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REFORMATION EDITION
Around the same time as our recent
Bible Conference with Rev. Wagner,
I received the following email from a
couple who live in Colorado, USA. I felt
it would be appropriate to include their
email in this edition of Cornerstone. In
a powerful way it illustrates the point
that Rev. Wagner made throughout
the conference – the need for fresh
reformation both in the US and the UK.
I trust the following lines will stir your
heart to keep praying for God to move
in our nations and farther afield.
“Dear Pastor Greer,
We have been meaning to thank you for
some time, as we have been listening to
your sermons via Sermon Audio.com for
years. They have been a total blessing
to us as we haven’t a place to fellowship
here in Colorado, USA. The churches
are so polluted with false Bibles and
false doctrine it is almost overwhelming.
Before moving to Colorado 3 years ago
we were located in Minnesota for most
of our lives. The same situation exists

Rev Greer introduces this special edition with an encouraging email
from the USA.

there also – no fellowship or ‘church’ to
attend. We came out of Catholic and
Lutheran backgrounds originally. We
were involved in charismatic groups for
years. The Lord began showing us as
we studied His Word the many heresies
we had been taught. As we continued
searching the Scriptures and repenting
of many false teachings we had been
following, the Lord in His sovereignty led
us to your sermons. We found Sermon
Audio and looked at the list of pastors.
Ian Paisley was the first one to whom
the Lord led us. Blessed we were! Again
we looked at the list of pastors and
picked out your name having no idea
you were in the same group as Paisley.
The same thing happened again and
Alan Cairns was the next one. This was
close to maybe fifteen years ago. Since
then we have listened to every sermon
of Alan Cairns and yours. We have
come to be so blessed by your teaching
that we listen to you almost every night.
We have heard most of your sermons
at least twice. The Lord has opened our
eyes to His truth in His Book.

bible conference

Needless to say we are so thankful to
the Lord for your ministry and teaching
and preaching. Would love to come to
Ireland to meet you but it may have to
wait till He returns for us all. Maybe you
will come to Colorado, Lord willing!
Also we were wondering if we could
purchase a song book from you as we
love the singing and would love to sing
along as we watch and listen.”

In October 2017 we celebrate the 500th
anniversary of Luther’s great stand against
the Roman Catholic church. This is a view of
Wittenburg Street and the Tower Church where
Luther nailed his 95 theses in 1517.

Rev John Wagner spoke at the Reformation Bible Conference on the
Christian’s need for personal reformation in 2017.

Do we feel the need for reformation in our lives today in 2017?
Can we identify with the words in Rev 2 v 4; “Nevertheless I
have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first
love.”

sin of the Jews who had returned from Babylon. His was a
real, painful brokenness over sin. Can you put your finger
on sin in your life, in your home, and respond like Ezra, with
consternation and confession?

We can draw lessons on personal reformation from the
example of Ezra in Ezra ch 8, when he discovered the terrible

What about corporate reformation in the church? What
needs to change when we meet together to worship God?
Is our praise centred on Christ and reverent before Him? Is
our appearance when coming to His house appropriate and
modest – does it reflect how we feel about the Lord?
There will be sure signs when the church returns again to
God. Our attitude towards sin, our attitude to the Lord’s work,
to our fellow believers, to the means of grace, and especially
to Christ Himself will change. When a work is done in our
hearts, the stirring results of that work will be a restoration of
joy and fruitfulness in our Christian lives.
May our prayer be as in Psalm 80 v 19 “Turn us again, O Lord
God of hosts, cause thy face to shine; and we shall be saved.”

reforming liberia

Joanne Greer reflects on the teaching at the
Vacation Bible School during the team’s visit.

One of the main tasks during the team’s visit in July was to help with Vacation Bible School, an annual event in our
mission church in Paynesville. Our theme for the senior children (ages 11-16) was the life of Martin Luther and the Five
Solas of the Reformation. These five truths are still under attack in Liberia today, as shown in the details below; pray that
the lessons taught in July will remain with the children and be applied to their hearts by the Holy Spirit.
1. Scripture Alone:
Liberia, like many countries, has been
invaded by Pentecostalism, which gives
more weight to dreams, visions, and
the ideas of so-called modern ‘apostles’
and ‘prophets’ than to God’s Word,
even incorporating the superstitions of
African Traditional Religion. Most of the
major cults are here also, which elevate
their writings above Scripture.

