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CORNERSTONE
BEHOLD, I LAY IN SION A CHIEF CORNER STONE

a word from our minister
A few weeks ago, we held a special
Welcome Service for Mr. Andrew
Stewart. Mr. Stewart has been placed
by Presbytery as assistant to me
as minister of the congregation. Mr.
Stewart and his wife Alana are from our
Magherafelt church, with Mr. Stewart’s
father being the Clerk of Session in that
congregation.

meetings, Mr. Stewart will be involved
in church visitation. He will also have
the opportunity to sit in on Session and
Committee meetings. No doubt other
forms of involvement in church life will
arise. Please pray for him, his wife and
their little son, Daniel. We want them to
feel welcome and at home among us in
Ballymena.

It is the policy of Presbytery to have
final year students for the ministry
placed with a minister during the course
of the College fourth year. This is a
wise policy in that it gives these men
indispensable training and experience
in preparation for their future ministry.
Along with preaching at various church

We are now into our Bible Conference
that commenced just last night. Plan
to attend in the nights ahead. We are
thankful to Dr. Douglas and Rev. Mercer
for giving us of their time to minister
God’s Word. Let us look away to the
Lord for a breath of the Spirit in all these
meetings.

NEW ASSISTANT

whitefield college

Thanks for all your concern and prayers
for our daughter Joanne, missionary
from this church to Liberia. She’s feeling
well again and is now getting into her
deputation meetings which is a very
full schedule. Continue to keep her
in prayer for the coming autumn and
winter months. That prayerful support
will be much appreciated.
A large congregation gathered
for the Welcome service on 16th
September, including friends
and family of Mr Stewart. He
brought a word of testimony,
and Rev Greer preached on
Rom.10v15, ‘Treasuring the
Gospel’. Supper was served
in the Complex and a time of
fellowship was enjoyed, with
an opportunity to meet the
Stewarts and welcome them to
Ballymena.

The annual Graduation and Commencement service for
the Whitefield College was held this year in Ballymena.
Four young men graduated from their ministerial studies
and four young people commenced their studies.

f.p.c. congress

Amanda Brizzel and Rhonda McCosh
reflect on their trip to the Free
Presbyterian Congress in Pennsylvania.

This summer, the fourth Free
Presbyterian International Congress
was held in Malvern Free Presbyterian
Church in Pennsylvania, USA, from
Monday 30th July until Friday 3rd
August. A company of approximately
fifty from Ulster, including six from our
own congregation in Ballymena, joined
with those from North America for this
occasion. Also present were believers
from England and Wales along with
Missionaries Joanne Greer from Liberia
and the Solc family from the Czech
Republic.

The hospitality of the congregation
in Malvern was overwhelming. We
truly appreciate the planning and work
that went into making the week such
a blessing and success. It was the
testimony of all who attended that the
presence of the Lord was a felt reality in
the meetings, and it was a blessed time
of fellowship with friends, old and new.

The preachers for the Congress
meetings were Revs. S. Hamilton,
P. McIntyre, Dr. M. Allison, Revs. D.

Mook and T. Murray. The theme for
the meetings was ‘The All-Sufficient
Christ’ with the nightly subjects being
Christ, as our Prophet, Priest, King,
Advocate and Friend.
Christ was
exalted in the preaching, and we were
both encouraged and challenged. A
joint choir was formed, made up of
those from both sides of the Atlantic,
which sang at some of the meetings. A
missionary update was also given each
evening.
There was planned sightseeing which
included visits to historic Philadelphia,
Amish Country and Gettysburg to name
a few, and some time was set aside for
a bit of shopping!

CHILDRENS DAY

LTBS RECORDING

“Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in
Christian love;
The fellowship of kindred minds is like
to that above.”

