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A WORD FROM OUR MINISTER
Recent weeks have been very busy
in the Lord’s work in Ballymena with
many events having taken place –
the AGM, the meeting to elect new
deacons, the farewell service for the
Pollocks, the Senior Citizens’ dinner,
the Drug Awareness meeting in the
Braid Centre and meetings of the
Ladies’ Fellowship. While only some
of these events are reflected in these
pages, yet it can be said that the Lord
has helped in them all. Undoubtedly,
the prayers of the Lord’s people have
been heard and answered in each
case. He has been gracious to us in
hearing our cries, and to Him all the
glory belongs.
Continue to pray for the newly
appointed deacons as they enter into
their term of service in this office.
Already the men who are new to the
role are discovering the wide extent of
the work involved! Thus, as members
of the congregation, pray that these
brethren will know the Lord’s help as

they serve Him
and serve you
who have placed
them in this
position of great
responsibility.
We are thankful
that
the
Pollocks
have
arrived
safely
in
Malvern.
Rev.
Pollock
commences
his ministry today God willing (April
2nd). Personally, while I will miss
the Lord’s servant in the homeland,
I am delighted that he is the new
minister of the congregation in
Malvern, Pennsylvania, where I spent
seventeen years as pastor. Along
with you in this his home church, I
look forward to hearing of the Lord’s
blessing on Dr. Pollock’s labours.
Please pray earnestly for the Gospel
Mission to be held in Ballygelly Orange

GREETINGS FROM USA

Greetings from Pennsylvania! As I
write, we have been in the United
States for just over a week. Leaving
Northern Ireland was difficult practically
and emotionally, but the farewells in
Ballymena and Ballymagerney were a
tremendous help.

Hall. It is scheduled to commence on
Sunday 23rd April at 8.15pm and to
continue for a few weeks.
The Lord blessed a previous mission
conducted in the same location a
few years ago, and we trust that He
might do even greater things in these
up-coming meetings. In every way
we can, let us put heart and soul into
this outreach mission in a very needy
district that Christ might be glorified.

Dr Pollock sends a brief message reflecting on the Farewell Service in
Ballymena, and telling us how the family are settling into their new home.

We left with
the comforting
knowledge that
we
had
the
prayers of so
many of God’s
people behind
us,
and
we
keenly feel
the
need
of
those
prayers.
We have been made to feel so
welcome by a warm-hearted
congregation, yet, we have much
to adjust to - from driving tests to
social security numbers and from
new currency to new food brands.

Above all, I am very aware of my need
of the power and wisdom of the Holy
Spirit in my ministry. God must be
pleased to work through me if sinners
are to be converted and saints edified.
I am so grateful for you prayers. We
are settling in well - please pray on!

new deacons

A brief word of testimony from each of our fourteen new deacons,
who were elected to serve at a members’ meeting on Tuesday 7th
March 2017.

Ivan Bailie. I thank the Lord for the marvellous privilege of being brought up in a Christian home, where
I was taught my need of salvation from my very earliest days. As a young boy, aged only seven, I came
to the Lord following a meeting in Ballee Mission Hall, and since then I have enjoyed much of the Lord’s
blessing in both my family life and the life of the Church.
I am very grateful to the congregation for electing me to the church committee and am looking forward
to getting more deeply involved in whatever role the Lord has for me.

David Bell. I was born into a Christian home and was saved as a child. I have not always walked as
close to the Lord as I should; however, I endeavour to go on with Him and serve Him as I can. Joy and
I started attending Ballymena FPC ten years ago following our marriage. We have greatly appreciated
the teaching here and have grown in the faith.
I am thankful to Lord and to the congregation for this new opportunity to serve Him and His church. May
the words of Psalm 18v46 stand over all -”Let the God of my salvation be exalted.”