3. Faith Alone:
Many Liberians I’ve talked to, whether
children or adults, are trying to get to
heaven by works. When asked how a
person can get to heaven, nine times
out of ten they reply, ‘By obeying God’,
‘By following God’, or ‘By keeping
God’s law’. This includes not only
Roman Catholics, but those who attend
nominally Protestant churches as well.
about Christ. This actually results in a
man-centred religion. The ‘worshippers’
focus either on pleasing and obeying the
church leader or on getting affirmation
for themselves based upon financial
giving, physical exertion in ‘praise
and worship’, involvement in church
activities, or upon being given a position
of leadership in the congregation.

2. Grace Alone:
One of the main starting points of the
Reformers’ teaching on Sola Gratia
was the truth of the inability of man to
do anything to help himself, due to his
depraved nature. There is a tendency
in Liberia today to trivialise sin, and
therefore the need for God’s grace is
also minimised. For example, some
Liberians have defined sin only as
sexual immorality; in other words, if they
are not committing sexual immorality,
then they feel that they are not sinning
and are ‘alright’ in God’s eyes. Lying,
stealing, cheating, disobedience to
parents, etc. are seen as ‘small things’,
and the corruption that is endemic in
Liberian society is often excused by the
phrase ‘This is Africa’ instead of being
viewed as wrongdoing.

4. Christ Alone:
It is true that Liberia is a nominally
‘Christian’ nation, and that the majority of
the population, at least near Monrovia,
are church-goers. But I have noticed
that for many, their religion seems to
be all about ‘the church’ rather than

PRIZE WINNERS 2017
Recitation of Child’s Catechism
Deborah Bell, Lewis Maternaghan,
Ellie Mae Purcell, Kaitlyn Millen,
Hannah Ritchie, Bethany Hanna,
Hannah Logan, Paul McClure, Rachel
McClure.
Junior Bible Class Cups
Jedidah Shanks, Lydia McKeown,
Joel Montgomery.

5. To The Glory of God Alone:
The culmination of salvation ‘by grace
alone through faith alone in Christ alone,
based on the authority of Scripture
alone’ should be the glorifying of God
alone, in every aspect of life. Sadly the
‘salvation’ that is often peddled in Liberia
brings glory to everyone except God.

LUTHER AND THE FAMILY

Esther Rea reports on the first Ladies’ Fellowship of the season.

On Monday 25th September, the Ladies’ Fellowship
commenced with a full programme for the incoming year.
Once again there was a great turnout of ladies to hear Rev
Ron Johnstone speak at the first meeting of the new season.
We were particularly encouraged to have Mrs Wagner join us.

Rev Johnstone’s subject was “Reformation and the family”.
Referring to Ephesians 5 and Colossians 3, Rev Johnstone
noted the central role the family plays in every believer’s life.
He explained how Luther revolutionised, not only the marriage
relationship itself, but also the relationship between parent
and child and the wider family circle.
Luther taught that everything we do is to be done to the glory
of God, whether it is doing the dishes in the home or labouring
in the workplace. Spiritual life is not confined to those in
authority in the church, or indeed to a building, which was the
prevailing belief at that time. He considered a good marriage
and children to be a blessing. Children are to be instructed in
the home and Luther led by example, studying the Bible and
singing hymns with his wife and children.
Rev Johnstone’s knowledge and enthusiasm for the
Reformation was engaging. We were exhorted to be thankful
for the example of Luther, and other reformers, who risked
their lives to promote Biblical truth.

CHILDREN’S WORK
Philip McClintock reports on a busy season of children’s work.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who helped with
the summer outreaches for the children. It was a busy time, but we
are thankful that many were reached with the word of God.

A new addition for David and Kerry Wylie. Little Lois
is pictured with big brother Ross and big sister Lana.