Alastair Hamilton reports on the recording of programmes with a group
from Ballymena, in the new LTBS TV studio at Lurgan FPC.
Thanks to everyone who took the time to travel to Lurgan - we look
forward to seeing the programmes later this year. The content for three
30 minute TV broadcasts was recorded on a
very hot Saturday. While the temperatures
rose, with plenty of orange juice and a few fans
between sessions, we managed to complete the
recordings. LTBS will now start a regular weekly
TV broadcast on Revelation TV each Wednesday
at 6.30 am and repeated at 7.30 pm. Please pray
for this new work, that the Lord would bless the
gospel message going out across our nation, to
the saving of precious souls.
The Robert Orr Challenge Cup was awarded to
Chloe Gillespie for reciting, without any errors, all
107 questions of the Shorter Catechism.

Children who answered all 129 questions in
the Child’s Catechism.
L to R; Caleb Hanna, Lois Cotton, Fayth Greer

Winner of the Boys Junior Bible Class
Cup was Joshua McIlhagga. Leoni
Dalton was the winner of the Girls’
Bible Class Cup.

romanian visit
At the end of June 2018, Rachel
Donnelly and I had the privilege of
travelling with nine others to Timisoara,
Romania to conduct a Holiday Bible
Club in association with Bethany Baptist
Church. We had a packed program of
activities, with around ninety children
attending the four-day club which lasted
each day from 9.30am- 4pm. Please
pray for the parents and friends who
attended a family service at the close
of the week -that even yet, they would

Jerusha Greer and Rachel Donnelly travelled
to Romania to visit Deborah House.

be spoken to through the verses the
children recited and the Bible lesson
taught.

A highlight of the trip was visiting Deborah
House and spending time with the girls.
It was wonderful to see first-hand the
caring and nurturing atmosphere that
surrounds them, so many of whom have
experienced a traumatic childhood.
Most importantly, they are taught from
God’s Word. As a team, we were so
encouraged and blessed by their joy and
faith in God, and a personal highlight
was the ‘sing-along’ and fellowship times
we enjoyed with the girls. Pray, not only
that they would be healed emotionally,
but also that they would each personally
experience salvation.

In August we had a visit from the
Deborah House choir.

CHERITH BROWN

During the summer, Cherith went on an outreach trip to the Isle of
Man. She also has entered Whitefield College for two years of study.
In August, I had the opportunity to go on a Youth Council outreach trip to
the Isle of Man, along with three other young people. The trip was led by
Rev Thomas Martin. We stayed in Port Erin and helped the church with their
outreach efforts, canvasing the houses around that area. We were also able
to cover some of Port St Mary and held an open air in Castletown. The work is
small but the people are faithful. The Lord was pleased to give us fruit for our
labours while we were there. A new couple has started to attend the church
which is encouraging to hear. Pray that the Lord will open the eyes and hearts
of the people as he did Lydia’s in the book of Acts.

NEW BABIES

College life has been challenging, as I have been out of the educational
system for several years; however the Lord is faithful, and the student body
has been very supportive. I am also very grateful for the support you have
shown towards me as a congregation. “... Verily I say unto you, inasmuch as
ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it
unto me.” Matthew 25:40

Paul and Cheryl McIntyre with their new little
daughter, Mya, born 8th August, weighing 7lb 12 oz.

Cherith pictured at the Graduation and
Commencement Service with Whitefield
College Principal Rev Timothy Nelson and
Rev Greer.

Jonny and Denise Blaney with their two
daughters, Annie and Emily Rose. Emily
was born 29th July weighing 8lb 5oz.

Joel Samuel O’Melvena with his big
brother, Ethan. Joel was born on 12th
June, weighing 7 lb.

