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BEHOLD, I LAY IN SION A CHIEF CORNER STONE

a word from our minister
Greetings to all from Malvern,
Pennsylvania! I informed you in the
previous edition of Cornerstone that I
had been invited to preach at the 40th
Anniversary of the church that I had
pastored for seventeen years. Thus,
my wife and I arrived on Tuesday 29th
May, and the meetings commenced
on Thursday 31st May and continued
through to Tuesday 5th June.
Dr. Mark Allison, who succeeded me
in the Malvern pulpit, was also present
for part of the time and preached at
the Sabbath morning service. The
Lord richly blessed the preaching of
His Word to the hearts of those who
gathered. The attendance was most

Rev Greer sends a short report from his trip in USA.

encouraging. It was such a blessing
to renew fellowship with God’s people
whom we have known for so long. In
addition, we were delighted to meet new
families and individuals who have come
into the congregation in recent times
through the ministry of my good friend,
Dr. Stephen Pollock. Clearly, the Lord
is blessing His ministry. My wife and I
have been staying with Dr. Pollock and
his wife Cherith and their family. All of
them are happily settled into the Lord’s
work in the Malvern congregation.

They have been close friends from the
early days in Newtown Square in 1983
at the commencement of my ministry in
the US. Please pray for all these dear
servants of God as they serve faithfully
in His harvest field.

During our time here in the USA we
also will travel to South Carolina to visit
the Rev. Wagner and his wife, former
members of the Malvern church.

final mums and tots
The final meeting of Mums and Tots was held on Friday 1st June. The children were presented with their attendance
certificates for the past year. Those who had unbroken attendance for the year were Annie Blaney, Noah Brown, Amy
Greer and Emily McClintock.

language studies
Greetings from warm and sunny East
Africa. Since returning to Uganda,
learning Luganda, the language used
in the central region, has been our
main focus. For a number of weeks we
attended classes Monday to Friday in
the capital Kampala.

Rev Millar, his wife Ruth, and his parents at a
special service to mark his return to Uganda.

This was a valuable opportunity to learn
the basic components of the language
and start building up our knowledge
of vocabulary. The Luganda alphabet
has two letters not in our English
alphabet and does not have the letters
q and x. The verbs and nouns change
considerably according to tense and
number, and sometimes words become
so long they seem unpronounceable –
at least to us !
We are glad that we can now manage
some basic greetings and simple
phrases. When using taxis in Kampala,
we had some conversation in Luganda,
much to the driver’s surprise. We also
used our language skills in ordering
food at restaurants. One night we ended
up with three dinners!

We were privileged to
have a visit from Ivan and
Chrissy Cunnett around
the Easter period. They
live near Market Drayton
in England and are
web-cast
worshippers
each Lord’s Day, not
being able to find a local
church that is faithful
to the Word of God.

CHURCH BBQ

youth weekend

Rev Stephen Millar updates us on how
he and Ruth are coping with learning
Luganda.

The next stage is to deepen our grasp
of grammar and vocabulary to enable
us to engage in a wider range of
communication. Ultimately, the goal is to
preach the Gospel in Luganda and we
value prayer that this will be achieved.
Language learning is very interesting
and rewarding, while also quite
draining. Pray that the Lord will enable
us to allocate sufficient time to language
learning, alongside maintaining the
ongoing ministry of the church.
We
are
thankful
for
many
encouragements in the lives of those we
work among, and we look to the Lord
to use His Word in separating a people
unto Himself in Uganda. “Not by might,
nor by power but by my spirit, saith the
LORD of hosts.” Zechariah 4 v 6

feedback

We include emails sent to Rev Greer,
by those who watch and listen to our
services on the internet and local radio

EMAIL 1

EMAIL 3

Dear Reverend Greer,
I have just watched another Bible Class dvd. I look
forward to these and the Sunday services more than I can
express. Living where I do is like living in the desert. I
thank God my husband is saved - without him I would not
have one single soul to have fellowship with in the area in
which I live. I know that Patrick and Naomi uphold me in
their prayers and I am thankful of their faithfulness in this.
I can also find sermons etc online from the FPC.