WEDDING BELLS

NEW BABY

I also want to thank the congregation for all your prayerful support as
the work on a Friday night has recommenced. We are thankful to the
Lord for the children he has brought in once again along with many
new faces! I would encourage you if you are free on Friday nights
and would like to get involved, to please come along, as much help
is needed both in the meetings and especially on the buses. Please
continue to pray that the Lord will raise up many to labour among the
children of our town!

Congratulations
to Mr and Mrs
Lorimer who tied
the knot on the
7th September
2017.
Continue to pray
for Brian and
Jenna as they
follow the Lord’s
leading in the
future.

MY TESTIMONY
I had the privilege of being brought
up in a Christian home, where, from
a young age, I knew my need of
salvation. When I was around seven
or eight, I remember God challenging
me about where I would spend eternity
if I was to die. I knew that in my sin, I
would be lost in Hell. This was the point
in my life when I became a Christian,
and I felt a great sense of peace and
joy knowing my sins had been washed
away in Jesus’ precious blood.

naomi wilkinson Naomi is a young person from our congregation
who is studying at university in Leeds.

One of my favourite verses is in
Deuteronomy 31 v 6 “Be strong and of
good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of
them: for the Lord thy God, he it is that
doth go with thee; he will not fail thee,
nor forsake thee.” In September 2016,
I started University in Leeds. The way
ahead was unknown to me but not to
God. This verse in Deuteronomy has
been a great comfort to me, because
I know that God goes before me, and
is with me and will never fail me. As
I start my second year of university, I
look back and give thanks to God for
the opportunities he has given me as a
Christian and how He has guided and
directed me through my first year of
university in Leeds.
In summer 2017, I had the opportunity
to serve God in Poland with a group of
twenty-five, including some girls from
Ballymena FPC (Bethany Brown, Sarah
Nicholl and Emma Wilkinson). This
was an opportunity to reach the people
in Poland with the Gospel. During
our week in Poland we took part in a
Children’s Camp with approximately
100 children in attendance.

Sad to say, at High School my
relationship with God began to get
weaker as I wasn’t spending time
reading God’s word and praying. I am
so thankful that God worked in my heart
at the Youth Council summer camps,
where I was really challenged about
my personal relationship with God. I
was shown that I needed to spend time
daily with God in prayer and reading His
Word, so that I would be strengthened
and grow as a Christian. I have failed
God many times, but I am so thankful
that God has never failed me once.

A day at camp involved our team
devotions followed by the Morning

Meeting when the children sang
choruses in Polish & English. The
team then shared favourite verses,
testimonies, object lessons, quizzes
and most importantly Bible stories.
The children would then split into their
different groups and go to the different
workshops running throughout the
day. One of these workshops included
valuable time in life lessons, where
children had the opportunity to ask
more questions about God. We ended
the day with an Evening Meeting,
where the children once again heard
the gospel message. We finished the
day with team devotions & prayer times.

Our time in Poland also involved
physically helping the poor with food
and aid distribution. Here we got a
real insight into how the people in
these areas lived. We saw God move
in a mighty way during the camp, with
children coming to know Him as their
personal Saviour. Please pray for the
seed sown during the summer camp,
that it will speak on and change lives
and also pray for the children who
became Christians, that they will grow
spiritually.
John 14 v 6 “Jesus saith unto him, I am
the way, the truth and the life: no man
cometh unto the Father, but by me.”

August 2017
Average weekly offering

September 2017
£ 5634 Average weekly offering

£ 5497

Home & Foreign Missions

£ 2174 Home & Foreign Missions

£ 2387

Building Fund

£ 862 Building Fund

£ 784

Tue 10th Oct - Lyle Boyd Deputation

UK Fund

£

55 UK Fund

£

49

Sun 22nd Oct - Farewell for Mr Lorimer

Nepal

£

65 Rev Wagner

£ 2820

Tue 31st Oct - Ordination of Mr Lorimer

Romania

£

40 Joanne Greer

£ 1090

Sun 15th Nov (pm) - Whitefield Students

Liberia

£ 577

Liberia Radio

£ 140

Timothy Ormerod

£ 200

Rev Hanna

£

50

Missionary Boxes

£

65
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email – cornerstone@ballymenafpc.org
Website – www.ballymenafpc.org

