 
a missionary is when we see individuals 
growing in knowledge and grace. 
Another blessing is seeing children 
grow up through the children’s work 
and then continue attending youth 
Bible class and church. The annual 
Vacation Bible School is usually a time 
of encouragement, as well as being 

exhausting! Just meeting new children 
and having contact with new families is 
a blessing. The biggest single blessing 
in the last six years was definitely the 
opening of the radio station!

Q. What disappointments or setbacks 
have you encountered? 

Since I have been in Liberia, two of 
the four mission churches have left 
the work. It had become obvious to 
everyone involved that their beliefs and 
expectations were different from ours; 
so it certainly was better for the work’s 
sake that they moved on, but it was still 
a disappointment. 

At times there are individuals who 
perhaps seem promising but fall into 
sin or just go in another direction. Then, 
there are other individuals who I believe 
are saved but sometimes show rather 
shocking spiritual immaturity. Some 
children leave the work, through no 
fault of their own, but because families 
are so unstable, children tend to move 
around a lot.

And of course, we’ve had a set-back 
very recently in the lightning strike on 
the radio station; we’re still working 
to get the big transmitter fixed, so we 
would appreciate continued prayer for 
that. We were off-air for three weeks 
before we were able to find a small 
transmitter to rent in the meantime. 

Q. What are your aims for the future? 

1. Development of radio station – we 
would like to broadcast 24/7 instead of 
the current 18 hours per day. To do that 
we would need a second transmitter and 
a way to switch between transmitters. 
The lightning strike has illustrated the 
importance of having backup equipment. 
We already have a backup generator, if 
we can get a second transmitter it would 
also function as a backup and ideally we 
would need a backup computer to run 
the software. 

2. Development of children’s work – 
the problem is not the lack of children, 
but of helpers. I would like to see 
more of a consistent desire to help in 
people from the church and of course 
more missionaries would be wonderful 
too! We would like to produce some 
children’s programs for the radio station 
in the future – thank you to those who 
have already been involved in recording 
choruses for that project. 

3. Finding a way to address the literacy 
problem – we have been burdened 

about this for several years now and 
have been praying for wisdom. We 
have talked about different options, 
such as expanding the reading club or 
giving free literacy classes, but we keep 
coming back to the conclusion that a 
Christian school is the best option. But 
I don’t see, from a human perspective, 
how we could do that unless we had 
more missionaries. 

4. Being able to spend more time in 
Rivercess or branching out to other 
areas. That sounds like an impossibility 
right now but if the Lord were to call 
others to the work in Liberia, that would 
be one of the things I’d love to do. Right 
now Rivercess and its future is very 
much an unknown. If we’ve learned 
anything in the past six years, it’s that it 
takes time to really get to know a group 
of people. In the future, we pray that 
mature, spiritually gifted Liberians will 
be raised up and called by the Lord to 
carry on and spread the Word of God. 

Our own missionary, Joanne is home on furlough and it 
seemed a good time to ask her to reflect on her work in 
Liberia.  



feedback
EMAIL 1 EMAIL 2

We include emails sent to Rev Greer, 
by those who watch and listen to our 
services on the internet and local radio.

Dear Rev. Greer,
I have just watched another Bible Class dvd. I look forward 
to these and the Sunday services more than I can express. 
Living where I do is like living in the desert.   I thank God my 
husband is saved - without him I would not have one single 
soul to have fellowship with in the area in which I live. I know 
that Patrick and Naomi uphold me in their prayers and I am 
thankful of their faithfulness in this. I can also find sermons 
etc online from the FPC.

In this little town you could not enter the churches. I confess 
we visited each of the three. There is Elim where we saw 
people pushed to the floor during so-called casting out of 
devils, also the practice of what they think is “speaking in 
tongues” The second church is Baptist Union - they have 
recently appointed a female minister.  The last church is the 
Church of England. The vicar is responsible for a Methodist 
church in the next town as well as his own church. They have 
puppet shows and sometimes a female vicar.