Dear Rev. Greer, I have been listening to many of your
sermons over the past few weeks on -line & am in the
middle of listening to the series by Rev. J. Wagner in
2017 on Reformation in the Church. I often wish we had
a Church like yours and speakers like you & others on
your team here where I am. I live in Greenock in Scotland,
on the West coast. I have been a member of the Baptist
Church, but it is changing and is now going down the
ecumenical route. I admire the fact that you all are very
Biblical in your teaching and not frightened to speak out
about error; also that you seem to have a heart for Roman
Catholics & try to reach out to them with the Gospel.
Our local Churches mostly seem to just want to pretend
they are our brothers & sisters in Christ. I too feel very
concerned about their salvation, they need desperately to
hear the truth. Can you recommend any particular tracts
which are relevant to their situation that I can give out?

So you can understand that when the dvds from Ballymena
arrive each week it is a true Godsend. It is a lifeline. It is
a supply of clean refreshing water in a spiritual desert. It
is a shot in the arm that bolsters faith and trust in God’s
word. Every week I am thrilled at the things I am learning.
I hope I haven’t taken up too much of your time today. I
just wanted you and other Christians there to know that
these dvds, sent faithfully each week, are sustaining and
encouraging to me and Tony, and we appreciate it so
much.

EMAIL 2
Thank you for a power message about labour for love. I
believe God was speaking directly to me this morning as
I haven’t been demonstrating love to all in my walk with
the Lord. I thank God for his word and his love for us.
God bless you and your ministry.

I have had to leave my Church because of its ecumenical
stance and a few other issues I am concerned about.
There is not much choice locally for me re joining
another Church. I have been attending an Evangelical
Church which has a Brethren background. The weekly
Communion services are thoughtful and reverent times
- about an hour long, the hymns old ones. But the main
service is more modern and of course I do not hold to
all of their beliefs re the end times & the second advent
of our Lord. I guess it would just be so great if you had
a “Paul” who wanted to do some church planting in our
area!! Also there are lots of Catholics that would benefit
from what I believe is your church’s strong desire to see
them saved from the lies of Rome.
I feel like a lone voice most of the time and always seem
to be out-of-step with what is generally considered the
“norm” by a lot of Christians I meet. Thank you anyway
that I can tune into your services and Sunday Bible
classes - they help to quench my thirst for good, sound,
reformed teaching.
God bless you and the others there,
Sincerely K.

NEW BABY

In this little town you could not enter the churches. I
confess we visited each of the three. There is Elim where
we saw people pushed to the floor during so-called
casting out of devils, also the practice of what they think is
“speaking in tongues” The second church is Baptist Union
- they have recently appointed a female minister. The last
church is the Church of England. The vicar is responsible
for a Methodist church in the next town as well as his
own church. They have puppet shows and sometimes a
female vicar.

Eden and her new little brother,
Isaiah Richard Mitchell, born on 10th
May weighing 10lbs 7ozs.

MY TESTIMONY
“Remember now thy Creator in the days
of thy youth, while the evil days come
not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou
shalt say, I have no pleasure in them.”
Ecclesiastes 12 v 12
As far back as I can remember, I always
knew that I was a sinner in need of the
Saviour. As a child, I was brought up in
a Christian home. We attended Sunday
school and children’s meetings faithfully,
as well as both the Sunday services at
Rasharkin Free Presbyterian Church.
My grandparents sent my sister and
me to all of the children’s missions.
Some of my earliest memories are of
my Granny singing children’s hymns to
me at bedtime. I was saved as a young
child; and from my earliest days, I felt
a burning desire to do the work of the
Lord. I was especially interested in the
work being done by missionaries in
Brazil. I liked to support them with my
pocket money and I was always excited
when they would respond to my letters.
“For the wages of sin is death; but the
gift of God is eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord.” Romans 6 v 23
Sadly, and to my shame, my heart grew
cold during my teenage years, and I
developed an interest in the things of
the world. Soon, these desires took me
down a path that led me far away from
God for many years. I stopped going
to church and reading my Bible and
so started my journey down the wrong
road. The allure of sin was attractive
to me as a young teenager. However,
the pleasures of sin are only temporary.
Before I knew it, sin had taken me
further than I ever wanted to go. There
was pain and emptiness in my heart,