Samuel Coulter. I was reared, as they say, only a stone’s throw away from the church, in Wilson
Crescent. Mum and Dad, though not saved , sent me, my sister and two brothers to Harryville
Presbyterian Church. It was there, at the youth meetings, that I met Lucinda. After we married in 1981,
I stopped going to church and didn’t give much thought to the things of God. Then, on 20th April 2000,
I was saved by the grace of God, through listening to a recording by the late Rev Sammy Workman.
The Lord brought me to the Free Presbyterian church in 2003 and I thank God for leading me where the
Gospel is preached so faithfully. It humbles me to be re-elected onto the church committee.
William Crabbe. I was saved at the age of seven, in my own home. I thank God for parents who
taught me and my five siblings the truth of the Gospel and the importance of honouring God’s name
and God’s day. My parents did not strive for worldly gain but simply desired to see their children and
grandchildren saved and seeking to honour the Saviour.
We attended the Gospel Hall Sunday School and evening meetings before starting to attend the
Waveney Road. Nine years ago I joined the Sunday school team. I feel humbled to be voted on to
the church committee and look forward to this new area of service for the Lord.
John Gillan. I was saved almost thirty-two years ago through the preaching of the Rev Beggs, in
particular the text found in Ecc.8v10. In the year 2000, I became a communicant member of this church
and now have the great privilege of attending with my wife and two children. We rejoice and give thanks
each day in household salvation, and the grace of God in bringing us to this place of worship, where
His word is faithfully proclaimed .
I am deeply honoured, although very unworthy, to have been elected to the church committee.

Joseph Greer. I came to know the Lord Jesus Christ as my personal Saviour at the age of eight, one
evening in Malvern FPC, USA, at the end of the Gospel service. I’m thankful for godly parents and
the upbringing that has been providentially afforded to me, and I’m also thankful that we moved to
Ballymena seventeen years ago to become part of this church family. Along with my wife Ruth and our
little family, I am grateful for the opportunity once again to serve the Lord on the church committee.
My favourite Bible verse is 1 John 1:9 and my favourite hymn - ‘A Wonderful Saviour is Jesus my
Lord (572)”
Alastair Hamilton. I was saved as a child in 1972 in my own home. I was brought up by Christian
parents who attended Harryville Gospel Hall and so I always knew my need of salvation. Ballymena
FPC became my home church in 1989, when I married a girl who was Free P to the core! The Lord has
blessed us as a family within this denomination and has given me many opportunities to serve the Lord.
I am thankful to this congregation for electing me for another term to the church committee. I was first
voted on to committee in 1997 under Rev Beggs, and have enjoyed making a contribution to church
life since then.

Jim Houston. I was born into a Christian home and was taught my need of salvation as a small child.
Our family attended Ballymena FPC from the early ‘Town Hall’ days. I did not attend to the need of
my soul however, until January 1980, when I was saved after returning home from the final night of a
gospel mission in the Barn Mission Hall. After that time I began to attend the Youth Fellowship where
I was to meet and eventually marry Libby. I was appointed Youth Leader in the early 1990s and then
elected to the church committee in 1997. I am thankful to the Lord for having been elected to serve for
another term in His work.

Jonathan Logan. Born into a Christian home, I was brought up in Portglenone FPC where I was
faithfully taught my need of salvation. I thank God that I was saved at a young age and never tasted any
of the so-called pleasures of this world. In 2001, I married Naomi, and we set up home in Ballymena.
Shortly after, we felt the Lord leading us to attend the local FP church, where the Lord has greatly
blessed us as a family. I count it an undeserving privilege to serve on the church committee and pray
that God would give much wisdom in the days ahead.

Peter Maternaghen. Having the privilege and blessing of being brought up in a Christian home and
family, I was faithfully sent along to this congregation from my earliest days. From a young age, godly
people, many of whom are now home in Glory, had a spiritual influence on my life. Being placed under
the faithful teaching of God’s word from Sunday School teachers, children’s workers and the minister, I
was drawn to Christ and accepted him as my Lord and Saviour at a young age of around five.
I count it a privilege to serve the Lord in Sunday School, where I once sat under faithful teachers; but
count it a greater privilege and feel deeply humbled to be elected again to serve in this new committee.
Philip McClintock. I thank the Lord for the great privilege of being brought up in a Christian home,
where, from an early age I knew I needed to be saved. I thank the Lord for saving me at the young
age of five. I can truly say that I have failed the Lord many times, but He has never failed me. I thank
Him for my wife, Karen, and my two boys, Joshua and Reuben, and for giving us household salvation.
I am grateful for the privilege of leading the children’s work and now being able to serve on the church
committee, and by God’s help I mean to go on; Proverbs 3 v 5,6.