MY TESTIMONY
I count it a great joy and privilege to
be able to share a personal word of
testimony to the Glory of God. My mind
goes back fifty-six years to a Gospel
mission that came to Castlegore
Mission Hall. At that mission, my late
mother got saved and then a year later,
my father also got saved bringing great
changes to our home. We, as a family,
were taken to any meetings where the
word of God was faithfully preached.
So, from an early age, I knew that I was
a sinner and that I needed to be saved. I
can remember many times being under
conviction of sin, but as I grew into my
teenage years, I started thinking of other
things; and all I wanted to do was leave
school, get a car, and go wherever I
wanted.
Throughout my teens, I did continue
going to gospel meetings and I recall the
Lord speaking to me through His Word
and also through my fear that I was not
ready for His Second Coming. Gen 3 v
6 “My spirit shall not always strive with
man”. During those years I can trace the
hand of God upon my life. I was told that
in Castlegore Mission Hall there were
men and women faithfully praying each
week for five young men, and I was one
of them.
I was under deep conviction of sin and
couldn’t eat or sleep. One night a girl
gave me a gospel tract and asked me
to read it and I promised I would. On
12th August 1973, I came home late
and sat down beside the fire and read

August 2018
Average weekly offering
Home & Foreign Missions
Building Fund
UK Fund
Deborah House
Joanne Greer
Philip Knowles

LTBS
Cherith Brown
Rev J Hanna
Missionary Boxes

£ 5630
£ 2845
£ 830
£ 212
£ 3364
£ 350
£ 150
£ 100
£ 100
£ 50
£ 28

david mcclintock Mr David McClintock, his wife Sarah and their three
children, and families, all attend Ballymena FPC. David is a member of the Kirk Session.

Rev 3 v 20. “ Behold, I stand at the door,
and knock: if any man hear my voice,
and open the door, I will come in to him,
and will sup with him, and he with me”.
I knew the Lord was knocking loudly on
my heart’s door and I simply cried unto
the Lord to save me.
The next day I went to work, and decided
to tell noone that I had got saved until
I came home to tell my mother. It was
then I got great assurance of salvation
through Rom 10 v 9. “That if thou shalt
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus,
and shalt believe in thine heart that God
hath raised him from the dead, thou
shalt be saved”.
Many men, some now in the Glory, were
a great help to me and encouraged me
from the start, especially to be at the
prayer meeting and to serve the Lord.
At this time I met Sara, now my wife,
whom I had known from school days.
We hadn’t seen each other for a few
years but then we met again, romance
blossomed and we eventually got
married in 1977. The Lord has blessed
us richly in our marriage and given us
three children, all saved and serving the
Lord, and five grandchildren.

play a part in the running of Castlegore
Mission Hall. What a blessing it is to
have the Gospel door still open in that
area, and prayer still going up for friends
and neighbours.
In closing, I would encourage young
people to get to the prayer meeting,
as I can look back and see how God’s
people prayed for me and saw their
prayers answered. Both young and
old will find the prayer meeting a great
source of blessing to the soul. If you are
not saved, it is my prayer that you will
come and trust the Lord Jesus Christ
as your Saviour. My testimony can be
summed up in the words of the hymn –
“He is not a disappointment!
Jesus is far more to me
Than in all my glowing daydreams
I had fancied He could be;
And the more I get to know Him,
so the more I find Him true,
And the more I long that others
should be led to know Him too.”

As a young couple, we were clearly
led to worship in Ballymena Free
Presbyterian Church, and we have now
been attending for over forty years.
Since 2010, I have been given the
responsibility and privilege of serving on
the Kirk Session. I am also glad to still

September 2018
Average weekly offering
Home & Foreign Missions
Building Fund
UK Fund
Noreen McAfee
Uganda Vehicle
Joanne Greer
Stephen Miller
Margaret Russell
LTBS
Rev J Hanna
Whitefield College
Cherith Brown

£ 5581
£ 2605
£ 915
£ 199
£ 1480
£ 1250
£ 450
£ 50
£ 50
£ 50
£ 50
£ 20
£ 20

CALENDAR
Bible Conference - Sat 6th - Fri 12th October
Mark Witte, Toledo, Spain - Mon 15th October
LTBS Deputation - Tue 20th November

CONTACTS
Website – www.ballymenafpc.org
email – cornerstone@ballymenafpc.org