So you can understand that when the dvds from Ballymena 
arrive each week it is a true Godsend. It is a lifeline. It is a 
supply of clean refreshing water in a spiritual desert. It is a 
shot in the arm that bolsters faith and trust in God’s word.  
Every week I am thrilled at the things I am learning.

I hope I haven’t taken up too much of your time today.  I 
just wanted you and other Christians there to know that 
these dvds, sent faithfully each week, are sustaining and 
encouraging to me and Tony, and we appreciate it so much.

Dear Rev. Greer,
I have been listening to many of your sermons over the 
past few weeks on-line & I am in the middle of listening to 
the series by Rev. J. Wagner in 2017 on Reformation in 
the Church. I often wish we had a Church like yours and 
speakers like you & others on your team here where I am. I 
live in Greenock in Scotland, on the West coast. I have been 
a member of the Baptist Church, but it is changing and is 
now going down the ecumenical route. I admire the fact that 
you all are very Biblical in your teaching and not frightened to 
speak out about error; also that you seem to have a heart for 
Roman Catholics & try to reach out to them with the Gospel. 
Our local Churches mostly seem to just want to pretend they 
are our brothers & sisters in Christ. I too feel very concerned 
about their salvation, they need desperately to hear the truth. 
Can you recommend any particular tracts which are relevant 
to their situation that I can give out?

I have had to leave my Church because of its ecumenical 
stance and a few other issues I am concerned about. There 
is not much choice locally for me re-joining another Church. 

I feel like a lone voice most of the time and always seem to be 
out-of-step with what is generally considered the “norm” by a 
lot of Christians I meet. Thank you anyway that I can tune into 
your services and Sunday Bible classes - they help to quench 
my thirst for good, sound, reformed teaching. 

God bless you and the others there,
Sincerely K.

trip to nepal 
Kathryn Hamilton was asked to travel to Nepal to take some video of the opening 
of the orphanage and the work in Nepal.

In October this year, I had my first taste of life in a third 
world country. I travelled to Nepal with a team on behalf 
of the Mission Board to film the opening of the Precious 
Children’s Orphanage in Nepal. The team consisted of Faith 
Haffey from Dromore FPC, James Magill from Sandown 
FPC, Rev Garth Wilson, minister of Sandown FPC and me. 

Our trip had a schedule full of a variety of experiences and 
sights that will stay with me for a very long time. We visited  rural 
churches that have grown out of the main work in Kathmandu, 
and we spent time at the orphanage. It was heartbreaking 
to hear stories from Rev Paul Thapa and Priscilla about the 

s i t u a t i o n s 
they found 
a few of the 
children in. 
Yet when 
you hear the 
children talk 
about the 
orphanage, 
it is clear 
that they 
feel so loved 

and feel safe within the walls of the home. In return, they 
show much love and respect for their Thapa parents.



October 2018 November 2018
Average weekly offering
Home & Foreign Missions
Building Fund
UK Fund
Trinitarian Bible Society
Nepal
Toledo, Spain
LTBS
Joanne Greer
Uganda Vehicle
Rev J Hanna

£ 5546
£ 2410
£   792
£     51
£ 1664
£ 1000
£   679
£   550
£   230
£   200
£     50

Average weekly offering
Home & Foreign Missions
Building Fund
UK Fund
Liberia
LTBS
Joanne Greer
Cherith Brown
Uganda School
Liverpool FPC
Rev J Hanna
Trinitarian Bible Society

£ 5496
£ 2206
£   955
£   128
£ 1500
£   997
£   872
£   200
£   150
£   150
£     50
£     20

Jim , Libby and their family have been members 
of Ballymena FPC for many years.MY TESTIMONY

CALENDAR

CONTACTS

jim houston

I was born into a Christian home on 
the 12th July 1963. My childhood was 
spent on a farm in the townland of 
Lisnevenagh, where I lived with my 
dad, mum, younger sister Pauline and 
my grandmother. I attended Creavery 
Primary School, where, along with the 
necessary schoolwork, the teachers 
taught us the Word of God.  I remember 
learning John chapter 14 and Isaiah 
53 at school. Although we attended a 
Presbyterian Church in Randalstown, 
it was in Creavery Gospel Hall and the 
Barn Mission Hall that I was taught I 
was a sinner in need of salvation.
 