Rodney McCosh. I was brought up in a godly home and sent along to all the meetings in Ballymena
FPC, so I knew early in life my need of salvation. I was saved at the age of eight, when my mother led
me to the Lord, and I simply asked Him into my heart. On 18th August 2010, Debbie and I were married
and on 10th December 2015 ,Isla was born into our home. I thank God for all His blessings toward us
as a family.
I thank the Lord for the opportunities He has given me to serve Him, and for this congregation who have
elected me to serve on the church committee.

Robert Orr. “And that from a child thou hast known the Holy Scriptures which are able to make thee
wise unto Salvation...”
Saving faith was granted to me on 23rd December, 1965, I joined Rasharkin FPC in 1966, married
Jane in 1967, became a Sunday School teacher around 1970 and now teach the Senior Bible class.
I was elected to the church committee in 1997, again in 2010 and now have the honour of serving the
congregation for another term - Thank You.
“Pray for us; for we trust we have a good conscience, in all things willing to live honestly” Heb. 13;18
Geoff Rea. I was brought up in a Christian home and was saved after a mission in Rasharkin FPC in
1985, led by Rev John Morrow. While growing up, God blessed me with Christian parents and more
recently with a godly wife and three children. We joined Ballymena FPC not long after we got married,
and we count it a privilege to be part of a Bible inspired ministry.
I find it humbling to be elected to serve on the church committee, but pray that God will use us all to
further His kingdom in the Ballymena area and further afield.

the answer to addiction

“Little did I know that at the age of
32, I’d be standing in the middle of
a dual carriageway in Ballymena,
about to commit suicide.”
On Friday 24th March, Ryan Smyth
spoke at the Braid in Ballymena about
his alcohol addiction, and how God
delivered him from his addiction and his
sin. Along with Chris Killen, Ryan and
the Youth Fellowship organised an event
called ‘The Answer to Addiction’, aiming
to reach those in the area suffering

Glenn Hamilton reports on the event, held in the Braid Centre,
organised by the Youth Fellowship, with Outreach Worker, Chris Killen.

from, or affected by,
drug and alcohol
addiction. Over 200
people attended the
event, the majority
of whom were not
already connected
to the church. Chris
Killen and Dr. Nigel
Campbell
from
Lisburn FPC first
of all gave a drugs
awareness
talk.
Then Jean McCullagh from Lurgan
FPC had a Q&A with
Chris about how her
sister was delivered from
chronic drug addiction
and became a Christian.
Ryan Smyth and Nicky
McClean from Ballymena,
along with a friend ‘Jay’
from Dublin, then in turn
shared a word of testimony
of how their lives had

been transformed through the gospel.
Already, very positive feedback has
been received from those who attended
the event, and Chris and Ryan are
currently engaged in follow ups with
those who have reached out to them
for help and support. Please pray
that God would help them as they
visit these people, many of whom are
in very difficult circumstances; and
pray also that those who attended the
event would realise their need of a
Saviour, as ‘The Answer to Addiction’.

senior citizen’s dinner

liverpool signs
Ballymena Youth Fellowship had a special
offering to raise funds to help the Liverpool
Church erect two new signs. The Young
People are to be commended as the
offering came to the grand total of £1180.

February 2017
Average weekly offering
Home & Foreign Missions

March 2017
£ 5264 Average weekly offering
£ 2961 Home & Foreign Missions

Building Fund
UK Fund
Missionary Boxes
Joanne Greer
LTBS
Nepal
Rev Laverty
Liverpool Sign Project
Brian Lorimer
Liberia Vehicle

£ 785
£ 62
£ 32
£ 170
£ 2950
£ 440
£ 20
£ 1180
£ 20
£ 100

Building Fund
UK Fund
Joy Gillespie
Dr Pollock
Joanne Greer
Nepal
LTBS
Rev R Hall
Uganda

£ 5312
£ 2581
£ 847
£ 103
£ 1529
£ 3333
£ 100
£ 100
£ 10
£ 50
£ 20

CALENDAR
Tue 4th April – Visit of Rev. Cranston
Fri 7th April – Children’s Meeting Parents’ Night
Sun 16th April – Easter Sunday services
Fri 21st – 23rd April - Youth Weekend
Sun 23rd April 8.15pm – Ballygelly Mission
			 commences
Mon 24th April– Monthly Ladies’ Fellowship
Tue 25th April – Ploughing Deputation
Sat 6th May – Sunday School Exam
Mon 22nd May – Monthly Ladies’ Fellowship