April 2018
Average weekly offering
Home & Foreign Missions
Building Fund
UK Fund
Jonathan Smith

£ 5062
£ 2319
£ 806
£ 176
£ 741
Lieu of Flowers, J Montgomery £ 530
Lieu of Flowers, Mrs Campbell £ 500
Uganda
£ 200
Joanne Greer
£ 100
Kenya
£ 100
LTBS
£ 100
Rev J Hanna
£ 50
Missionary Boxes
£ 16

SHALANE GORDON

Shalane Gordon attends our church along with her

husband George and their son Lukas.

and I searched for ways in the world to
take away that pain. There was nothing
that helped; rather the pleasures of the
world simply increased the burden in
my heart. I found it impossible to get
away from my feelings even though I
tried to outrun them. I felt broken and
guilty.
“Come unto me, all ye that labour and
are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest.” Matthew 11 v 28
Some years later, I was asked to go to
a local mission, and in the meeting, I
felt conviction for sin. I tried to put these
feelings aside, even though I knew my
life was in conflict with God. It wasn’t
until a few years later when my Granda
asked me if I would go to Church with
him, that the Holy Spirit moved in my
heart. I realised that I had wandered
for all these years and away from the
fold of the Saviour. There is only one
answer to sin and that is the blood of
the Lord Jesus Christ. I was the lost
sheep, wandering out in the world, but
there was Someone who loved me. I
asked the Lord to forgive me and help
me.
Previously, I had struggled with the guilt
of my sins, and over the years I had a
tendency to torture myself over my past
deeds. Burdens are lifted at Calvary,
however and I thank God for saving
someone like me, an undeserving
sinner. I thank Him for lifting me out
of the miry clay and setting my feet
upon the rock. He is my refuge and my
strength. He has put a new song in my
heart and lifted me out of the dark place
I found myself in due to my sins. The
pain in my heart has been replaced by
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Average weekly offering
Home & Foreign Missions
Building Fund
UK Fund
Whitefield College
Uganda School
Liberia Radio
Joanne Greer
Lieu of Flowers, Mr S Leith

LTBS
Nepal
Robert McConnell

£ 5054
£ 2260
£ 825
£ 61
£ 1032
£ 1871
£ 500
£ 390
£ 100
£ 50
£ 80
£ 40

happiness and thankfulness that the
Lord Jesus took my place at Calvary. My
debt is paid, and my sins are forgiven.
“If God be for us, who can be against
us.” Romans 8 v 31
The Lord has blessed me richly over
the years, and I have proved that
God answers prayer exceedingly
abundantly. I have been blessed with
a Christian husband and two amazing
sons, one of whom has recently been
saved. Although life has its ups and
downs, I have the Lord who is “a friend
that sticketh closer than any brother.” In
times of sorrow or distress, I take it all
to God in prayer. The Gospel is the only
remedy for sinful, fallen man, there is
no other remedy.
“For the promise is unto you, and to
your children, and to all that are afar off,
even as many as the Lord our God shall
call.” Acts 2 v 39
In the past I tried to find the answers
in the world, but now my hope is in the
Lord and in God’s Word. I thank Him
for His promises. I pray for household
salvation and that all my family will one
day trust the Lord.

CALENDAR
Children’s Day - Sun 24th June
Church Bible Club - Mon 2nd - Fri 6th July
Glenarm Games Outreach - Sat 14th July
North Centre Bible Club - Mon 6th - Fri 10th Aug
Deborah House Choir - Mon 13th Aug

CONTACTS
Website – www.ballymenafpc.org
email – cornerstone@ballymenafpc.org