I had not been exposed to the 
things of this world until I moved to 
secondary school; and, while there, 
I was drawn into a group of friends 
who were generally not from Christian 
backgrounds.  They were involved in 
sin and worldly pleasures, but I must 
give God thanks that although they 
were my friends, God preserved me 
from partaking of their sins.

It was probably 1975 when, as a family, 
we began to attend Ballymena Free 
Presbyterian Church on a Sunday 
morning. Although I have some 
recollection of the Gospel Tabernacle, 
my memories are mainly of the 
meetings in the Town Hall and in the old 

High St. Church, where we sat under 
the ministry of the Rev Beggs. We 
were still attending evening meetings 
in Creavery Gospel Hall or the Barn 
Mission Hall; and in early January 1980, 
Roland Pickering came along to the 
Barn to take a few meetings.  During 
that week, God was speaking to me 
about being saved, but particularly on 
the last night, as the evangelist spoke 
on Revelation chapter 6. I was more 
troubled about my soul than I had ever 
been in the past, but I left the meeting 
and went home. Not long after I got 
home, still troubled and concerned, I 
remembered the wee chorus I learned 
in Sunday school;

Romans ten and nine
Is a favourite verse of mine,
Confessing Christ as Lord,
I am saved by grace divine.

Turning to this great chapter in my 
Bible, I read these words, ‘That if thou 
shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord 
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart 
that God hath raised him from the 
dead, thou shalt be saved.’ On the 11th 
January 1980, I asked the Lord Jesus 
Christ to save me and to cleanse me 
from my sin. I know I was saved that 
Friday night,  for the words of verse 13 
tell me ‘For whosoever shall call upon 
the name of the Lord shall be saved.’

Shortly after I was saved, I began 
attending the prayer meeting and the 
Youth Fellowship, both of which were 
a great source of blessing. Within the 
Youth Fellowship, friendships were 
formed which were to last until this 
present day. This was also where I 
met Libby; we married in 1986 and 
have been blessed with three children, 

Andrew, Rachel and Anna. We thank 
God for His goodness in blessing us 
with household salvation.

When we are saved, the Lord calls us to 
be labourers for Him. I had the privilege 
to serve as a youth leader for many 
years, and then as a Sunday school 
teacher. In 1996 I was elected to be a 
Church Deacon and have served on 
the Committee ever since. It has also 
been a blessing to serve on the Youth 
Council and, for the past fifteen years, 
on the Missionary Council.

Every family has to face trials and loss 
at some time, and our family was no 
different.  In 2006, Libby’s dad, William 
James McClintock, was called home.  
An elder in Ballymena congregation, 
he was a godly man who had a great 
influence on all his family. In March 
2013, my sister Pauline was called 
home; and then, in January 2016, my 
Mum also went to be with the Lord.  
John 17 v 24 was a great comfort to us, 
as it tells us that it is the Lord’s will that 
our loved ones, who are redeemed, 
should be with Him in Glory. I conclude 
with the words of a hymn which have 
been an encouragement to us as a 
family;

I do not know what lies ahead, 
The way I cannot see; 
Yet One stands near to be my guide, 
He’ll show the way to me: 

I know who holds the future, And He’ll 
guide me with His hand. 
With God things don’t just happen; 
everything by Him is planned. 
So as I face tomorrow, with its problems 
large and small, 
I’ll trust the God of miracles, give to Him 
my all.

Website – www.ballymenafpc.org 

Missionary report night - Tue 18th Dec

Parents night - Fri 21st Dec

Christmas Family Services - Sun 23rd Dec

Watchnight Service - Mon 31st Dec

Deputation Christina Logan - Tue 15th Jan 


